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Education 

PhD in Japanese Literature, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor     2004 
    Dissertation Title: “The Tsukushi Man’yôshû Poets and the Invention of Japanese Poetry” 
MA in Japanese Literature, University of Colorado, Boulder     1998 

BA in Chinese Language & Literature, University of Colorado, Boulder    1998 
BA in Japanese Language & Literature, University of Colorado, Boulder    1992 

 
Faculty Positions 

Associate Professor of Japanese      Fall, 2008 - Present 
  Grand Valley State University  Department of Modern Languages and Literatures 
       Area and Global Studies Department 
Visiting Assistant Professor of Japanese Language & Literature  Fall, 2006 – Spring, 2008 
  Washington and Lee University – Department of East Asian Languages and Literatures 
Lecturer in Japanese Literature       Fall, 2005 – Spring, 2006 
  University of Michigan – Department of Asian Languages & Cultures 
Lecturer in Japanese Literature       Fall, 2004 – Spring, 2005 
  University of Virginia – Department of Asian & Middle Eastern Languages & Cultures   
Lecturer in Japanese Literature       Summer – Fall, 2004 
  University of Maryland – Asian & East European Languages & Cultures Department  
  

Administrative Positions 
Unit Head, Modern Languages and Literatures Department    2017 – Present 
Japanese Section Coordinator        2008-2017 
East Asian Studies Coordinator        2016-2017 

 
Academic Publications 

(Book Review) “Folk Legends from Tono: Japan's Spirits, Deities, and Phantastic Creatures, by Kunio 
Yanagita, Sasaki Kizen, trans. Ronald Morse.” Western Folklore, October (4th Quarter/Autumn) 
2017: 486-488.  

“Humor with Heart: comic linked verse and the ushin tradition” in Journal of Renga and Renku vol. 2. 
2012. 

 “‘Seeing As’ – Mitate and Parody in haikai Linked Verse” in Parody: Proceedings of the Association 
for Japanese Literary Studies vol. 10, 2009: pp. 1-10. 



 “Yamanoue no Okura” and “Ôtomo no Tabito,” introductions and poem translations in Haruo Shirane, 
ed., Traditional Japanese Literature: An Anthology, Beginnings to 1600, Columbia University 
Press, 2007: 94-104. 

 
Conference Presentations 

"A Hybrid Approach to Language Learning,"  
Educational Technology Organization of Michigan Fall 2019 Conference, November 8, 2019 

"Games and Play for Motivated Learning"  
GameStorming, Center for Learning Through Games and Simulations October, 2019 

 “Restoring Performance to Text: The Heike Mabushi 
 Association for Japanese Literary Studies 2013 Annual Meeting  October, 2013 
 “Re-imagining the idealized past in Ashikari” 
 Association for Asian Studies 2012 Annual Meeting    March, 2012  
“In Their Own Language: Making the Most of Social Media for Japanese Education” 
 American Association of Teachers of Japanese Annual Conference  March, 2012 
“The Japanese Academic Job Search Process: the Applicant’s Perspective” (panelist) 
 Association of Teachers of Japanese Annual Conference   March, 2010 
 “’Seeing As’ – Mitate and Parody in haikai Linked Verse” 
 Association for Japanese Literary Studies 2008 Annual Meeting  August, 2008 
“Anthologization as Poetry Creation in the Man’yôshû” 
 Association for Asian Studies 2006 Annual Meeting    April, 2006  
 “Humor with Heart:  Haikai renga  and the ushin tradition”   
 Association for Asian Studies 2005 Annual Meeting    April, 2005 
“The Tsukushi Man’yôshû Poets and the Invention of Japanese Poetry” 
 Japan Foundation Special Session, 2005 AAS annual meeting  April, 2005 
 “Demons and Rebels: The Raikô Story in Setsuwa and Nô” 

CU East Asian Graduate Association Conference    November, 2000 
“Japanese Canon on Western Terms:  Canon Formation and National Identity in the Meiji” 

Columbia Graduate Student Conference on East Asia    February, 1999 
“Sharing Japanese Teaching Resources Via the Internet” 

Colorado Congress of Foreign Language Teachers Spring Conference February, 1998 
“Grammatical Change in Classical Japanese Suffixes Ki and Keri” 

Western Conference of the Association for Asian Studies   October, 1996 
 
Grants/Fellowships 

“Online Hybrid GenEd Course Development”  FTLC, GVSU    2017 
Innovations in Distance Learning Initiative  FTLC, GVSU    2017 
Japan-America Collegiate Exchange Travel Program  Japan Foundation CGP   2012 
Pew Scholar-Teacher Grant      FTLC, GVSU    2012 
Pew Scholar-Teacher Grant    FTLC, GVSU    2009 
Rackham One-term Dissertation Fellowship  University of Michigan  2004 
Rackham Predoctoral Fellowship   University of Michigan  2003-2004 
Ito Foundation Fellowship    Tokyo, Japan    2002-2003 
Japan Foundation Fellowship    Tokyo, Japan    2001-2002 

 


