APPENDIX A: WETLANDS ASSESSMENT

Logo design courtesy of Shane VanOosterhout,
Kendall College of Art and Design, Grand Rapids (MI)

Functional Wetland Assessment

The Information Services Center (ISC) at the Annis Water Resources Institute is conducting a landscape level functional assessment

of the wetlands in the Lower Grand River Watershed. Funded by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 5, this assessment
Identifies how the extent of wetland change within the watershed has impacted the functional services generally provided by those wetlands.
Because of the ongoing work of the Rein in the Runoff project team, the Spring Lake Watershed was selected as a targeted watershed for this
wetland assessment. ISC has preliminarily identified locations within the Spring Lake Watershed where there is high potential for floodwater

storage, sediment retention, and nutrient transformation.

Photo credits: E. S. Isely
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Functional Wetland Analysis - Flood Water Storage*
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Flood Water Storage is an important wetland function that
reduces downstream flooding and lowers flood heights.
Floodplain wetlands and other lotic wetlands (basin and flat
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provide flood water storage at a significant level and are ranked

by their potential to accomplish this function - High or Moderate.
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Functional Wetland Analysis - Retention of Sediment*

sediment retention. These wetlands are ranked by their
potential to accomplish this function - High or Moderate.
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Functional Wetland Analysis - Nutrient Transformation*®
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Potential Wetland Restoration Sites ‘
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