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GENERAL EDUCATION COURSE ASSESSMENT PLAN (CAP)
World Perspectives

Please complete the following form and send to:  gened@gvsu.edu.

Course: AAA 300

Course title: US-Africa Relations

Faculty member developing/revising the CAP: Jack Mangala

Unit head name: Sherry Johnson

Date submitted/revised: 02/01/2013

Please complete the following for each student learning outcome (goal):

1. Student Learning Outcome: Examine how culture affects people's efforts to understand, use, and survive in their environments, and how these efforts, in turn, affect culture.

How will you TEACH (e.g., assign readings, discuss in class, use a handout, provide models, etc.) students about the student learning outcome? As appropriate, please describe the role of both the students and the instructor.
I will teach student how to incorporate cultural influences into the analysis of US-Africa relations. Through the readings, I challenge students to approach and discuss the relationship between the US and the countries of Africa against the backdrop of some of the cultural values and traditions that can help better understand policy choices and attitudes on both sides.  They are taught how to analyze a foreign policy decision as the outcome of a complex process that involves, among other things, the respective culture contexts in which various actors come from or are operating in. 

How will you ASSESS or measure how well individual students have learned this objective (e.g., assign a research paper, require group presentations, include a short-answer question on an exam, etc.)?
Embedded questions in exams, term paper, position paper, book review and taking sides exercise.
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2.  Student Learning Outcome: Examine within a cultural context the world views, language, or ways of life of societies, nations, regions, or peoples located outside of the United States. 

How will you TEACH (e.g., assign readings, discuss in class, use a handout, provide models, etc.) students about the student learning outcome? As appropriate, please describe the role of both the students and the instructor.
I will discuss and teach them how to compare and contrast the cultural diversity of African nations and their relative impact on domestic foreign policy choices. Readings and various class assignments are designed to compel a critical examination of the cultural determinants of foreign policy choices that have defined US-Africa relations. 

How will you ASSESS or measure how well individual students have learned this objective (e.g., assign a research paper, require group presentations, include a short-answer question on an exam, etc.)?
Embedded questions in exams, term paper, position paper and book review. 

Choose one of the following - either 3a or 3b: 

3a. Critical and Creative Thinking uses systematic reasoning to examine and evaluate ideas, leading to new ways of thinking or doing. People with a general education think logically and creatively. Expressiveness, imagination, and originality are needed for innovation. Innovative ideas must be subject to critical evaluation, which involves distinguishing information, judgment, and assumption; evaluating evidence and the logic of arguments; identifying and assessing differing perspectives and assumptions; and reasoning systematically in support of arguments.

Student Learning Outcome: Assess differing perspectives and assumptions.

How will you TEACH (e.g., assign readings, discuss in class, use a handout, provide models, etc.) students about the student learning outcome? As appropriate, please describe the role of both the students and the instructor.
I will use the taking-side method and collection of readings to discuss key issues and challenges in US-Africa relations. This method requires students to examine every issue from two contending perspectives and discuss the underlying assumptions beyond each perspective.

How will you ASSESS or measure how well individual students have learned this objective (e.g., assign a research paper, require group presentations, include a short-answer question on an exam, etc.)?
Position paper, embedded questions in exams, term paper, class discussion, and taking-side exercise.

Student Learning Outcome: Evaluate evidence and the logic of arguments.

How will you TEACH (e.g., assign readings, discuss in class, use a handout, provide models, etc.) students about the student learning outcome? As appropriate, please describe the role of both the students and the instructor.
I will use the taking-side method and collection of readings to teach students how to evaluate the evidence supporting each side of the debate and to assess the intellectual cohesion of various arguments presented by each side. I have found this to be a very effective way to not only to teach students to always seek hard evidence but also to learn to read critically by looking at how the arguments presented by one side are debunked by another side.

How will you ASSESS or measure how well individual students have learned this objective (e.g., assign a research paper, require group presentations, include a short-answer question on an exam, etc.)?
Position paper, embedded questions in exams, term paper, book review, class discussion, and taking-side exercise.

Student Learning Outcome: Formulate novel approaches or create alternative interpretation.

How will you TEACH (e.g., assign readings, discuss in class, use a handout, provide models, etc.) students about the student learning outcome? As appropriate, please describe the role of both the students and the instructor.
Each student is assigned a specific issue in US-Africa relations, which that they are required to investigate throughout the semester and offer recommendations using the knowledge accumulated and approaches learned in class. I work with each student individually to make sure that they get the most from this activity. My ultimate goal is for the student to demonstrate the ability to propose policy solutions aimed at improving various segments of US-Africa relations.   

How will you ASSESS or measure how well individual students have learned this objective (e.g., assign a research paper, require group presentations, include a short-answer question on an exam, etc.)?
Paper term.


4b. Oral Communication is the practice of effectively communicating verbally with a public audience across a variety of contexts. People with a general education are able to synthesize their knowledge of a subject with their speaking and listening skills to effectively craft a verbal presentation appropriate for a specific situation, purpose, and audience. They understand that effective verbal communication involves a dialogue between speaker and audience and use this knowledge for decision-making about the organization, development, and presentation of appropriate material. They understand that oral communication skills are essential for a knowledgeable speaker to inform, persuade, and inspire audiences.

Student Learning Outcome: Develop content appropriate to the presentation goals.

How will you TEACH (e.g., assign readings, discuss in class, use a handout, provide models, etc.) students about the student learning outcome? As appropriate, please describe the role of both the students and the instructor.
Oral communication is critical to the whole learning process in this course. At the beginning of the semester and for each specific assignment as needed, I will expose students to the fundamentals of an effective oral communication through a careful development of content appropriate to the presentation goals. Students will be held responsible for their contribution to the learning process through quality oral communication. Handouts and other appropriate materials for building content appropriate to the presentation goals will be posted on Blackboard and discussed in class.

How will you ASSESS or measure how well individual students have learned this objective (e.g., assign a research paper, require group presentations, include a short-answer question on an exam, etc.)?
Class discussion, term paper, book review presentation and taking sides exercise.

Student Learning Outcome: Organize the content in a logical manner appropriate for the intended audience. 

How will you TEACH (e.g., assign readings, discuss in class, use a handout, provide models, etc.) students about the student learning outcome? As appropriate, please describe the role of both the students and the instructor.
Oral communication is critical to the whole learning process in this course. At the beginning of the semester and for each specific assignment as needed, I will expose students to the fundamentals of an effective oral communication and the imperative of organizing the content in a logical manner appropriate for the intended audience. Handouts and other appropriate materials for organizing presentation content will be posted on Blackboard and discussed in class.

How will you ASSESS or measure how well individual students have learned this objective (e.g., assign a research paper, require group presentations, include a short-answer question on an exam, etc.)?
Class discussion, term paper, book review presentation and taking sides exercise.

Student Learning Outcome: Demonstrate a range of effective formal and informal presentation skill. 

How will you TEACH (e.g., assign readings, discuss in class, use a handout, provide models, etc.) students about the student learning outcome? As appropriate, please describe the role of both the students and the instructor.
At the beginning of the semester and for each specific assignment as needed, I will expose students to the fundamentals of an effective oral communication and the skills needed to effectively communicate. Handouts and other appropriate materials for building oral communication skills needed in a variety of settings will be posted on Blackboard and discussed in class.

How will you ASSESS or measure how well individual students have learned this objective (e.g., assign a research paper, require group presentations, include a short-answer question on an exam, etc.)?
Class discussion, term paper, book review presentation and taking sides exercise.

Student Learning Outcome: Demonstrate evidence of rehearsal through the verbal presentation.

How will you TEACH (e.g., assign readings, discuss in class, use a handout, provide models, etc.) students about the student learning outcome? As appropriate, please describe the role of both the students and the instructor.
At the beginning of the semester and for each specific assignment as needed, I will expose students to the fundamentals of an effective oral communication and the imperative to rehearsal. Handouts and other appropriate materials and sources for building will be made available on Blackboard and discussed in class.

How will you ASSESS or measure how well individual students have learned this objective (e.g., assign a research paper, require group presentations, include a short-answer question on an exam, etc.)?
Class discussion, term paper, book review presentation and taking sides exercise.
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