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OVERVIEW

• Teach ALL of the knowledge and essential skills that we want 
our graduates to have

• Assess how well students learn it (every 4 years)
• Analyze and Report the results (Course Assessment Report)
• Revise the course

TIP: Plan now to efficiently and effectively collect data.



RECENT CHANGES
• Written Communication Rubric

– Slimmed down and revised 
• Integration Definition

– Revised
• Targets

– Raised from 60% and 70% to 70% and 75%.
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Faculty teach and assess both Knowledge and Essential Skills 
Student Learning Outcomes (SLOs)

Knowledge SLO (1-3/class)

Skills SLOs (2/Foundations and Cultures, 3 for Issues):
• Collaboration
• Critical Thinking
• Ethical Reasoning
• Information Literacy
• Integration
• Oral Communication
• Problem Solving
• Quantitative Literacy
• Written Communication



1. Which 
SLOs do I 
teach and 

assess?

2. What is 
the 

definition 
of the 
SLO?

www.gvsu.edu/gened
Click on “Faculty” then “Course Assessment” at the top.
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3. How 
do I 

teach the 
SLOs?

www.gvsu.edu/gened
Click on “Faculty” then “Course Assessment” at the top.
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TIP:  Throughout the semester, fill out 
sections of the Course Assessment 
Report (CAR) about how you taught a 
SLO.
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• Assessment measure - something you 
grade (but you can’t use grades)

• You must use the GE rubric to assign 
assessment ratings (0-4)

• Assess towards the end of the term

• Share the assessment results with students so 
they know where they need to focus their efforts
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You cannot use a grade to assign a rating (3 is not a 
B) because a grade on an exam/report/presentation 
assesses many things instead of a single thing.
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TIP:  Assess different objectives…using 
different measures...at different times 
• It helps balance your workload
• It helps you avoid a critical error
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One measure can be used to rate 
students for several SLOs or 
objectives, but you must evaluate 
each SLO or objective separately.
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You can’t use a group project for assessment unless 
you can evaluate what EACH student did.



TEACH, ASSESS, REPORT, REVISE

TIP:  Once you assess student learning, complete 
the section of the Course Assessment Report 
(CAR) about how you assessed it.
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Knowledge Rubric

“One exposure” model:  Students have only one or two exposures to 
the Knowledge SLO; therefore, the goal is for students to achieve 
Level 3 after a single course.

A student – regardless of major – demonstrates:
4 = advanced understanding
3 = basic understanding
2 = substantial progress toward a basic understanding 
1 = limited understanding 
0 = very limited or no understanding
Blank = did not complete the assignment, test, etc.



Assessing Knowledge SLOs

• Knowledge SLOs are broad (make sure the 
students “see the forest for the trees”)

• You can reword the Knowledge SLO and ask it 
as a test question or an assignment

• Tip:  Do not use the same question to assess 
more than one Knowledge SLO
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Essential Skills Rubric (see the specific Skill rubric for more 
information)

“Tree ring” model - Students have multiple exposures to the Skills 
SLOs; therefore, we do not anticipate students receiving a Level 4 
rating after a single course (but anticipate it by graduation).

Student Performance Levels
4 = Exceeds
3 = Satisfactory
2 = Progressing
1 = Emerging
0 = Below Emerging
Blank = did not complete assignment, test, etc.



Rubric for an Essential Skill SLO
Objectives

Student Ratings



4. How 
do I 

assess 
the 

SLOs?
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www.gvsu.edu/gened
Click on “Faculty” then “Course Assessment” at the top.
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5. Where 
do I 

enter my 
data?

www.gvsu.edu/gened
Click on “Faculty” then “Course Assessment” at the top.



Main Page of the Assessment Site
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Click here for your 
course and section

BIO 338



Export the spreadsheet or enter your data online
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Enter a 1, 2, 3, 4 in every cell (or a blank if they did not submit it, 0 if they are below Level 1)

Knowledge SLOs:  Enter a rating for each Knowledge SLO.
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Enter a 1, 2, 3, 4 in every cell (or a blank if they did not submit it, 0 if they are below Level 1)

Essential Skills SLOs:  Enter a rating for each objective for 
each SLO (there are 3-4 objectives for each SLO).

Objectives
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Submit data to the Assessment site by May 8 for 
Winter.

We’ll email you tables and figures of your results.



6. 
Complete 
the CAR 
(Course 

Assessment 
Report)

• In the CAR, describe:
o How you taught the SLOs
o How you assessed the SLOs
o Context (anything we should know)
o What you learned
o How you plan to revise the course (teaching 

and/or assessing) 

• Write 1 CAR – jointly – for all sections that 
collected data 

• Submit the CAR by May 22

• Email the CAR to: gened@gvsu.edu 
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• GEC will review your Course Assessment Report 
and send you comments.

• Next time you teach the course, revise how you 
teach and/or assess the course based on what you 
learned and GEC’s feedback on your report.
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Call or email gened@gvsu.edu if you have questions!


