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DRAFT

Executive Committee of the Senate
October 17, 2003
3:00pm to 5:00pm
Room 107D DeVos: Downtown Campus

Proposed Agenda

1. Approval of Agenda -

2. Approval of Minutes (10/10/03, 9/26/03, 9/19/03)

3. Report from the Chair

4. Report from the Provost

5. Report from the Student Senate President

6. Reporis from Standing committees

7. Old Business

a.

b

c
d.

e.

Strategic Planning Goals: Steps to Enhance Quality Education
i. Advising
ii. Freshman Seminar and Orientation (input from student services)
Workload Equity - Release time equity - Accountability re: release time, unit projections,
sabbaticals, administration promises
Visioning the "next level”
Crisis preparation to avoid "reduction in force™ establishing a "rainy day" fund {being fiscally
responsible}
Discuss faculty representation on Deans Council and Budget Committee

8. New Business

a.

b.
c.
d

Library Statement

Asynchronous Teaching Technology Task Force

Domestic Partner Benefits Presentation at June 13, 2003 Board of Trustees meeting (4-4:30pm)
Admission Criteria {(4:30-5pm)

Ideas for Future Fora
»  Workload Equity and Enlarging Regular Faculty

a The “Next Level”: Whatis it?

Reorganizaton

«  Compilation of Departmental Feedback (3-4pm)

=  Reorganization Activities & Process

10 17 03 ECS Agenda



Oish, 18713763
Fos

Civility, Christianity, and Free Speech

Dear Editor,

| was raised in a Christian home wherein | was taught that one should treat
people with kindness and respect and refrain from condemning others. The rule,
in'my-house at least, was “Judge not, lest ye be judged.” Needless to say, | was
dismayed to see members of a student group, “Christianity on Campus,” at the
recent Coming Out Day celebration scrawling what | viewed to be rather hateful
chalk messages, and carrying signs that read, among other things, “God says
homosexuality is vile,” and “God says homosexuals are under his wrath.” These
individuals cited passages from the Bible that they believe support their
assertions.

| have no doubt that these students ardently believe in the content of their
messages. | am a strong advocate for free speech and believe that people have
the right to express their opinions. However, | have problems with the time and
manner in which these opinions were expressed, and found the students’
behavior to be inappropriate, uncivil, and disrespectiul of the views of others.
Because of that, in my personal view, their behavior was far from Christian.

The Coming Out Day events were organized by the student group Out & About
and were intended to support gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgendered people,
and to educate the community on some of the challenges that these individuals
face. Coming out can be for many a long, painful and difficult process. When
you add harassment to the mix, it makes the process that much more difficult.
By creating these malicious signs and chalk drawings, these allegedly Christian
students were apparently attempting to disrupt the event and potentially alienate
those who would have benefited from it, both gay and straight students, facuity
and staff. In my mind, this is a direct violation of the University’s Anti-
Harassment Policy that defines harassment as conduct that creates, “an
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intimidating, hostile or offensive environment,” that affects an individual's "access
to educational activities and programs.”

Furthermore, the students used these signs not only to express their views but
also to promote meetings of their group. Since when is hatred an appropriate
marketing tool for a student group? What kind of student is attracted to a group
that uses these messages to promote themselves? Does their faculty advisor
condone this sort of behavior? If a group of student atheists decide to show up
at meetings of this group with signs that read, “Christians are narrow-minded
bigots,” will the University support their right to do so? When Preacher Tom
appears on campus and calls young women passing by “whores and harlots,” is
it free speech or slander and harassment? If the local chapter of the Ku Kiux Kian
(also a self-declared “Christian” group) decides that it wants to recruit on
campus, will the University administration deem it an appropriate use of free
speech to let them appear in white hoods with burning crosses? How about if



they show up at a dance sponsored by the Minority Student Union? Whose free
speech are we willing to protect, in what context and at what cost?

I recognize that it is critically important that a college campus uphold the right of
free speech, and that this right must be carefully balanced against respect for the
rights of students to gather at an event without harassment. Had these allegedly
Christian students decided to carry these signs and chalk their vicious messages
in an isolated context, while | would have abhorred their actions, | would have
supported their right to do so peaceably. However, when they did it in the
context of another student group’s event, their uncivil protest became
harassment and they crossed the line. “Love the sinner, hate the sin” doesn’t
quite justify the action, for their actions seem not to have been motivated by love,

but by hate and fear.

| think that it is vital that a dialogue occur on campus regarding this incident and
its impact on the community. | call upon the Student and Faculty Senates to
discuss the issue of free speech in the context of the rights of individuals to
gather at a community event without harassment. While, in the end, many will
come to the conclusion that these students have a right to protest in this way, it is
my opinion that those who choose to ignore the behavior without thoughtful
discussion are also condoning it. | believe that this incident should send a strong
message to our Administration, particularly to Dean Merkle and President
Murray, who have repeatedly stressed the importance of respect for all
individuals on campus, that we still have a very long way to go. Perhaps it is
time to reconvene a meeting of the GLBT Advisory Committee?

In the context of the beliefs of the members of “Christians on Campus,” | would
ask the question, “What would Jesus do?”

Jerrod Nickels



