
SECTION 2: POPULATION AND LAND USE
Logo design courtesy of Shane VanOosterhout,
Kendall College of Art and Design, Grand Rapids (MI)

Growth in the Spring Lake Watershed

Why is Stormwater Runoff a Problem?

The Spring Lake Watershed is located in West Michigan, and flows into the Grand River in northwestern Ottawa County,
just 2.6 nautical miles upstream of Lake Michigan.  This is one of the fastest growing regions in the Midwest, and it is one of the few
local areas in Michigan that continued to see significant growth in both population and new development throughout the last decade.

Stormwater runoff is rain or melting snow that cannot soak into the ground. It flows over hard, impervious surfaces, collecting pollutants
and debris as it enters into our waterways.  It promotes water pollution, algae blooms, flooding, and erosion damage.  As the
region continues to grow, new development brings with it more and more impervious surfaces - paved roadways, parking lots, and 
rooftops. Stormwater hits these hard, impenetrable surfaces and runs off, flowing through storm drains and directly into surrounding
waterways (Spring Lake, the Grand River, and Lake Michigan).  The results of this runoff can be severe.
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