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Resolution Number: | F-06-01 | Sponsored By: VP Puscas
Intreduced On: : August 31, 2006
Voied On: September 14, 2606
. Resuit: _ Passes
__VoteCount: | . 21-3-9

A RESOLUTION TO: Inchide gender identity and gender expression to the non-discrimination policies of

Whereas,

Whereas,
Whereas,

Whereas,

Whereas,
Whereas,

Whereas,

Whereas,

Grand Valley State Universify.

The public universities in the state of Michigan are comimitted o a policy of equal opportunity for
all persons; and, :

‘Gender identity is defined as an inner sense of being male or female and masculine or feminine,
Whilei ‘gender expression’ is defined as how people manifest that through how they look, act or
dress ; and,

Gender identity and gender expression are currently not protected under the blanket of equal
opportunity in the non-discrimination policies of many public Michigan universities, and are
currently vuinerable to discrimination, harassment, and violence; and,

As of June 17% 2006, 67 colleges and universities, inclnding institutions such as Brown

University, Comell University, Dartmouth University, Harvard University, Johns Hopkins
University, the University of Pennsylvania, and Priniceton University, along with Michigan
institutions such as Kalamazoo College, the University of Michigan, and Western Michigan
University have responded to student voice and concern by adding gender identity and/or gender
expression to their non-discrimination policies’; and, ‘

Many major employers across the country have adopted transgender non-discrimination policies,
including Michigan companies such as Ford Motor Co., Daimler Chrysler Corp., Border Group
Inc., and Dow Chemical Co.*;and,

The United States Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit has raled” that in accordance with the
protections guaranteed by Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, gender identity and gender
expression should be protected under the definition of ‘sex’; and,

No individual should have to compromise his or her identity in order to participate fully in campus
life; and, )

The acknowledgment and proteCtion of transgender individuals will help to create a more
inclusive, diverse, and safe environment; therefore, let it be

! Gender Public Advocacy Cealition

? GENIUS Index

* HRC Corporate Equity Index
* Smith vs. Salem, Obio (2004}
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A RESOLUTION TO: Include gender identity and gender expression to the non-discrimination policies of
' Grand Valley State University.

Resolved, That the Grand Valley State University non-discfhninatipn policies be amended to read:

Harassment on the basis of age, color, disability, familial status, height, marital status,
national origin, politicat affiliation, race, religion, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity
or expression, veteran status, or weight is considered a violation of university policy.

let it be further

Resolved, That the amendment to the Grand Valley State University non-discrimination policies be reflected
in all of the appropriate areas, including but not limited to the GVSU Student Code, Faculty
Handbook, Executive Administrative and Professional Staff Handbook, RSO Handbook, and
Hurman Resources anti-harassment policies; Jet it be finally

Resolved, That the Grand Valley State University Student Senate proceeds with whatever additional steps it
‘ sees niccessary to support and encourage that GVSU strives to foster 2 welcoming educational,
social, and work environment in which ail individuals, regardless of how such individuals identify,
may live and express themselves freely. _ '



