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NOTE: Information specific to either the BASIC or MP Veterans Police Academy will 
be indicated by the above markings in the lower righthand corner of the page. 



 
 
 
 

GVSU Website Links 
 

 

School of Criminal Justice - Grand 
Valley State University (gvsu.edu) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GVSU Police Academy - Grand 
Valley State University 

https://www.gvsu.edu/cj/
https://www.gvsu.edu/cj/
https://www.gvsu.edu/academy/
https://www.gvsu.edu/academy/
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Academic Requirements 

The Michigan Commission on Law Enforcement Standards (MCOLES} and Grand Valley State Universi t y requires applicants to meet the academic criteria below to be eligible for 

consideration. 

 
 
 
 

Basic Police Academy 

1. Possess either an Associates or a Bachelor 's degree from   an accredited college or university. There is no specific major requirement. Please contact the academy if you are 

unsure as to whether the conferring institution is accredited. 

 
OR 

 
2. Be a registered   student at GVSU or Baker College and be eligible for graduation with either an Associate’s or a Bachelor 's degree upon completion of the police academy. 

 
NOTE: 

 
• Declaration or c o m p l e t i o n  of the Criminal Justice major does not guarantee admission to the Police Academy. 

• GVSU Criminal Justice majors are not required, but are strongly encouraged to complete; CJ 302, CJ 311, CJ 465, and CJ 490 as prerequisites for the academy. 

• Students considering the Pol ice Academy should take a broad -based series of social science courses in addition to their major requirements. 

 
 
 

All academy attendees will be required to enroll in and complete the following classes during the Basic Police Academy: CJ 415, 416, 41 7, 418, and 419 (these classes are 

incorporated into the academy programs and are not separate requirements). Enrollment in these courses will take place during the acceptance process to the academy (do not try 

to pre-enroll). 

 



 

 

More About the Military Police Veteran's Academy 
 

 
 

Summer and Fall Sessions Available 

 
 

Summer Session 
 

 
 

Fall Session 
 

 

  

 
 
 

 Important Dates  
 
 

Police Academy Application 

 

 
 

 
 
 

Police Academy Application 
 
 

BASIC 

Important Dates 



Military Police Basic Training Program - 
Eligibility 

 

 

 



 

GVSU 

Police Academy 
 

2026 
 
 

□ Spring Basic Police Academy 
 

□ Military Police Veteran’s Academy 
 

□ Fall Basic Police Academy 
 

 
 

Application Packet 
 
 



 
 
 



MCOLES Website Links 

www.michigan.gov/mcoles 

Standards & Training Tab 

• Licensing Standards 

• Testing 

http://www.michigan.gov/mcoles


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MCOLES 
Employment / 
Licensing 
Standards 

 
 

Employment Standards (michigan.gov) 

https://www.michigan.gov/mcoles/-/media/Project/Websites/mcoles/Standards-and-Training/Employment-Standards/Standards_List2142020.pdf?rev=425948302284404bb1deaa7fd0462f2c&hash=E2DD50B117BC80567DEDAB7D890B9676
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Pre-Enrollment Testing 
 
 
 
 

Reading and Writing Test 

• GVSU is test site 

• Fall test dates will be posted soon 

• Register through PSI Website (MCOLES link) 

• Take ID with you on test day 

Physical Fitness 

• GVSU is NOT test site 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Standards & Training (michigan.gov) 

 

• Contact test site directly (contact info at MCOLES site) 

• Take ID & Health Screening Form with you on test day 

• Know the minimum required standards 

https://www.michigan.gov/mcoles/standard-training


 

Reading & Writing Test 

• Cost is $68.00 (subject to change) 



 
 

 

Physical Fitness Test 
• Cost is $45.00 (subject to change) 

• Must be completed within 180 days of 
the start of the Academy  



ENTRANCE Physical 
Fitness Test Standards 

To view information regarding the physical fitness pre- 

enrollment test, including advice for preparing for the 

test, use the links below: 

• Preparing for the Test - 
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mcoles/Preparing_for_the_Test_249887_7.pdf 

 

• Event #1 - Vertical Jump - 
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mcoles/Vertical_Jump_249894_7.pdf 

 

• Event #2 - Sit-Ups - 
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mcoles/Sit-Ups_249893_7.pdf 

 

• Event #3 - Push-Ups - 
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mcoles/Push-Ups_249891_7.pdf 

 

• Event #4 - 1/2 Mile Shuttle Run - 
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mcoles/Shuttle_Run_249892_7.pdf 

 

 

https://youtu.be/3a2SMVxxAgc 

Please watch! 

https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mcoles/Preparing_for_the_Test_249887_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mcoles/Preparing_for_the_Test_249887_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mcoles/Vertical_Jump_249894_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mcoles/Vertical_Jump_249894_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mcoles/Sit-Ups_249893_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mcoles/Sit-Ups_249893_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mcoles/Push-Ups_249891_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mcoles/Push-Ups_249891_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mcoles/Shuttle_Run_249892_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mcoles/Shuttle_Run_249892_7.pdf
https://youtu.be/3a2SMVxxAgc


EXIT Physical Fitness Test Standards 
Applicants to the MPBTP must pass the Physical Fitness Pre-Enrollment Test at the 
MCOLES “Exit” Standards. When you arrive at the testing site, be sure to notify 
proctors of your status as a MPBTP applicant. Your scores will be recorded on an 
“Entrance” standards score sheet, so you should know the scores necessary to pass 
at the EXIT level: 

 



 
 

COST 
 
 

Tuition (15 credit hours) = approximately $7,936 Basic/$3,990 MP* 
• Based on University catalog in effect at the time of enrollment 

• There may be additional fees (registration, etc.) 

Student Fee = approximately $1,700 Basic/$800 MP* 

• This fee is non-refundable 

• Due at the Orientation Meeting 

• Fee is used to purchase items not covered by tuition (weapons, ammunition, 
first aid supplies, and other training supplies) 

*Note: Eligible for VA Educational benefits (contact the VA Benefits Coordinator in 
the Registrar's Office) 

 



 
 
 

Cost (continued) 

Uniforms = approximately $350 Basic/$300 MP 
• Actual cost depends on the number of uniforms that each recruit 

purchases 

• Uniform requirements will be discussed at the Orientation Meeting 
and are purchased at Nye Uniform 

Housing = varies by semester 
• Recruits may stay on campus but are not required to 

• Housing Office: (616) 331-2010 / http://www.gvsu.edu/housing/ 
 
 
 

 

http://www.gvsu.edu/housing/


 

GVSU Veterans 
Network 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Veterans Network - Grand Valley State University (gvsu.edu) 

https://www.gvsu.edu/veterans/


 
 
 
 

Application Review 

Applications Due 
*NOTE: Incomplete applications 

will not be reviewed. 

Application Process: 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

SUMMER Basic Academy 

Orientation Meeting 

SUMMER Basic Academy 
Session 

 

Police Academy 

Informational 
Meetings 

 
Application Packets 

Available Online 

 
Background Investigations 

Oral Board Interviews & 
Director Interviews 

FALL Basic Academy 
Session 

 

FALL Basic Academy 

Orientation Meeting  

MP Academy Session 

 

MP Academy Orientation 
Meeting 

 



 
 
 
 

Application Process (continued) 
 
 
 

• Applications available online 

• Check Important Dates Tab for application due date (late applications will not be accepted) 

• Make a copy of your final application prior to submitting and retain for your 
records 

• Read all application instructions first & ask if you do not understand 

• Type all responses (Except the handwritten essay) 

• Provide all requested documents (Transcripts, Copy of license, Driving History, etc.) 



 
 
 

Application Process (continued) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 

Application Process (continued) 
 
 
 

• Include copies of all police reports (follow MCOLES Directions on Application) 
 

 

• You will be required to obtain medical evaluations for vision, hearing, 
and general physical condition by a Certified Occupational Medical 
Doctor (specific instructions will be provided in application packet)  
**ONLY COMPLETED IF YOU RECEIEVE A CONDITIONAL OFFER OF ACCEPTANCE** 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Yes 

Review and Acceptance 
 

No 

 
 
 
 

No 

 
 

 

Yes 

 
 

No 
 

 
 

Yes 
Not Favorable 

 
 
 
 

 

  

 
 

Favorable 

Admitted 

Oral Board Interview 

• Recommendation for 

admittance 

 
Complete application packet? 

(All requested information, 

documents, and signatures) 

Recruit selection based on an evaluation of the 

following: 

• Oral board results / recommendation 

• Background investigation results 

• Moral character – traffic violations, 

misdemeanor arrests, citizenship, etc. 

• Academic performance 

Background Investigation 

• Application and interview information verified 

• Moral character investigation (traffic violations, 

misdemeanor arrests, citizenship, etc.) 

• Reference verification 

• Academic performance inquiry 

Eliminated Eliminated 

Eliminated MCOLES minimum standards 

met? 

Not 

Reviewed 



 
 
 
 

Training Session 
 
 
 

• Academy training schedule 
• Five-to-six-day training week with varied hours  

(Monday – Friday & many Saturdays) 

• Schedule is demanding and subject to change 

• Academy is physically, mentally, and academically challenging 

• Recruits are required to perform with respect, dedication, integrity 
and attention to detail 



 
 
 

Basic First Aid, CPR, & AED 
 
 
 

• Applicants must have proof of Adult & Pediatric First Aid, CPR, & 
AED Certification prior to the start of the academy and it must 
remain valid during the academy 

• Different vendors – American Red Cross, American Heart Association, etc. 

• Hybrid Course (in person & online) allowed if practical exercises & testing 
occurs in person. Completely online courses are not allowed. 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 
 

Geoff Collard 

collardg@gvsu.edu 

 
Phone: 616-331-8515 

 
515 S. Waverly Rd. 

Holland, MI  49423 


