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Bachelor of Social Work (BSW)  
 

CANDIDACY REQUIREMENTS  
The Social Work major is a secondary admission program, which only admits students one time per year. This means that although 
students have been admitted to GVSU, they must meet certain criteria before being admitted into the School of Social Work (also 
called candidacy). All Social Work majors who will satisfy the candidacy requirements listed below prior to program entry, must 
formally apply for candidacy into the School of Social Work’s baccalaureate program prior to the application deadline for fall 
semester entry.  More information is posted online at www.gvsu.edu/ssw 

 
To be eligible for Candidacy students must have: 
 

1. A minimum cumulative GPA of 2.500 on a 4.000 scale.  
Qualified transfer students applying for admission into the School of Social Work prior 
to establishing a GPA at GVSU will be considered based on the minimum 2.500 GPA 
necessary for transfer student admission to GVSU.  
 

2. Completion of the following components of the general education curriculum: 
a. All Foundation Categories; except Mathematical Sciences; Students must be MTH 110 proficient 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Cumulative 
GPA 2.500 or 

higher 

SW150, PLS102, PSY101, & SOC101 are all 
courses required for SW Candidacy and 
fulfill this category.  

BIO 104 is required for SW Candidacy and 

fulfills this category.  
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3. Complete the School of Social Work Candidacy Course Requirements, while meeting the following criteria: 
a. Earn a minimum grade of C (2.0) in all courses (excluding MTH 110),  
b. Earn at least a 2.500 between all candidacy courses; 
c. Not have repeated a course more than once. 

NOTE: Transfer students with grades earned at another institution in these courses must meet the grade, GPA 
and repeat criteria indicated above. 
 

Candidacy Course Requirements 
In-progress/ 
Completed 

Course 
Requirement 

Course Title CR Notes:  

 BIO 104 Biology for the 21st Century  
         also satisfies GenEd: Life Science w/ lab 

4  

 PLS 102 American Government and Politics 
           also satisfies GenEd: Social and Behavioral Sciences 

3  

 PSY 101 Introductory Psychology 
           also satisfies GenEd: Social and Behavioral Sciences 

3  

 
PSY 303  

OR  
PSY 324 

Psychopathology 
OR 
Developmental Psychopathology 

3  

 SOC 101 Introduction to Sociology 
           also satisfies GenEd: Social and Behavioral Sciences 

3  

 SW 150 Human Needs in Complex Society 
           also satisfies GenEd: Social and Behavioral Sciences 

3  

 SW 300 Social Work Difference, Diversity and Privilege 3  

 

Social 
Problems/ 

Social 
Inequality 
(Pick one) 

BMS 222: Introduction to Public Health 
           offered fall semester 

3  

CJ 101: Justice and Society 
           also satisfies GenEd: Social and Behavioral Sciences 

ECO 210: Introduction to Macroeconomics 
           also satisfies GenEd: Social and Behavioral Sciences 

ECO 211: Introduction to Microeconomics 
           also satisfies GenEd: Social and Behavioral Sciences 

SOC 105: Social Problems 
           also satisfies GenEd: U.S. Diversity 

SOC 252: Sociology of Drug Use and Abuse 

SOC 286: Sociology of Health Care 

SOC 315: Social Class Inequality* 

SOC 381: Class, Race, Gender, & Sexuality 
           also satisfies GenEd: U.S. Diversity 

CJ 320/WGS 320: Crimes Against Women* 
           offered fall semester 

 MTH 110  Proficiency Required+   

 
All candidacy course requirements must be completed with a C or better. 
 
*Requires junior standing  
 
+For admission into the School of Social Work only, MTH 110 proficiency can be demonstrated via the math placement test, 
ACT or SAT scores, successfully completing MTH 110 or by successfully completing STA 215.  
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