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Your descript ion of  how you wil l  provide learning experiences and do
assessment  i s  wr i t ten  f rom the  perspec t ive  of  one  ins t ruc tor ;  o ther  ins t ruc tors
a re  f ree  to  use  d i f fe ren t  methods .  

P L S  1 0 2 :  A m e r i c a n  G o v e r n m e n t  a n d  P o l i t i c s

H o w  t h e  C o u r s e  F i t s  w i t h i n  t h e  C a t e g o r y ,
C u l t u r e s  -  U S  D i v e r s i t y

The Uni ted  Sta tes  i s  a  na t ion  tha t  has  been ,  and  i s  increas ingly  becoming,  one
composed  of  people  f rom many d i f fe ren t  backgrounds .  Few na t ions  have  been
faced wi th  the  chal lenges  and oppor tuni t ies  of  incorpora t ing  so  many d iverse
groups  of  people .  Members  of  such  a  na t ion  and i t s  soc ie t ies  need  to  be  able  to
understand how divers i ty  may affect  their  own individual  ident i t ies  as  wel l  as
their  relat ionships with people in their  social  and poli t ical  communit ies .



Knowledge Outcome 1:  Explain the his tor ical
t ra jec tor ies  and  consequences ,  wor ldv iews ,
languages,  and/or  ways of  l i fe  of  diverse
cul tures  wi thin  the  Uni ted  Sta tes .

U s i n g  o n e  o r  t w o  e x a m p l e s ,  d e s c r i b e  h o w  y o u  w i l l  t e a c h  s t u d e n t s  t h i s
o u t c o m e  e x p l a i n  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  t r a j e c t o r i e s  a n d  c o n s e q u e n c e s ,
w o r l d v i e w s ,  l a n g u a g e s ,  a n d / o r  w a y s  o f  l i f e  o f  d i v e r s e  c u l t u r e s  w i t h i n
t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s . 

The  h is tor ic  consequences  of  pr iv i leged race ,  gender ,  and c lass  are  inc luded
in mult iple units  of  the introductory U.S.  poli t ics course.  An example of how
this  wil l  be taught  to  s tudents  is  by examining the s t ruggle for  pol i t ical  r ights
for  people of  color  and women in the United States .  This  topic  is  carr ied
through severa l  uni t s  of  the  course .  The  century  p lus  s t ruggle  for  genuine
pol i t ica l  r ights  and the  extending consequence  of  th is  s t ruggle  i s  read  about ,
d iscussed ,  and  inc luded in  a  wr i t ten  ass ignments  in  the  course .     

F o r  t h e  p u r p o s e s  o f  G E  a s s e s s m e n t ,  s e l e c t  t h e  m e t h o d  y o u  w i l l  u s e  t o
a s s e s s  h o w  w e l l  i n d i v i d u a l  s t u d e n t s  h a v e  l e a r n e d  t h i s  o u t c o m e .  O n l y
s e l e c t  t h e  m o s t  r e l e v a n t  a s s e s s m e n t  m e a s u r e ( s )  t h a t  y o u  w i l l  u s e  f o r
G E  a s s e s s m e n t .  ( D u r i n g  y o u r  c o u r s e  y o u  c o u l d  a s s e s s  s t u d e n t s  u s i n g
s e v e r a l  m e a s u r e s ,  b u t  f o r  G E  a s s e s s m e n t  y o u  s h o u l d  o n l y  u s e  a
s i n g l e  m e a s u r e . )  

Exam/Quiz Question(s) -  Individual 

Knowledge Outcome 2:  Explain how social
cons t ruc t ions  of  e thnic i ty / race  and a t  leas t
one of  the  fol lowing socia l  a t t r ibutes  shape
group and individual  ident i t ies :  gender ,  c lass ,
abil i t ies ,  age sexual  orientat ion,  rel igion,  or
common h i s to ry .

U s i n g  o n e  o r  t w o  e x a m p l e s ,  d e s c r i b e  h o w  y o u  w i l l  t e a c h  s t u d e n t s  t h i s
o u t c o m e  e x p l a i n  h o w  s o c i a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n s  o f  e t h n i c i t y / r a c e  a n d  a t
l e a s t  o n e  o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  s o c i a l  a t t r i b u t e s  s h a p e  g r o u p  a n d
i n d i v i d u a l  i d e n t i t i e s :  g e n d e r ,  c l a s s ,  a b i l i t i e s ,  a g e  s e x u a l  o r i e n t a t i o n ,
r e l i g i o n ,  o r  c o m m o n  h i s t o r y . 

Communit ies  of  color  and Americans  wi th  lower  socioeconomic s ta tus



his tor ical ly  are  less  pol i t ica l ly  act ive  and have fewer  e lected representa t ives
tha t  share  the  same demographics .  Th is  i s  t aught  dur ing  the  un i t s  on
Congress ,  vot ing,  pol i t ical  par t ies ,  and publ ic  opinion.  We read and discuss
how unequal  par t ic ipat ion and representa t ion impacts  publ ic  pol icy  decis ions
made  by  ou r  r ep resen ta t ives .    

F o r  t h e  p u r p o s e s  o f  G E  a s s e s s m e n t ,  s e l e c t  t h e  m e t h o d  y o u  w i l l  u s e  t o
a s s e s s  h o w  w e l l  i n d i v i d u a l  s t u d e n t s  h a v e  l e a r n e d  t h i s  o u t c o m e .  O n l y
s e l e c t  t h e  m o s t  r e l e v a n t  a s s e s s m e n t  m e a s u r e ( s )  t h a t  y o u  w i l l  u s e  f o r
G E  a s s e s s m e n t .  ( D u r i n g  y o u r  c o u r s e  y o u  c o u l d  a s s e s s  s t u d e n t s  u s i n g
s e v e r a l  m e a s u r e s ,  b u t  f o r  G E  a s s e s s m e n t  y o u  s h o u l d  o n l y  u s e  a
s i n g l e  m e a s u r e . )  

Exam/Quiz Question(s) -  Individual 

Knowledge Outcome 3:  Explain how individual
and  sys temic  rac i sm a f fec t  those  who  a re
d i sc r imina ted  aga ins t  and  those  who
discr iminate  agains t  o thers  in  the  Uni ted
S t a t e s .

U s i n g  o n e  o r  t w o  e x a m p l e s ,  d e s c r i b e  h o w  y o u  w i l l  t e a c h  s t u d e n t s  t h i s
o u t c o m e  e x p l a i n  h o w  i n d i v i d u a l  a n d  s y s t e m i c  r a c i s m  a f f e c t  t h o s e
w h o  a r e  d i s c r i m i n a t e d  a g a i n s t  a n d  t h o s e  w h o  d i s c r i m i n a t e  a g a i n s t
o t h e r s  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s . 

One example  of  how this  can be  taught  i s  through the  uni t  on c ivi l  r ights
where  we d iscuss  the  sys temic  rac ism of  the  c r iminal  jus t ice  sys tem and how
that  disproport ionately impacts  people  of  color  in  a  var ie ty  of  out le ts .  Another
example  is  th inking about  vot ing r ights  and pol i t ica l  representa t ion.  Another
example  of  how th is  can  be  taught  i s  through the  examinat ion  of  pr iv i lege  and
power  and the  inf luence of  such on pol i t ics .  One way to  do this  i s  to  examine
campaign donat ions  f rom in teres t  groups  to  candidates  and pol i t ica l  par t ies .    

F o r  t h e  p u r p o s e s  o f  G E  a s s e s s m e n t ,  s e l e c t  t h e  m e t h o d  y o u  w i l l  u s e  t o
a s s e s s  h o w  w e l l  i n d i v i d u a l  s t u d e n t s  h a v e  l e a r n e d  t h i s  o u t c o m e .  O n l y
s e l e c t  t h e  m o s t  r e l e v a n t  a s s e s s m e n t  m e a s u r e ( s )  t h a t  y o u  w i l l  u s e  f o r
G E  a s s e s s m e n t .  ( D u r i n g  y o u r  c o u r s e  y o u  c o u l d  a s s e s s  s t u d e n t s  u s i n g
s e v e r a l  m e a s u r e s ,  b u t  f o r  G E  a s s e s s m e n t  y o u  s h o u l d  o n l y  u s e  a
s i n g l e  m e a s u r e . )  

Exam/Quiz Question(s) -  Individual 



Skills Outcome: Information Literacy - identify
the  need  for  in format ion ;  access ,  eva lua te ,
and use information effect ively,  e thical ly ,  and
legally.

Defines  the  scope of  the  research  ques t ion  or  thes is  wi th  c lar i ty  and
app rop r i a t e  dep th .
Accesses  informat ion by us ing ef fec t ive ,  wel l -des igned search s t ra tegies
and  the  mos t  r e l evan t  r e sea rch  too l s .
Chooses  a  var ie ty  of  qua l i ty  sources  appropr ia te  to  the  scope  and
disc ipl ine  of  the  research quest ion,  incorporat ing seminal  works  and
essent ia l  theor is ts / th inkers  by using mult iple  evaluat ive  cr i ter ia .
Organizes  and synthes izes  informat ion f rom sources  to  fu l ly  achieve  the
in tended  purpose ,  wi th  c la r i ty  and  depth .
Complete ly  and accura te ly  c i tes  a l l  informat ion sources  used by
appropr ia te ly  paraphras ing ,  summar iz ing ,  and  quot ing .

F o r  e a c h  o b j e c t i v e  l i s t e d  a b o v e ,  d e s c r i b e  h o w  s t u d e n t s  w i l l  a c q u i r e
t h e  s k i l l . 

Object ive 1:  Students  wil l  be  taught  this  object ive by learning how to develop
a  research  ques t ion .  This  could  be  done  through the  GEC video on  research ,
examples  o f  s t rong  or  weak  research  ques t ions ,  o r  models  o f  research
q u e s t i o n s .
 
Object ive  2:  Students  wi l l  be  taught  th is  object ive  by learning how to  use  the
l ibrary and poli t ical  science specif ic  search outlets .

Object ive  3 :  Students  wi l l  be  taught  the  impor tance  of  fac t  checking and
evaluat ing the qual i ty  of  sources  in  the pol i t ical  realm.  This  vet t ing process
wil l  be  essent ia l  for  having proper  sources  for  thei r  research papers .  

Objec t ive  4 :  S tudents  wi l l  be  taught  th is  through the  use  and examinat ion  of
course  mater ia l s  tha t  successfu l  achieve  objec t ive  4 .  

Object ive 5:  Students  wil l  be  taught  this  via  discussion of  plagiar ism and the
disseminat ion  of  resources  to  ass i s t  s tudents  in  proper ly  paraphras ing ,
summar iz ing ,  and  quot ing .  

F o r  t h e  p u r p o s e s  o f  G E  a s s e s s m e n t ,  s e l e c t  t h e  m e t h o d  y o u  w i l l  u s e  t o
a s s e s s  h o w  w e l l  i n d i v i d u a l  s t u d e n t s  h a v e  l e a r n e d  t h i s  o u t c o m e .  O n l y
s e l e c t  t h e  m o s t  r e l e v a n t  a s s e s s m e n t  m e a s u r e ( s )  t h a t  y o u  w i l l  u s e  f o r
G E  a s s e s s m e n t .  ( D u r i n g  y o u r  c o u r s e  y o u  c o u l d  a s s e s s  s t u d e n t s  u s i n g
s e v e r a l  m e a s u r e s ,  b u t  f o r  G E  a s s e s s m e n t  y o u  s h o u l d  o n l y  u s e  a
s i n g l e  m e a s u r e . )  



Written Assignment -  Individual 

Skills  Outcome: Ethical  Reasoning -  apply
ethical  pr inciples  and codes  of  conduct  to
dec is ion  making .

Recognizes  e th ica l  i s sues  when presented  in  a  complex ,  mul t i layered
(gray)  contex t  and  can  recognize  in te r re la t ionsh ips  among the  i s sues .
Names  the  major  e th ica l  theory  or  theor ies  used ,  presents  the  g is t  o f  sa id
theory  or  theor ies ,  and thoroughly  and accura te ly  expla ins  the  de ta i l s  of
the  theory  o r  theor ies  used .
Appl ies  e th ica l  theor ies  to  a  complex i ssue  accura te ly  and cons iders  the
full  implications of the application.
Sta tes  a  pos i t ion  in-depth  and ef fec t ive ly  defends  agains t  o ther  e th ica l
p e r s p e c t i v e s .

F o r  e a c h  o b j e c t i v e  l i s t e d  a b o v e ,  d e s c r i b e  h o w  s t u d e n t s  w i l l  a c q u i r e
t h e  s k i l l . 

Object ive 1:   Students  wi l l  learn to  recognize and complexly consider  e thical
issues  in  American pol i t ics  through lectures ,  c lass  discuss ions ,  and exercises
on historical  and contemporary issues in U.S.  pol i t ics . 

Object ive 2:  Students wil l  learn major ethical  theories in U.S.  poli t ics  through
lectures  and other  course  mater ia l .  They wi l l  learn  to  expla in  these  theor ies
th rough  d i scuss ions ,  e s says ,  p resen ta t ions ,  and  exams . 

 

Object ive 3:  Students  wi l l  apply the  theor ies  they learn in  this  course  via
var ious  ass ignments .  For  example ,  wr i t ten  essays ,  d iscuss ions ,  and  ora l
p r e s e n t a t i o n s . 

 

Object ive 4:  Students  wi l l  learn  to  take  e th ica l  pos i t ions  and to  defend those
by choosing topics  for  ass ignments ,  applying research ski l l s ,  what  they
learned  in  the  course ,  and  then  defend  the i r  pos i t ion  in  course  ass ignments .
These  a s s ignmen t s  may  be  o ra l  p re sen ta t ions ,  wr i t t en  e s says ,  and  exams . 

F o r  t h e  p u r p o s e s  o f  G E  a s s e s s m e n t ,  s e l e c t  t h e  m e t h o d  y o u  w i l l  u s e  t o
a s s e s s  h o w  w e l l  i n d i v i d u a l  s t u d e n t s  h a v e  l e a r n e d  t h i s  o u t c o m e .  O n l y
s e l e c t  t h e  m o s t  r e l e v a n t  a s s e s s m e n t  m e a s u r e ( s )  t h a t  y o u  w i l l  u s e  f o r
G E  a s s e s s m e n t .  ( D u r i n g  y o u r  c o u r s e  y o u  c o u l d  a s s e s s  s t u d e n t s  u s i n g
s e v e r a l  m e a s u r e s ,  b u t  f o r  G E  a s s e s s m e n t  y o u  s h o u l d  o n l y  u s e  a
s i n g l e  m e a s u r e . )  



Exam/Quiz Question(s) -  Individual 

Written Assignment -  Individual 


