
Persuading Your Reader 
Writing argument papers presumes an audience who disagrees with your opinion. To be effective, you 
must clearly set out your position, expose common misunderstandings, and anticipate/respond to opposing 
ideas. As you write, remember to be respectful and considerate of those who disagree. Consider the 
following suggestions: 

Do Your Research 
To be convincing, you must be accurate and informative. Sometimes people disagree because they 
misunderstand your position. Be clear and thorough when describing your viewpoint. Citing academic 
sources such as journal articles, respected books, etc. helps boost credibility. 

Show Advantages 
Clearly present the benefits presented by your point of view. This tells the reader that your position is not 
only reasonable but also advantageous. 

Organize Your Argument 
Once you've gathered your information, structure it in a way that is logical and progressive. An argument 
is basically made up of one or more premises (pieces of supporting evidence) and a conclusion. Essentially, 
your paper's main point is the conclusion of your argument. Remember that even your premises may need 
to be justified to your reader. One way to structure an argument paper is to prove the main points as you 
go along and then show how the points you've just demonstrated offer evidence for your point of view. 

Anticipate Opposition 
Although knowledge about your position is all that is needed to inform your audience, knowledge about 
opposing positions is necessary to be persuasive. Address questions that you would expect your opposition 
to ask. If you are not able to answer questions commonly asked by those with different points of view, 
consider modifying your position through more research or by focusing on a different angle. What would 
the other side say? 

Concede Points 
An important way to demonstrate maturity and knowledge about your subject is to admit some area(s) in 
which an opposing position is correct. This gives you credibility and respectability. Concessions can be 
made throughout the paper as appropriate or they can be presented together in one section (which may be 
one or more paragraphs). 

Conclude 
Argument/persuasive papers can be concluded by summarizing your main points and recapping how they 
lead to your point of view. Summaries ensure that the important things stand out from the lesser points. 
Alternately, you might call your readers to implement your ideas based on the advantages you've presented. 
Strive to make a fair and lasting impression. 

For more information: 

http://www. public. asu.edur jmlynch/ ArgumentativePapers.html 



IP>IERSUADDNG YOUR RIEADIER 

We encounter persuasion all the time. Consider the difference between a 

A
rampaiga speech aod , debate mooaog'"' 

One panders, or indulges in already held beliefs of the 
audience 

The other speaks as if their audience disagrees with them, and it 
is their goal to convince them of something new 

WHEN WRITING AN 
ARGUMENTATIVE PAPER, YOUR 

GOAL IS TO TREAT IT LIKE A 
DEBATE - ASSUME YOUR READER 
DISAGREES WITH YOU, AND THEN 

WRITE WITH THE GOAL OF 
CONVINCING THEM TO SEE IT 

YOUR WAY. 

HOWCAN 

YOU TELL? 

TRY THIS: 

ience agrees with you - If th 
should be regulated by the g 
n you won't have anything le 

HOWDOYOU 

DO THIS? 

the matter. 

FIND ACCURATE, INFORMATIVE, CLEAR, & RELEVANT EXAMPLES, 

STATISTICS, POINTS OF VIEW, ECT FROM CREDIBLE SOURCES. 

TRY TO HIGHLIGHT THE BENEFITS OF YOUR POSITION - THEN YOUR 

POINT OF VIEW ISN'T JUST REASONABLE, IT'S ALSO ADVANTAGEOUS. 

MAKE SURE YOUR ARGUMENT IS ORGANIZED EFFECTIVELY - MAKE 

SURE THE ORGANIZATION HAS A PURPOSE AND DOES ITS JOB TO 

CONVINCE THE READER. 

BE SURE TO KNOW WHAT THE OPPOSING VIEWPOINT THINKS ABOUT 

YOUR TOPIC - THOUGH IT DOESN'T NEED MUCH ATTENTION, IT IS 

HELPFUL TO KNOW WHAT YOUR AUDIENCE MIGHT BE THINKING. 

PART OF ARGUING WELL IS BEING CONSIDERATE OF THE OPPOSING 

VIEWPOINT - BE SURE TO ACKNOWLEDGE WHEN YOUR OPPOSITION 

HAS A GOOD POINT. 

YOUR ARGUMENT WILL FEEL COMPLETE IF YOU HAVE A PURPOSEFUL 

AND EFFECTIVE CONCLUSION. MAKE SURE TO SPEND TIME ON 

ENDING YOUR ARGUMENT SO THE READER FEELS AS IF THEY FULLY 

UNDERSTAND YOUR POINT OF VIEW AND BELIEVE IT MATTERS. 

MAKE A CLAIM. 

But If they disagree• if 
they say "No! That's 

wrong! Prisons should 
be able to be regulated 

by a private entity." • 
then you have to offer 
up reasons for them to 

change their minds. 




