
COVID-19
2020 RESPONSE EFFORTS IN 
MICHIGAN



Outbreak Spread and Response
December 31: China informs the World Health Organization it has 
detected unusual pneumonia cases in Wuhan. China says that the 
cause is unknown. 

January 23: China effectively quarantines Wuhan, suspending air, 
rail, and bus travel, as well as subways and ferries. There are now 
more than 500 cases

January 25: Three Michiganders are tested, although tests come 
back negative

January 28: U.S. evacuates personnel and some private citizens. 
Virus has spread to Taiwan, Vietnam, Singapore, Malaysia, Nepal, 
France and Australia. U.S. cases in Chicago, Southern California and 
Arizona

January 29: Detroit Metro Airport begins screening for the virus

January 30: WHO declares a public health emergency of 
international concern as China reports thousands of coronavirus 
cases. The U.S. warns not to travel to China and the next day, the 
president suspends travel of foreign nationals from China

February 3: MDHHS activates the Community Health Emergency 
Coordination Center

February 5: A sick traveler at Detroit Metro is suspected of having 
the coronavirus and taken to a local hospital for treatment but 
cleared the next day. 

February 28: EOG activates the State Emergency Center

March 10: Gov. Whitmer declares an emergency after confirming 
the state’s first two cases of the new coronavirus

March 11: President calls for a ban travelers from European 
countries, other than the United Kingdom, for 30 days

March 12: Governor orders Michigan’s schools closed until April 6 

March 13: Governor limits visits to Michigan hospitals and bans 
gatherings of more than 250 people.

March 16: Governor orders bars, restaurants, theatres, and 
casinos to close and restricts gathering to less than 50 people. 



Stay-At-Home-Order
March 23: The stay-at-home order expands the 
scope of earlier shutdowns 

April 1: Whitmer declares state disaster and 
seeks 70-day extension of emergency 

TCF Center transformed into a 1,000-bed field 
hospital

April 6: More than 700 Henry Ford Health System 
employees test positive

May 17: Michigan reports the lowest daily 
coronavirus death total since March

May 18: Whitmer begins to lift parts of stay-
home order in northern part of the state, 
requiring businesses to have a coronavirus 
response plan



Decline in Cases and Deaths



How do we 
successfully 
fight COVID-19? 

Data

Strong mitigation measures 
◦ PPE
◦ Masks 
◦ Maintaining distance 
◦ Hand washing 

Rapid Testing

Strong case investigation, contact tracing, 
and isolation 

Support for living in new COVID-19 normal

Vaccination

Equity lens



Data Availability
WWW.MICHIGAN.GOV.CORONAVIRUS WWW.MISTARTMAP.INFO



MASKING AND 
MITIGATION ARE KEY

Providing PPE to health care 

Face covering required in an indoor public space and crowded outdoor spaces.

◦ MI Mask Aid

◦ School donations

Six feet distancing and capacity restrictions

Guidance for Work Places, Schools, and Public 



If Precautions 
fail, need rapid 
response to stop 
further viral  
transmission



TEST
Populations vulnerable due to risk of exposure 
and/or risk of severe complications

Equity: social vulnerability and lack of access 

Support of the system
◦ Guidelines, policy and technical assistance

◦ Distribution of testing resources, including rapid 
response to outbreaks 

◦ Build network of collection and laboratory 
resources

Call the COVID-19 Hotline at 888-535-6136, press 1.



TRACE
o Funding and staffing

o Case Investigation
o Attempt interviews on 90% of COVID cases within 24 

hours and about two-thirds complete within 1-day.
o Since March, MDHHS assisted 22 different LHDs in the 

investigation of over 28,000 COVID cases

o Close Contacts: Traceforce
o 38 LHDs; over 50,000 unique persons referred; over 

200,000 phone calls made to contacts.
o 99% of contacts called within 24 hours of referral and 

nearly two-thirds enroll in daily symptom monitoring



PROTECT
Isolation: person who is sick asked to stay 
home and limit interactions with others, even 
people they live with. The local health 
department may call and require a person to 
isolate.

Quarantine: person who is not sick is told to 
stay home for 14 days because they have been 
exposed to someone who is sick.  

Services:
◦ 2-1-1 for community based services

◦ Mi Bridges for health care

◦ Michigan Unemployment Insurance Agency

◦ Job protections

◦ Area Agencies on Aging

◦ Network of Michigan Community Action 
Agencies

◦ Isolation hotels



Reopening: 
Mi Safe Start

Michigan Economic Recovery Regions

• Michigan Economic Recovery 
Council

• Stakeholder input

Executive Orders and Directives

Go to Michigan.gov/coronavirus, Mi 
Safe Start, Public Guidance



Support for living with 
COVID-19

Support for economic and social well being

- Stay Well hotlines and services

- Free to all Michiganders: headspace.com/mi

- MiBridges and other supports

- Futures for Frontliners scholarships for essential workers

https://www.headspace.com/mi


Influenza and COVID-19 Vaccination
INFLUENZA APPROACH

MDHHS goal to increase flu vaccinations by 33% over 
last season: 4.3 million people

Media: Facing the Flu Together & I Vaccinate

Public vaccine: Michigan Vaccines for Children Program

Non-traditional approaches
◦ Vote & Vax

◦ Alana Foundation: College and University Challenge

Partners in the process
◦ Michigan Health and Hospital Association

◦ Michigan Primary Care Association

◦ Michigan Pharmacy Association 

COVID-19 VISION

Ensure Michigan is prepared to safely and efficiently 
distribute scientifically tested COVID-19 vaccine(s) 
when available, including proper tracking and 
monitoring. 

Ensure transparency in the vaccine and the distribution 
process. 

Ensure equitable access of the vaccine when it 
becomes widely available. 

Ensure proper engagement of stakeholders and 
community partners. 

http://www.ivaccinate.org/


Thank you

Call the COVID-19 Hotline at 888-535-6136
Email COVID19@michigan.gov

www.Michigan.gov/Coronavirus

www.CDC.gov/coronavirus

https://www.michigan.gov/flu/

Questions on this presentation?  checcdeptcoor@michigan.gov Attn: Sarah Lyon-Callo

http://www.michigan.gov/Coronavirus
http://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus
https://www.michigan.gov/flu/
mailto:checcdeptcoor@michigan.gov

