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Liberal Studies Departmental Status — Final Plan: Clarification of ECS Questions

1. Rationale for Departmental Status (See pages 2-4 in Final Plan)
Departmental Status will provide the following:

e Stable faculty for program growth
Teaching facuity for course coverage
A wider interdisciplinary faculty for student advising
Facilitate joint appointments for faculty to pursue interdisciplinary projects
Provide interdisciplinary expertise for department and for the university
A broader base of faculty for university required administrative duties and
departmental planning work.

2. Requirements of Major (See pages 1-2 and 54-60 in Final Plan)
¢ Six Core Courses:
LIB 100 Introduction to Liberal Studies
PHI 102 Ethics (other Ethics course may be substituted)
COM 202/203 Critical Interpretation; Argument and Analysis
LIB 400 Visionary Thinkers
1.IB 491 Practicum
LIB 495 Senior Seminar
¢ Emphasis Area: At least 18 credits from at least two departments; 15 of those
credits must be upper level courses. Courses in emphasis areas are selected in
consultation with Liberal Studies advisor.
¢ Integrative Electives: At least 9 credits. Courses may explore an additional interest area,
or may be additional courses related to the emphasis area.

3. Rationale for Structure of Major (See page 4 in Final Plan)

Because this plan does not change the requirements of the Liberal Studies major for our students,
the rationale for the structure of the major was not included in the final plan, except to note that
the construction of the Liberal Studies major is comparable to similar programs nationally.

The Liberal Studies major is designed for maximum interdisciplinary flexibility and so has a
smaller number of required Liberal Studies courses than most majors. This is intentional, as
students are urged to take a wide variety of interdisciplinary courses around their Emphasis Area.
This flexibility has generally worked well for our students for over 20 years, however the Liberal
Studics Committee has been discussing changing one more of the core courses to a Lib Studies
course. As we continue our Strategic Planning we will continue to look at curriculum issues. The
flexibility of our major allows many or most of our students to have cither a second major or a
minor in addition to the Liberal Studies major, and we consider this one of the strengths of the

program.

4. Process for Selection of Core Faculty (See page 6 in Final Plan)

o Tenure-track positions: Selected via a national search, requirements will include
interdisciplinary research and teaching expertise. Search will be conducted by
tenure/tenure-track faculty currently participating in well-functioning Liberal Studies
Committee.

e Joint appointments: procedure described on page 6. These positions will come from
within the university, and will be negotiated by deans according to procedure developed
by the Faculty Personal Policy Committee.



