Academic Policies and Standards Committee Minutes
Meeting Date: October 7, 2009 (Wednesday)

Location: B-2-226 Mackinac Hall

Time: 1-2pm 

Members present: Prince Anyalebechi (Eng), Cindy Beel-Bates (Chair-Nrsg), Laura Harris (Lib.), Lori Koste (Bus), Harvey Nikkel (CLAS), Sherril Soman (Adm), Dan Vaughn (CHP). 

Absent: Patricia Clark (CLAS), Gwyn Madden, (CLAS), Rodney Mulder (CCPS),

John Shinsky (Ed.), Phyllis VandenBerg,(CLAS) 

Meeting Agenda

1. Welcome and Introduction of APSC members

2. Minutes of March 25, 2009 approved with no additions or corrections

3. Old Business

    3.1 2008-2009 Annual Report reviewed with no additions corrections or   outstanding questions to be resolved.

    3.2  Report of Academic Integrity Ad Hoc Committee (D. Vaughn)

No corrections

Motion- To accept report (D. Vaughn). Second:H. Nikkel 

            Motion passed  

    3.3  Report of APSC Rep (C. Beel-Bates)  to Academic Advisory Council – 
Reviewed and accepted with no additions, corrections or pending questions      3.4  ? - Continue to monitor implementation of Banner system – Discussion about 
                certain pre-req classes no longer listed in Banner and not recognizing 



    high school courses such as chemistry. It was decided that each 



    College or department would discuss specific issues and concerns with 


              Registrar, Jerry Montag.

Addition to Agenda

  3.5  Report on Military Veteran’s Round Table – 4/6/09(G. Madden) – currently  
267Veteran’s on campus with 8,678 individuals eligible to choose GVSU.

         Veterans attending meeting 4/6/09 identified 5-6 issues that impede transition 
to college upon return from deployment. 


      Recommendation: Establish one individual in each department willing to    
   
“specialize” in aiding veterans enrolled at GVSU


      Action: Chair will converse with Gwyn to determine if this round table is     
      
continuing to meet should a member from each college come forward to meet 
this need. Report accepted with no additions or corrections. 

4. New Business

Addition to agenda: New meeting time for remainder of fall semester will be from 

12:30- 2:30pm, same dates and rooms as stated on governance website.

    4.1   Election of Vice Chair – Lori Koste agreed to serve when asked by chair. 
Committee members present voted unanimously to appoint Lori APSC vice 
chair. 

    4.2   Communication responsibilities to college as APSC representative – Members 
were reminded/encouraged to share committee minutes, dialog with 
colleagues and illicit faculty input to APSC representatives.
    4.3   Appointment of APSC rep to Academic Advisory Council times of meetings   
   
listed below


No reps identified for October and November

December 10, 3-5 pm, room 2215/2216 - Allendale campus- Patricia Clark 
volunteered to attend this meeting.

Prince Anyalebechi agreed to be the APSC rep through May 2010.

January 14, 3-5 pm, room - 330 KEN (Kennedy Hall of Engineering)

February 11, 3-5 pm, room KC 2263 - Allendale campus

March 11, 3-5 pm, room - 330 KEN (Kennedy Hall of Engineering

April 8, 3-5 pm, room KC 2263 - Allendale campus

May 13, 3-5 pm, room - 330 KEN (Kennedy Hall of Engineering)
    4.4 APSC Suggested Charge to APSC for 2009-2010 from ECS and Provost Davis


After discussion the committee accepted elements of the suggested charges
             in the following rank order.


1.  Double Degrees within Majors – Chair shared that Roberts Adams, UCC 
chair requests APSC take lead to develop recommendations to be sent to UCC 
for their analysis.  

Action: Sherril Soman will talk with either Phil Batty or Jerry Montag to 
seek the answer to the following question:


How many double degrees in one major department have been 
requested in the past 5 years and in which schools?


This data will help the committee determine direction on this charge.

             2.  Academic Amnesty 


Action: Members present signed up to contact our External Peer 
universities 
to ask 
the following question; 


What are the circumstances in which a qualifying student could be 
permitted to petition to void grades in selected courses or even entire 
semesters?


Collecting this information has been a pending agenda item that we 
hope to bring closure to and make a recommendation to ECS no later 
than December 2009.


James Madison College – Laura Harris


Towson University – Cindy Beel-Bates


University of Nebraska Omaha- Lori Koste


University of Northern Iowa_ Prince Anyalebechi


Youngstown State University – Dan Vaughn


The six remaining External peer universities will be chosen/assigned by 
APSC Chair by 10/28 to APSC members absent on 10/7.  

              3.  Academic Integrity


Discussion based on Academic Integrity Report 2008-2009 occurred     centering on the following questions. It is the understanding of 
                   1.  Should APSC be the “point committee” for AI or should a subcommittee of   
       APSC continue the work on AI within the university


     2.  Who ‘owns” AI? Who should have the responsibility for   
    
 
  
       maintaining/updating the website?


     3.  Should we gather college and unit protocols within GVSU re: AI,; then  
        
       gather AI protocols externally within our peer organizations for the 
   
       purpose of producing policies and practices that are centralized or  
 
       decentralized within GVSU?


  Action:



1. The APSC committee will gather data about AI issues by conducting a 
 
    survey on survey monkey of the 800 faculty members and 

   
    administrators to inform our recommendation to ECS about AI at 
  
    GVSU. Members will submit potential questions via email to Laura 
 
    Harris by 5pm on Monday 10/19.



   These questions will be discussed and final questions chosen for the 
 
   survey at our 10/28 APSC meeting. Goal is to have survey activated

                    in survey monkey by mid-November 2009.

              2.   Chair will meet with Kris Mullendore to discuss APSC committee    
   
    members sentiments about the direction of AI at GVSU pending 

                     data from survey.  
       4.  Grade Inflation   


    Questions – 


    1. Does grade inflation occur among various colleges and programs at GVSU? 
 
    2. How does this compare in peer institutions to GVSU?


    3.  Does repeat policy “confound” grade inflation?

             Action:

Sherril Soman will request Registrar, Jerry Montag and or Phil Batty , 
Institutional Analysis to attend our 11/09 meeting to help us formulate 
the proper questions to answer whether  grade inflation issues exist in 
various colleges or programs at  GVSU  
5.  Tentative Agenda for 10/28 Meeting


1. Approval of 10/7 minutes

      
2. Review Questions for Academic Integrity Survey on Survey Monkey

       3. Chair- report of discussion with Kris Mullendore re: AI direction

6. Meeting adjourned at 2:10pm
Submitted by Cindy Beel-Bates
