


Physician Assistant Studies Program Podcast


Hello, my name is Michelle Shane, and I am a Master of Physician Assistant Studies, or MPAS, student at Grand Valley State University. Thank you for taking the time to learn more about GVSU’s MPAS Program. Today, we’ll cover the admissions process, program requirements, and the qualities that distinguish this program.

Let’s start by explaining what this program entails. The mission of the Master of Physician Assistant Studies Program is to prepare highly competent physician assistants who are trained to promote inclusive healthcare and advance health equity while effectively caring for a diverse population; lead and advance the profession; and provide high-quality, patient-centered healthcare in all communities and settings.  

The Physician Assistant, or PA, profession has been one of the most sought-after careers for the last decade. Standard Grand Valley admission requirements include completion of the online application as well as a bachelor’s degree from an accredited institution of higher education. Your application must include official transcripts, and if English is not your native language, you must provide scores from one of GVSU’s approved standardized tests. The application fee is $30 and nonrefundable; however, we waive it if you have previously attended or currently attend GVSU.

Additionally, the MPAS program has application and matriculation requirements. While the program does not require a specific bachelor’s degree, you must complete 11 prerequisite courses before matriculation. Five of the 11 courses are required before you apply, including Anatomy, Physiology, Microbiology, Biochemistry, and Organic Chemistry. This program also requires at least 500 hours of hands-on patient care experience. This experience can be paid or volunteer work, and the program also accepts shadow and scribe hours. Applicants must submit two recommendation rubrics, and it is suggested that at least one rubric be completed by a healthcare professional. Applicants must also complete CASPer, an online situational judgment test.

More program details and the online application are available on the Master of Physician Assistant Studies website: www.gvsu.edu/pas.

The great news about GVSU’s graduate programs is that tuition rates for Michigan resident and non-resident students are the same. In other words, there are no extra costs for being an out-of-state student. You can find current tuition costs and information about scholarships and financial aid at www.gvsu.edu/financialaid or by calling 616-331-3234. For information on graduate assistantships, please contact The Graduate School at gradschool@gvsu.edu.

The MPAS program at GVSU is a 107-credit-hour program. The first 67 credit hours are the didactic phase of the program and include lectures, labs, simulations, small-group problem-based learning, and experiential learning courses. The remaining 40 credit hours make up the clinical phase: 36 credits of supervised clinical practice experiences and 4 credits of didactic coursework that supports and enhances those experiences. 

The MPAS curriculum includes a foundational first semester in which students complete coursework in anatomy and foundations of clinical medicine and begin two course series. In the first series, Clinical Applications, students learn to complete a comprehensive health evaluation of a healthy adult patient. In the second, Evidence-Based Medicine, students build the skills to frame and answer patient care questions using the best available evidence. During the second through fourth semesters, the curriculum transitions into a system-based approach through classes including Clinical Medicine, Practical Therapeutics, and Clinical Pathophysiology. The Clinical Applications and Evidence-Based Medicine courses continue and complement the system-based approach. The program uses laboratory, small-group classes, and simulation experiences throughout the didactic phase to help students apply what they have learned to clinical scenarios. Additionally, during the second semester, students begin a three-semester sequence of courses that introduces them to interprofessional practice, where they can learn from different health professionals across a variety of healthcare settings.

During the clinical phase, students complete seven required rotations spanning all areas of medicine, plus two elective rotations in areas of individual interest, over the course of a year. Students also complete a didactic course that strengthens their medical knowledge for clinical practice and preparation for the Physician Assistant National Certifying Examination (PANCE). For a complete listing of all courses, please visit www.gvsu.edu/pas.

A few things set this program apart. The program accepts a small cohort each fall — 36 students at the Grand Rapids campus and 12 at the Traverse City campus — which keeps our student-to-faculty ratio low and gives students consistent, direct access to the faculty teaching them. Our faculty come from a wide range of clinical and academic backgrounds, bringing perspectives from across the profession into the classroom. Our two campuses allow the curriculum to be delivered simultaneously in Grand Rapids and Traverse City, so students can train closer to the communities they hope to serve. And the program holds accreditation-continued status from the Accreditation Review Commission on Education for the Physician Assistant, or ARC-PA, through 2034. Student outcomes are strong, too; for our current retention and PANCE pass rates, please visit www.gvsu.edu/pas.

That is just a snapshot of the Master of Physician Assistant Studies graduate program at Grand Valley State University. We hope that you will consider applying to a graduate program at GVSU. Whether you are ready to apply or still exploring the profession, we would love to hear from you — reach the graduate admissions team at gradadm@gvsu.edu, or visit www.gvsu.edu/pas to learn more and apply. Thank you for your time, and we hope you have enjoyed this podcast.



