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On September 18, 2019, the Council for New Programs and New Academic Units, chaired by Vice Chair, 
Shawn Bultsma, met at my request to begin the consideration of a prospectus for a new undergraduate major 
in wildlife biology. As stated in the prospectus, this major is intended to prepare students interested in  
wildlife professions to qualify as wildlife biologists at the federal level for both research and non-
research positions. Rationale in the prospectus for a major specific to wildlife biology focused on two efforts 
to increase student recruitment and retention: (1) create recruiting visibility, increasing the likelihood that 
students interested in wildlife careers will attend GVSU and (2) create a well-defined path which minimizes 
time to graduation as a result of an efficient pathway to qualification and certification as a federal wildlife 
biologist. The authors noted that although qualification and certification as a federal wildlife biologist is 
currently available to students in the existing general biology major at GVSU, there are specific requirements 
for the certification that if not found by students until later in their studies could result in a delay of time to 
their graduation. Questions about market saturation were raised during the discussion of this prospectus that 
included concerns about limited career opportunities for graduates of the program. The authors argued that 
there is a need for wildlife biologists across the nation as indicated by the Texas A & M national clearinghouse 
that showed need for over 80 positions to be filled. It was noted that this is not a substantial number of 
national openings for these positions. The authors reasoned that student interests should drive students’ 
decisions about whether they pursue a degree in wildlife biology rather than the more general degree in 
biology. It was noted that there is sufficient expertise in the faculty to support this new degree. If support for 
this major is given at the next level, the authors are strongly advised to indicate that the proposed release for 
program coordinator should come from the significant area of focus rather than a release from teaching. 

 
 
The Council voted to recommend support for the prospectus (4-yay; 0-nay; 0-abstain). 


