
Police Academy 
Informational Meeting Notes

2023 Sessions
Williamson N. Wallace, J.D.

Director, Criminal Justice Training



15 - Weeks 8 - Weeks

NOTE: Information specific to either the BASIC or MP Veterans Police Academy will 
be indicated by the above markings in the lower righthand corner of the page.



GVSU Website Links
School of Criminal Justice - Grand 
Valley State University (gvsu.edu)

GVSU Police Academy - Grand 
Valley State University

https://www.gvsu.edu/cj/
https://www.gvsu.edu/academy/










Military Police Basic Training Program -
Eligibility



2023_gvsu_mp_veterans_police_academy_application.pdf

2023_gvsu_basic_15-week_police_academy_application_fall.pdf

2023_gvsu_basic_15-
week_police_academy_application_spring_summer.pdf

https://www.gvsu.edu/cms4/asset/A5609283-C1E5-D9C2-05E478F6C1B1B2BE/2023_gvsu_mp_veterans_police_academy_application.pdf
https://www.gvsu.edu/cms4/asset/A5609283-C1E5-D9C2-05E478F6C1B1B2BE/2023_gvsu_basic_15-week_police_academy_application_fall.pdf
https://www.gvsu.edu/cms4/asset/A5609283-C1E5-D9C2-05E478F6C1B1B2BE/2023_gvsu_basic_15-week_police_academy_application_spring_summer.pdf


MCOLES Website Links

www.michigan.gov/mcoles
Standards & Training Tab
• Licensing Standards
• Testing

http://www.michigan.gov/mcoles


MCOLES 
Employment / 
Licensing 
Standards
Employment Standards (michigan.gov)

https://www.michigan.gov/mcoles/-/media/Project/Websites/mcoles/Standards-and-Training/Employment-Standards/Standards_List2142020.pdf?rev=425948302284404bb1deaa7fd0462f2c&hash=E2DD50B117BC80567DEDAB7D890B9676
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Pre-Enrollment Testing

Reading and Writing Test
• GVSU is test site
• Fall test dates will be posted soon
• Register through PSI Website (MCOLES link)
• Take ID with you on test day

Physical Fitness 
• GVSU is NOT test site
• Contact test site directly (contact info at MCOLES site)
• Take ID & Health Screening Form with you on test day
• Know the minimum required standards

Standards & Training (michigan.gov)

https://www.michigan.gov/mcoles/standard-training


Reading & Writing Test

• Cost is $68.00 (subject to change)



Physical Fitness Test
• Cost is $45.00 (subject to change)

• Must be completed within 180 days of 
start of Academy - do not take prior to
Nov. 2, 2022 (S/S Basic), Dec 14, 2022 
(MP), March 1, 2023 (Fall Basic)



ENTRANCE Physical 
Fitness Test Standards

To view information regarding the physical fitness pre-
enrollment test, including advice for preparing for the 
test, use the links below:

• Preparing for the Test -
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mcoles/Preparing_for_the_Test_249887_7.pdf

• Event #1 - Vertical Jump -
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mcoles/Vertical_Jump_249894_7.pdf

• Event #2 - Sit-Ups -
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mcoles/Sit-Ups_249893_7.pdf

• Event #3 - Push-Ups -
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mcoles/Push-Ups_249891_7.pdf

• Event #4 - 1/2 Mile Shuttle Run -
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mcoles/Shuttle_Run_249892_7.pdf

https://youtu.be/3a2SMVxxAgc

Please watch!

https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mcoles/Preparing_for_the_Test_249887_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mcoles/Preparing_for_the_Test_249887_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mcoles/Vertical_Jump_249894_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mcoles/Vertical_Jump_249894_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mcoles/Sit-Ups_249893_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mcoles/Sit-Ups_249893_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mcoles/Push-Ups_249891_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mcoles/Push-Ups_249891_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mcoles/Shuttle_Run_249892_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mcoles/Shuttle_Run_249892_7.pdf
https://youtu.be/3a2SMVxxAgc


EXIT Physical Fitness Test Standards
Applicants to the MPBTP must pass the Physical Fitness Pre-Enrollment Test at the 
MCOLES “Exit” Standards.  When you arrive at the testing site, be sure to notify 
proctors of your status as a MPBTP applicant. Your scores will be recorded on an 
“Entrance” standards score sheet, so you should know the scores necessary to pass 
at the EXIT level:



Cost

Tuition (15 credit hours) = approximately $7,326.00*
• Based on University catalog in effect at the time of enrollment
• There may be additional fees (registration, etc.)

Student Fee = approximately $1,700*
• This fee is non-refundable
• Due at the Orientation Meeting in March
• Fee is used to purchase items not covered by tuition (weapons, ammunition, 

first aid supplies, and other training supplies)
*Note: Eligible for VA Educational benefits (contact the VA Benefits Coordinator in 
the Registrar's Office)



Cost (continued)

Uniforms = approximately $330
• Actual cost depends on the number of uniforms that each recruit 

purchases
• Uniform requirements will be discussed at the Orientation Meeting 

and are purchased at Nye Uniform

Housing = varies by semester
• Recruits may stay on campus but are not required to
• Housing Office:  (616) 331-2010 / http://www.gvsu.edu/housing/

http://www.gvsu.edu/housing/


Cost

Tuition (6 credit hours) = approximately $3,690.00*
• Based on University catalog in effect at the time of enrollment
• There may be additional fees (registration, etc.)

Student Fee = approximately $800*
• This fee is non-refundable
• Due at the Orientation Meeting in May
• Fee is used to purchase items not covered by tuition (weapons, ammunition, 

first aid supplies, and other training supplies)
*Note: Eligible for VA Educational benefits (contact the VA Benefits 
Coordinator in the Registrar's Office)



Cost (continued)

Uniforms = approximately $240
• Actual cost depends on the number of uniforms that each recruit 

purchases
• Uniform requirements will be discussed at the Orientation Meeting and 

are purchased at Nye Uniform

Housing = Varies
• University Housing (Contact Housing Office for exact amount, advise you 

are in the 8-week Police Academy)
• Recruits may stay on campus but are not required to
• Housing Office:  (616) 331-2010 / http://www.gvsu.edu/housing/

http://www.gvsu.edu/housing/


GVSU Veterans 
Network

Veterans Network - Grand Valley State University (gvsu.edu)

https://www.gvsu.edu/veterans/


Police Academy 
Informational 

Meetings
Application Packets 

Available Online
Applications Due

*NOTE: Incomplete applications 
will not be reviewed.

Application ReviewOral Board Interviews & 
Director InterviewsBackground Investigations

SUMMER Basic Academy 
Orientation Meeting

(March)

Application Process:

SUMMER Basic Academy 
Session

(May – August)

MP Academy Orientation 
Meeting

(May)

MP Academy Session
(June - August)

FALL Basic Academy 
Orientation Meeting

(July)

FALL Basic Academy 
Session

(August - December)



Application Process (continued)

• Applications available online
• Check the application due date (late applications will not be accepted)

• Make a copy of your final application prior to submitting and retain for 
your records

• Read all application instructions first & ask if you do not understand
• Type or print all responses
• Provide all requested documents (Transcripts, Copy of license, Driving 

History, etc.)



Application Process (continued)



Application Process (continued)

• Include copies of all police reports in which you were personally (in your 
personal capacity) a suspect, victim, or witness

NOTE: If you work(ed) for a law enforcement agency or held a security position and 
your name appears in multiple reports as a reporting person or witness, submit a 
memo on company letter head stating that fact and your dates of employment

• Only after receiving a “conditional offer of acceptance,” you will be 
required to obtain medical evaluations for vision, hearing, and general 
physical condition by a Certified Occupational Medical Doctor (specific 
instructions will be provided in application packet)



Complete application packet?
(All requested information, 

documents, and signatures) 
Not 

Reviewed 
No

MCOLES minimum standards 
met?

Yes

Eliminated

Oral Board Interview
• Recommendation for 

admittance

Background Investigation 
• Application and interview information verified
• Moral character investigation (traffic violations, 

misdemeanor arrests, citizenship, etc.)
• Reference verification
• Academic performance inquiry 

Recruit selection based on an evaluation of the 
following:

• Oral board results / recommendation 
• Background investigation results
• Moral character – traffic violations, 

misdemeanor arrests, citizenship, etc.
• Academic performance 

Yes

Eliminated

Not Favorable

Favorable

Admitted

No

EliminatedNo

Yes

Review and Acceptance 



Training Session

• Academy training schedule
• Five-to-six-day training week (Monday – Friday & many Saturdays)
• Eight to ten hours of training per day (Basic Academy – normally 0600 to 1800 

most days (however occasional 1100 – 2200), MP Academy 1100 - 2100 most 
days) 

• Schedule is demanding and subject to change
• Academy is mentally and academically challenging
• Recruits are required to perform with respect, dedication, integrity 

and attention to detail



Basic First Aid, CPR, & AED 

• Applicants must have proof of Adult & Pediatric First Aid, CPR, & 
AED Certification prior to the start of the academy and it must 
remain valid during the academy 

• Different vendors – American Red Cross, American Heart Association, etc.
• Hybrid Course (in person & online) allowed if practical exercises & testing 

occurs in person.  Completely online courses are not allowed.





Why GVSU?







Williamson N. Wallace, J.D.
wallacew@gvsu.edu

Phone: 616-331-8515
Fax: 616-331-7155

158 Lake Michigan Hall
One Campus Drive
Allendale, MI 49401

mailto:wallacew@gvsu.edu
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