Master of Science (M.S.)
Applied Computer Science
Plan of Study
2026-2027


· Complete the next page to indicate the courses you plan to take and the order in which you plan to take them. We don't tell students what to take. Choose courses that interest you, and that will help you meet your career goals.
· Once complete, send this plan of study to computing.grad@gvsu.edu and/or Dr. Jagadeesh Nandigam, the Graduate Program Director of ACS: nandigaj@gvsu.edu 
· Students must have a minimum 33 credits to graduate, with a minimum of 24 credits taken at GVSU.
· See the university catalog for a complete list of requirements.
· The MS-ACS program requires completion of three Core classes (one class in three different areas), at least one Badge (an area of specialization), electives, and a Capstone (CIS 693 or CIS 690+695).
· Classes can be used to fulfill multiple requirements at the same time. For example, SE 512 can simultaneously fulfill the Software Engineering Core and the Software Engineering Badge.
· Normally, the capstone is taken in the last semester. 
· Full-time graduate students must take at least 9 credit hours per semester. In your last semester you don't have to be full-time.
· A sample plan of study is provided on the last page.
· Please keep in mind that your plan is not a contract. There is no guarantee that you will take the courses in your plan in the order specified. This is a planning/advising document to ensure you understand the program requirements and can identify a pathway through the program that has value for you. However, when it comes to implementation, you may have to rearrange the plan, or even choose courses that aren’t on your plan due to course scheduling conflicts, lack of available seats, etc.
· 
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Name: ______________________   G Number: ____________   
Badge: _________________________

Semester Year
1. CIS nnn (Core, Badge, and/or Elective)
2. CIS nnn
3. CIS nnn

Semester Year
1. CIS nnn (Core, Badge, and/or Elective)
2. CIS nnn
3. CIS nnn

Semester Year
1. CIS nnn (Core, Badge, and/or Elective)
2. CIS nnn
3. CIS nnn

Semester Year
1. CIS nnn (Core, Badge, and/or Elective)
2. CIS nnn
3. CIS nnn






Name: Sample 				G Number: Sample       		
Badge: Distributed Computing


Fall 2026
1. CIS 673 (Core)
2. SE 522 (Core)
3. CIS 678 (Elective)

Winter 2027
1. CIS 676 (Elective)
2. CIS 658 (Badge)
3. CIS 554 (Core & Badge)

Fall 2027
1. CIS 657 (Elective)
2. CIS 660 (Elective)
3. CIS 677 (Elective)

Winter 2028
1. CIS 656 (Core & Badge)
2. CIS 693 (Master’s Project)


