
GVSU Student Commencement Speaker Selection Form 

Rank Score______________    Total Score_________(out of 50) 

 
Categories Score 

1. Organization: Uses organization that 
is clear and logical. Effective attention 
getter, logically organized, effective 
conclusion 

Poor 
(1) 

Fair 
(2) 

Good 
(3) 

Better 
(4) 

Excellent 
(5) 

2. Verbal Delivery: Uses clear 
pronunciation, articulation, correct 
grammar, and correct words. 

Poor 
(1) 

Fair 
(2) 

Good 
(3) 

Better 
(4) 

Excellent 
(5) 

3. Vocal Variety: Uses variety in rate, 
pitch, volume, and pause to maintain 
interest; avoids verbal filler (i.e., Uh, 
Um). 

Poor 
(1) 

Fair 
(2) 

Good 
(3) 

Better 
(4) 

Excellent 
(5) 

4. Nonverbal Delivery: Uses appropriate 
gestures and posture, as well as 
maintains adequate eye contact. 

Poor 
(1) 

Fair 
(2) 

Good 
(3) 

Better 
(4) 

Excellent 
(5) 

5. Relevance: The speech meets the 
occasion. Examples and stories depict 
the academic journey. 

Poor 
(1) 

Fair 
(2) 

Good 
(3) 

Better  
(4) 

Excellent 
(5) 

6. Originality: The speech feels unique 
and avoids cliche  rhetorical devices. 

Poor 
(1) 

Fair 
(2) 

Good 
(3) 

Better  
(4) 

Excellent 
(5) 

7. Attention to Audience: The greater 
university community, (students, 
family, faculty, etc..) is taken into 
account.  

Poor 
(1) 

Fair 
(2) 

Good 
(3) 

Better 
(4) 

Excellent 
(5) 

8. Alignment: The speech aligns and 
reflects the values and mission of 
GVSU. 

Poor 
(1) 

Fair 
(2) 

Good 
(3) 

Better 
(4) 

Excellent 
(5) 

9. Inspirational Quality: The tone and 
content are uplifting, speaks to the 
moment and the future. 

Poor 
(1) 

Fair 
(2) 

Good 
(3) 

Better 
(4) 

Excellent 
(5) 

10.  Length: Speech is 3 minutes Poor 
(1) 

Fair 
(2) 

Good 
(3) 

Better 
(4) 

Excellent 
(5) 

 


