
 Your answers to the questions below will help the University determine 
whether export controls apply to your research and creative activities. 
Checking “YES” on this form does not automatically mean that your 
activities are controlled under export regulations. It only helps the 
University evaluate potential issues and gives the opportunity to provide 
you with information necessary for you to determine the feasibility of 
conducting research with export control restrictions.  

RESEARCHER SELF-ASSESSMENT FOR EXPORT CONTROL 

DATE:   FACULTY       STAFF 

FACULTY/STAFF (F/S) INFORMATION 

F/S MEMBER NAME:  

DEPARTMENT:  EMAIL ADDRESS:  

RESEARCH INTEREST 
BRIEFLY DESCRIBE YOUR RESEARCH INTEREST (e.g.: Chemical Synthesis, Medical Device, Encryption, etc.) 

  N/A (I don’t have an active research project) 

Is there an organization outside of Grand Valley State University who sponsors and/or contributes to the research?  
  YES         NO           If yes, please provide their name, institution, and phone number. 

ABOUT YOUR WORK* (Guidance provided at the end of the document) 

1.Does your research involve development or use of any data, hardware, materials, technology, software or services
listed on the US Munitions List or the Commerce Control List?        YES       NO      N/A

2. Are you developing or using encrypted software in which you will have access to the applicable source code?

 YES       NO      N/A    

3. Were you asked by the sponsor to provide the nationalities/citizenship status of the researchers working on this
research (excluding training grants, fellowships and career development awards)?

 YES       NO       N/A 

4. Are you aware of restrictions on publication of the results of your research or pre-publication review & approval by
the sponsor?

 YES       NO      N/A 

http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=86008bdffd1fb2e79cc5df41a180750a&node=22:1.0.1.13.58&rgn=div5
http://www.bis.doc.gov/index.php/regulations/commerce-control-list-ccl


 Your answers to the questions below will help the University determine 
whether export controls apply to your research and creative activities. 
Checking “YES” on this form does not automatically mean that your 
activities are controlled under export regulations. It only helps the 
University evaluate potential issues and gives the opportunity to provide 
you with information necessary for you to determine the feasibility of 
conducting research with export control restrictions.  

5. Are you planning to ship or take material/prototype/samples (including biological/hazardous
materials)/equipment/hardware/technology/software/technical drawings/schematics/data abroad?

 YES       NO 

6. Are you planning to work with institutions or companies located abroad?  YES       NO 

7. Do you envision receipt of proprietary information subject to a Non-Disclosure Agreement?  YES       NO 

8. Do you plan to travel to a sanctioned country (Iran, Syria, North Korea, etc.) as defined by the US Treasury
Department?

 YES      NO 

Please save a copy of the completed form and forward it to rci@gvsu.edu.  If you have any questions regarding any 
question on this document please contact Benjamin Vesper in the Office of Research Compliance and Integrity 
(rci@gvsu.edu). More information on export controls at Grand Valley State University can be found at 
http://www.gvsu.edu/export/. 

http://www.treasury.gov/RESOURCE-CENTER/SANCTIONS/Programs/Pages/Programs.aspx
http://www.treasury.gov/RESOURCE-CENTER/SANCTIONS/Programs/Pages/Programs.aspx
mailto:rci@gvsu.edu
mailto:rci@gvsu.edu
http://www.gvsu.edu/export/
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University evaluate potential issues and gives the opportunity to provide 
you with information necessary for you to determine the feasibility of 
conducting research with export control restrictions.  

Explanations/Guidance to questions posed in this document 

Question1- Does your research involve development or use of any data, hardware, materials, technology, software or services 
listed on the US Munitions List or the Commerce Control List? The vast majority of research performed by GVSU is uncontrolled and not 
on the Commerce Control List or the US Munitions List. If you develop/use hardware, materials, software or technology listed on any of these 
lists, you may need licenses to involve international students or scholars, ship abroad, travel abroad with the information among other things. 
This depends on additional factors such as publication restrictions, precise classification of the research, the scope of the project/
collaboration etc. All of these factors are relevant in making the final determination on export controls.  If you check “yes,” the University will 
contact you to review your statement of work and determine if additional protections are needed for the research. Since controlled research 
typically requires separate laboratory space, information security process, approvals prior to publication of controlled data, licenses for 
international travel with controlled equipment; it is important that you take these issues into a consideration and notify members of the 
university community.
Question 2- Are you developing or using encrypted software in which you will have access to the applicable source code?  GVSU 
researchers developing software with cryptography or information security functions for military applications or military systems should inform 
the university. The research will be restricted.  Encryption software (as well as associated technology) with symmetric key length exceeding 
64 bits generally do not satisfy the exclusions on which universities ordinarily rely, including the educational information exclusion, the publicly 
available, fundamental research or public domain exclusion. However, there are recognized Bureau of Industry and Security clarifications and 
specific license exceptions that do apply. As part of the Federal government policy efforts to promote data security through encryption 
protections imbedded in mass market software products, it is permissible, while in the U.S. for non-U.S. persons to use any publicly available 
(in other words, sold on the retail market) software containing encryption source code or object code. 
Question 3- Were you asked by the sponsor to provide the nationalities/citizenship status of the researchers working on this 
research (excluding training grants, fellowships and career development awards)? Accepting restrictions on the involvement of 
international students/scholars or providing the sponsor with citizenship or visa information may mean that the research no longer qualifies for 
the fundamental research exclusion and the research would be controlled under export regulations. The university will work with your sponsor 
to remove these restrictive clauses out from future agreements. 
Question 4- Are you aware of restrictions on publication of the results of your research or pre-publication review & approval by the 
sponsor? 
Publication restrictions or pre-publication approval by the sponsor (other than limited prepublication reviews by research sponsors to prevent 
inadvertent divulging of proprietary information or to insure that publication will not compromise patent rights of the sponsor) may invalidate 
the fundamental research exclusion that Universities rely on. The University will try to negotiate out any restriction that would impact your 
ability to freely publish the results of your research. 
Question 5- Are you planning to ship or take material/prototype/samples (including biological/hazardous materials) /equipment … 
abroad?  The fundamental research exclusion does not apply when you take or ship materials, equipment and other items across the border 
(including Mexico and Canada) for research or other purposes. You may be required to do any or all of the following: a) secure an export 
license based on the item, country, end-user, end-use and b) secure an import license or special certification in the importing country. 
Question 6- Are you planning to work with institutions or companies located abroad? Working with institutions or companies located 
abroad does not automatically create an export control issue. Researchers working on projects subject to the International Traffic in Arms 
Regulations will be required to secure licenses prior to any international collaboration. Researchers working on commercial or uncontrolled 
research may be required to secure licenses if the institution/company is located on the Denied Party Lists prior to transferring controlled 
technology, items and software or if it is expected that we will provide services that are controlled. 
Question 7- Do you anticipate receipt of proprietary information subject to a Non-Disclosure Agreement? The fundamental research 
exclusion does not apply to the conduct of research when you accept controlled technology, source code or data on the Commerce Control 
List or the US Munitions List that you are prohibited from publishing. It is important that you inform the university prior to receiving proprietary 
information under an NDA and provide us the opportunity to negotiate the Non-Disclosure Agreement and confirm any possible export control 
classification with the sponsor. 
Question 8 - Do you plan to travel to a sanctioned country (Iran, Syria, North Korea, etc.) as defined by the US Treasury 
Department? The United States maintains broad prohibitions on travel and activities with certain countries. The main prohibitions include 
Cuba, Iran, Sudan, Syria and North Korea. A license or other authorization is likely required to travel, conduct research, travel with electronic 
devices or other research materials/equipment or to participate at a conference. The rest of the countries listed on the Office of Foreign 
Assets Controls website have special restrictions and you may need a license to work with some entities or individuals listed. If “yes” is 
checked, the University will work with faculty interested in traveling and conducting research in those counties to ensure that all proper 
license authorizations are in place in advance of the travel. 

http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=86008bdffd1fb2e79cc5df41a180750a&node=22:1.0.1.13.58&rgn=div5
http://www.bis.doc.gov/index.php/regulations/commerce-control-list-ccl
http://www.treasury.gov/RESOURCE-CENTER/SANCTIONS/Programs/Pages/Programs.aspx
http://www.treasury.gov/RESOURCE-CENTER/SANCTIONS/Programs/Pages/Programs.aspx
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