Faculty Salary and Budget Committee
Minutes of FRIDAY, OCTOBER 1, 2010

PRESENT: Aaron Baxter, Wally Boeve, Doug Busman, Marinus DeBruine, Joe Godwin (ex officio), Nikki Grinstead, Bob Hollister, Hazel McClure(for Pat Bravender), Donijo Robbins (Chair), Paul Stephenson, Pat Thorpe, Xandra Xu 
GUESTS:  Jim Bachmeier, Gayle Davis, Jeff Musser

1. The meeting was Called to Order at 12:03pm

2. The Minutes of September 17, 2010 were approved as submitted.

3. The Chair welcomed Provost Gayle Davis, Vice President Bachmeier, and Assistant Vice President Musser to the meeting.


Questions that were distributed earlier were discussed, including faculty concerns about pay freezes, raising health care costs and other potential side effects of the economic downturn. 

The budget goals were discussed, along with what policies and actions guide the budget decision-making process.  

Material was distributed that outlined enrollment, state appropriations vs. tuition income, the composition of the general fund budget, and comparisons of the public universities in Michigan.  
Questions were raised from the floor regarding construction and debt service, plans for additional classroom and laboratory space, and how contingency funds are set aside for capital projects.  

Provost Davis noted that the demographics are changing within the state, with increased competition among universities to enroll students.   Provost Davis further noted that Administration continues to look for ways to increase efficiencies campus wide.   
It was noted that 43 states have cut Higher Education funding in the past year, and 20 states have had mandatory furloughs. 
4. The meeting adjourned at 1:34pm. 
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