(EDF 671) Educational Policy and Practice

Syllabus of Record

Catalog Description: Course offers an advanced examination of social foundations theories and perspectives in education in preparation for an analysis and critique of selected policy-related issues and practices in U.S. education. Three credits.
Unit Mission, Philosophy, Values: 

Our Mission:

“Teaching, Leading and Learning in a Democratic Society”

The College of Education prepares candidates who enhance the individual growth of their students while working to establish policies and practices that promote the principles of democratic education.  The College articulates this mission as Teaching, Leading, and Learning in a Democratic Society.

Philosophy:

Student Potential, Ethical Implications

Believing that schools function as social and political entities as well as for the growth of individuals, the College of Education prepares teachers and leaders

a) to enhance the academic and personal potential of their students 

b) to evaluate the social and ethical implications of educational policies and practices.

Values:

“Expertise, Equity, Liberal Education, Social Responsibility”

The College of Education values expertise to guide our practice, equity to guide our interactions, liberal education to guide our perspectives, and social responsibility to guide our commitment to democratic education.  We value these ideals in our preparation of candidates, our development of faculty, and our relationships with the larger community we serve.
Unit and Program Standards:

Common Unit Standards: a) State of Michigan; b) National Council for Accreditation of Teacher Education (NCATE). 
Common Advanced Program Standards: a) Propositions 1-5 from the National Board for Professional Teaching Standards (NBPTS); b) Standards for Foundations of Education from the Council for the Social Foundations of Education; c) College of Education Research Standards. 
Course Standards and Common Assessments:

Foundational Perspectives:

The educator understands and can apply critical perspectives on education and schooling.

· Apply cultural, normative, and critical perspectives

· Understand relationship of democracy and diversity to education

· Understand how moral and philosophical commitments affect evaluation 
· Develop scholarly writing skills and research competencies

Common Assessments: Research paper ~ A Literature Review on a topic related to educational policy and practice representing the construction of an informed position through the review, analysis and critique of the literature. 
Sample Major Topics:
· School choice (e.g., charter schools, vouchers)

· Educational funding (e.g., sources, equity issues, vouchers, private schools)

· Separation of church and state (e.g., prayer, facility usage)

· Standards and standardization

· National curriculum

· Standardized testing and accountability issues

· Role of teacher unions

· School violence and related policy (e.g., zero tolerance)

· School disciplinary policy (e.g., athletes vs. the rest of the student body)

· Title IX

· Special education (e.g., funding, K-5 training, assessment)

· Sex education

· NCLB

· Alternate teacher certification

· Home schooling

· Technology in the schools

· Role of state and federal governments in public education

· Critical social research and educational policy

· Critique and analysis of educational policy inquiry

Course Objectives:
· Increase students’ understanding of the complexities of educational policy and practice through an examination of their social foundations, and thereby assist them in becoming more effective-leaders and practitioners who inform, shape and implement education policy;

· Develop knowledge of historical, social, economic, political and cultural forces that influence contemporary educational policy formation, 

· Identify and examine the philosophies, theories and methods of inquiry within the humanities and social sciences that may be used to analyze and critique current educational policy and practice;

· Examine various educational reform proposals and identify the underlying rationale and associated values of respective stakeholders; 

· Strengthen the dispositions of critical thinking and judgment that tie in theory to educational practice;

· Develop scholarly writing skills and research competencies.
Course Requirements: 
Readings & Class Discussions are an essential part of this class. Students are expected to come prepared to discuss what they have learned from the course readings, from their homework assignments, and from their educational environment.

An Annotated Bibliography represents an opportunity for students to investigate a topic or policy of interest in the area of educational policy and practice, and identify articles, chapters, and other published materials for use in their literature review and possible future research (i.e., ED695).
Common Assessment: Research Paper on a topic related to educational policy and practice representing the construction of an informed position through the review, analysis and critique of the literature. 
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