Academic Policies and Standards Committee

Special Meeting Date:  January 19, 2009 (Monday)
Location:  DeVos room 202 E
Time:
11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.

Members Present:  Patricia Clark, Nancy Giardina, Rikhei Harris, Lori Koste, John Shinsky, Dan Vaughn
Special Meeting Agenda

1. Student Appeal Process 
1.1. “If an advisor declines a student’s request to repeat a course more than once, the student may appeal the decision by putting the request in writing and submitting the request to the Unit Head.  If the Unit Head declines the request, the student may then submit an appeal to the Dean of the College.”  APSC unanimously approved this motion at our 12-3-2008 meeting.
1.2. Response to Kristine Mullendore’s request:  What I need from you would be a memo:
1.2.1. requesting that this be put on the ECS agenda 
1.2.2. stating the rationale for adopting it (can be very short) 
1.2.2.1.1.   Rationale:  So that the policy is consistent with other academic policies that allow a student
to appeal a decision. 
1.2.3. a separate page with the language of the motion. 
1.2.4. Is this language that would go in the Faculty Handbook or in the Catalog?  
1.2.4.1.1.   Response:  Catalog 
1.2.5. You should indicate that also and if in the Faculty Handbook exactly where it would belong.  I  
             don't think that the Faculty Handbook is the place for it, but am wanting clarification.
1.2.5.1     Response:  This language should be placed in the 2009 – 2010 GVSU Undergraduate and Graduate Catalog under the “Repeating a Course” section. (Currently page 105 of the online version of the 2008-2009 GVSU Undergraduate and Graduate Catalog.)  
1.3. UAS/ECS Direction for APSC
1.3.1. UAS Goals for APSC for the 2008-2009 Academic Year

1.3.1.1. BANNER:  Continue to monitor the implementation of the Banner system and its impact on current academic policies regarding such matters as waiting lists, registration for multiple sections of the same course, and its enforcement of course pre-requisites.  APSC Discussion on 9/24/2008:  Continue to ask faculty and staff about the status of the Banner system and be sure we get a broad base perspective.

1.3.1.2. ACADEMIC AMNESTY:  Continue the consideration of GVSU policies as to whether, and under what circumstances, qualifying students could petition to void grades in selected courses or even entire semesters.  APSC Discussion on 9/24/2008:  APSC asked that John obtain the current policy regarding Academic Amnesty and also assign the “Peer Institutions” information from Nancy Giardina to each of our APSC members make gather information and make comparisons to GVSU. 
1.3.1.2.1.   Academic Amnesty review.  The following APSC members shared information they gathered    


  from the listed universities/colleges.  The APSC members present felt that there is not a need 

  for a policy at this time.  Nancy Giardina shared three methods students can bring personal 

  concerns to GVSU.  They include:  Tuition Appeal, A Student Concern Form from an 

  Advisor, or Referrals from the Counseling Center.

1.3.1.2.1.1. Appalachian State University - Rikhei Harris

1.3.1.2.1.2. Portland State University - Patricia Clark

1.3.1.2.1.3. Youngstown State - Dan Vaughn

1.3.1.2.1.4. University of Nebraska Omaha - Lori Koste
1.3.1.3. ACADEMIC INTEGRITY: Assist in organizing a UAS forum on academic integrity to be held Winter Term 2009 with the intent of creating a university-wide dialogue on the issues involved.  APSC Discussion on 9/24/2008:  Dan Vaughn will serve on the GVSU “Academic Amnesty/Integrity” committee and keep APSC apprised of its status.  Harvey Nikkel will share specific information provided to him by a faculty member that brings issue with GVSU Academic Integrity policy; Rikhei Harris wants to further discuss plagiarism; and lastly, APSC asked John to check on the status of the GVSU Integrity Task Force. 
1.3.1.3.1.1. Dan Vaughn reported that he has been appointed as the chair of the Academic Integrity committee.  A website is being developed. Two forums are scheduled with one on March 19th (Thursday) at 136 E DeVos  from 1:00 – 3:00 p.m. and on March 20th (Friday) at 2263 Kirkoff from 1:00 – 3:00 p.m. The committee will provide a brief presentation with small groups and a final large group discussion.  Additional information will be in the Lanthorn.  
1.3.1.4. GVSU ADVISING CENTERS:  Consult with representatives from Advising Centers at GVSU with particular attention paid to how the committee can best obtain their input and perspective on the matters within this committee’s charge. APSC Discussion on 9/24/2008:  Cindy Beel-Bates will be serving on the GVSU Advisory Council.
1.3.1.4.1.1. Cindy-Beel-Bates will continue to serve as a member of the GVSU Advising Centers as 
opposed to the previous agreement that Patricia Clark would take over for Cindy during the winter 2009.

2. Next Meeting with tentative agenda items, location, and time
2.1. Tentative Dates for Future Meetings

March 25, 2009 (Wednesday) – 10:00 – 12:00, 3rd Floor Padnos Conference Room
