SECTION 2: POPULATION AND LAND USE

Logo design courtesy of Shane VanOosterhout,
Kendall College of Art and Design, Grand Rapids (MI)

Growth in the Spring Lake Watershed

The Spring Lake Watershed is located in West Michigan, and flows into the Grand River in northwestern Ottawa County,
just 2.6 nautical miles upstream of Lake Michigan. This is one of the fastest growing regions in the Midwest, and it is one of the few
local areas in Michigan that continued to see significant growth in both population and new development throughout the last decade.

Why Is Stormwater Runoff a Problem?

Stormwater runoff is rain or melting snow that cannot soak into the ground. It flows over hard, impervious surfaces, collecting pollutants
and debris as it enters into our waterways. It promotes water pollution, algae blooms, flooding, and erosion damage. As the

region continues to grow, new development brings with it more and more impervious surfaces - paved roadways, parking lots, and
rooftops. Stormwater hits these hard, impenetrable surfaces and runs off, flowing through storm drains and directly into surrounding
waterways (Spring Lake, the Grand River, and Lake Michigan). The results of this runoff can be severe.
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1992-97 Land Use and Cover
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Bare/sparsely vegetated 208 0.6
- Commercial/industrial/transportation 1,020 3.0
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Evanston

g
vy} 5 1
Spring Lake g
Watershed "
u.
%Wa eights Ravenna. Heights Ravenna
£
s i) eringer
o
F : -
s 8
Lake Hile Hie « e H
Michigan Ottawa | e 5 -
o y Legend
is Elli
. : Land Use and Cover Description Total Acres| %
P -~
erg s 3 . Bare/sparsely vegetated 184 0.5
-~ l =
c 0 - Commercial/industrial/transportation 1,504 4.4
Mount Garfield @ g g ‘ ? = .‘ Mo 1€
g : . 5 Coniferous forest 2,643 7.8
Easilind S
g o
» » - Cropland and pasture 4,140 12.2
| El;) ar
- T " .
= -F“ ______ - Deciduous forest 11,186 | 33.1
| = c ab nG ¢
2 5 F - Emergent herbaceous wetlands 247 0.7
S ch lES 3 3 =
=E[§ B Herbaceous open land/grasslands 755 2.2
n Vlg P E F:aﬁ ree\(~ .
—\Elm . : - Mixed forest 5 0.0
@ ri Fruit]
R 1 .
Muskegon County 3 =g © * : ! Muskegon Coun - Orchards/vineyards/other 834 2.5
Ottawa County 3 ) | . Ottawa County
& hian, SLT < - Other agricultural land 214 0.6
< Hi . .
v 2 2 . Residential 9,343 27.6
Witiow
Vg Shrub/low-density trees 963 2.8
g C a
: = z £ £ .
: L E— ¢ | & Fents 3 Urban/recreational grasses 523 1.5
, ) 3 : o > . B water 1,187 | 35
‘ -9y \ R o } ancy :
m] . =
S "y - | Ll - » - Woody wetlands 92 0.3
& rfo e -
LoE S g Data Sources
2V 2 g 2006 Land Use and Cover - AWRI-GVSU Updated using
2006 National Agricultural Imagery Program (NAIP) Digital
ARG Orthophotograph with AWRI-GVSU 1992-97 Land Use and Cover Data
e e
Base Information - Michigan Center for Geographic
Liber o 2 Information, Department of Information Technology, 2008
g 3
M-104
0 0.5 3 4 Information Services Center
on o o — — — \lilc S Annis Water Resources Institute
SN N o _ Grand Valley State University
; N Kilometers
Lake 0 05 1 2 3 4 Map Prepared: March 2009
Michigan N 11
N



Population Density - 2000 Census Blocks
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Housing Unit Density - 2000 Census Blocks
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Percent of Impervious Surface Cover - 2006
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Percent Change in Impervious Surface Cover - 2006, 1992-97 and 1978
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