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Drowned River Mouth

Effects on the Stormwater Infiltration and Runoff

Spring Lake is one of many drowned river mouths located along Lake Michigan's
eastern shoreline. These systems are remnants of the most recent Ice Age,
when retreating glacial ice melted and submerged (or flooded) the mouth of
these rivers where they entered Lake Michigan. 
 

The young, relatively recent landscape features and soils in Michigan's Lower Peninsula that were left behind by the glaciers are mainly
comprised of loose and unconsolidated glacial drift. These are typically sands, gravels, silts, and clays and/or combinations of these
materials, which can be hundreds of feet thick.  Generally speaking, the vast majority of soils within the Spring Lake Watershed are of a sand
or sandy texture, which have the properties of high to moderately high rainfall infiltration rates and low runoff potential.  This results overall
in a very pervious landscape which is well-suited to handle natural precipitation.  Alterations to this pervious material through the
introduction of hardened, impervious materials, such as concrete, asphalt and metal, remove these natural stormwater control benefits. 

SECTION 3: UNDERLYING WATERSHED CHARACTERISTICS

LandSat Multi-Spectral Scanner (MSS) Satellite Image of lower
Grand River flowing into Lake Michigan.  Spring Lake is shown in
the center of the image, flowing into the Grand River - Spring,1985.

Photo credit: E.S. Isely 16
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