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Rogue River Water shed Clean Michigan
| nitiative Plan Approved

Nichol Stout

A RogueRiver Watershed Clean Michigan I nitiative Plan was approved by theMichigan
Department of Environmenta Quality in August 2000. Approvd of thisplanquaifiesprojects,
withintheRogueRiver Watershed for funding fromthe Clean Michigan Nonpoint Source Pollu-
tionControl Grants. TheCleanMichigan I nitigtiveprovides$675millionfor avariety of environ-
menta, parks, and redevel opment programs.

ganlInitiative Planto beapproved, many ee-
mentsneeded to beincluded. Theplan con-

* geographic scopeof thewatershed

* designated and desired uses

« water qudity threstsand/or imparment
* goedific pollutants

* sourcesof thepollutants

 water quality protectiongoas

* cog of implementation activities
«timelinefor eachtask

* public participation process

* evauation process

Rogue River

The RogueRiver Watershed Project hasa ready submitted project designsfor road stream
crossngimprovements, vegetative establishment, and stream bank stabilization. Theseprojects
arecurrently under considerationby MDEQst&ff.

F-8

“Clean Cedar
Crek” ~ A
Clean-Up On A
Tributary Of
The Rogue

Page 2

Rogue River
Water shed
Council

Pege 2

Thinking Sub-
regionally
Page 3

Cedar Springs
Students Collect
Critters

Pege 3




“Clean Cedar Creek” ~A Clean-Up

On A Tributary Of TheRogue

Nichol Stout

Thewater wasmurky and calm and seemedto swal-
low up the very object we were trying to save. The
volunteer firefighter buckled aseriesof ropesand straps
together; thisrescuewasgoing to requirebrawvn. Some-
onehadto gointo thethreatening water. Wewereall

relieved whentherescuewasmadeandtheobjectwas 7

heaved on shore. Who would have thought, al this
troublefor ashopping cart?

That was one of the many pieces of trash that was
picked up at the* Clean Cedar Creek” event on June 3,
2000. The AnnisWater Resources I ngtitute of Grand
Vdley StateUniversity held thecleanup during Nationa
River Cleanup Week, whichisaweek long river clean-
up event around the United States.

During theevent, Northland Park and gpproximeately
threeblocksa ong Cedar Creek in Cedar Springswere
cleaned up. Thecity provided agarbagetruck and use

Rogue River Water shed Council

Scott Steiner

West Michigan Trout Unlimited (WMTU) isexcited
about the progpectsthat thiswatershed project presents.
Withinthelast coupleof years, wehavedecidedtomake
theRogueRiver atop priority inour consarvaionefforts.
Sincethiscoincdedwiththegrantto Grand Valey Metro
Council and thework being undertaken by the Annis
Water Resources|ndtitute, it ssemed neturd that wewould
becomeapartner inthisproject.

WMTU hashad agood amount of involvement on
theRogueRiver intermsof ingaling trout habitet struc-
tures, dabilizingbanks, and other in-gtreamimprovements.
However, inthelagt few years, therehasbeenagrowing
redizationthat these projectsad onearenct enough. We
couldingtall habitat and stream flow structuresup and
downtheriver, but unlesswe do something to address
thecausesof water qudity degradation, they may dl fail.
For that reason, weredizethe need tofocusonissues
suchassiormwater management, sedimentation control,

of thedity firehal for the Junethird event. Thegod of the
cleanup event wasto inform thecommunity about this
valuebleresourcethat flowsthrough Cedar Springs. @,

Northland Park

andthermad congstency.

Thisredlization haslead to avery important agpect of
thisproject—the creation of theRogue River Watershed
Council. Theprimary god of the Council isto havean
inditutiond , perpetud organization madeup of many dif-
ferent agendies, groups municipdities andindividuasadl
having onecommon goa-thelong term protection of the
RogueRiver through education, long termland useplan-
ning, and community sewardship. Althoughweneedthe
involvement and direction of government agenciesand
municipditiesinthiseffort, thebackboneof theeffort will
haveto becitizen-based-that isindividuasinvolved for
no other reasonthan that enjoy thisriver and want to put
insometimeand effort tofirst redly understand it and
thento protectit. If youwouldliketolearn moreabout
the Council and helpingetting it off theground, please
contact Nichol Stout (895-3092) or mysdlf (233-5206).
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Thinking*“ Sub-regionally”

Andy Bowman

Very few residentsin our metro
regionredizethat thecombined cu-
mulativeaffect of literdly hundreds
of locd decisonsmadeweekly and
monthly throughout our regionisnei-
ther routindy andyzed nor collectively
managed by any agency, board, com-
missonor person. InMichigan, this
isby desgnandistheway wehave
chosentobuild our communities. It's
not thet locd governmentsaretheonly
authorizingagency. Infact, Sgnificant
land use changenormally requires
many other authorizations from
county, Sate, or federd governments.

Thered problemisthat thereis
no forum through whichimportant
decisonsabout sgnificant develop-

mentscantakeplacejointly. Aslo-
caly dected and gppointed officids
grapplewithlargeland-dtering pro-
posasin betweendl their usud ad-
minisrativemetters, thewidespreaed
regiond (or “sub-regiond”) effect of
thosechangesareoften not well un-
derstood and go unexaminedinthe
process. Ignoringtheseintergovern-
menta impactsusudly resultsinex-
tracost tothepublic.

At Grand Valley Metro Council,
weareencouraging suchforumsas
Sub-regiond Planning Associations
(seeBlueprint Planningontheweb a
www.gvmc.org). After conducting
focusgroupsfor twoyearsrunningin
each of Six suchareasaround our

Cedar Spring Students Collect Critters

Nichol Stout

Beforeschool let out for the
summer months, sixty Cedar
Spring middleschoolersspent
a half-day sampling Cedar
Creek. Thestudentswerepart
of avolunteer monitoring pro-
gram cdled Stream Search.
Stream Searchinvolvesvolun-
teersmonitoringwater quality
in Kent County streams.
Among thesesreamsisCedar
Creek that runsright through
Northland Park wheremany of
thechildrenfish.

Cedar Creek

metropolitanregion, it isclear that
local planning official sseetheneed
forthiskind of discussonintheir de-
liberationsonsgnificant regiond land
usechange. Thoughnot dl sub-re-
gionsagreeontheformandfunction
of suchagroup, nearly dl expressed
interetinthisgpproachtoinvestigating
theirjointinterests. Thisisgoodnews
for theRogue River Watershed sub-
regionwhereasmany as15munici-
pdities(and maybemore) arejoining
together in awatershed council to
focusonissuesof joint concern sur-
rounding theRogue, including com-
plexland useissues. ”

A week beforethe monitor-
ing day, students|earned about
macroinvertebrates and how
aguatic insects can be used as
indicatorsof water qudity. Some
of themonitoringthestudentsdid
. included sketching the stream,
meesuring velodity andtempera:
ture, and collecting
macroinvertebrates. Thedata
' collected by the Cedar Springs
middleschoolerswill beof use

4 totheRogueRiver Watershed

Project. &
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