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Contact Info: Dr. Elizabeth I. Flandreau; flandree@gvsu.edu  2129 Au Sable Hall (Office) 

 Office Hours: 2:30-3:30pm 2129 Au Sable Hall or by appointment 

 Class Info: Psy300-12 10am – 11:15am 1117 Au Sable Hall 

 

Prerequisites: PSY 101 or HNR 234, STA 215 or STA 312, and WRT 150 (C or better).  

 

Final Exam:  300-12  Weds 8am-9:50am 

 

Required Reading:  
1. American Psychological Association (2010). Publication Manual of the American Psychological 

Association (Sixth Edition). Washington, D.C.: APA. 

2. Research Methods in Psychology: Evaluating a World of Information (2017; 3rd Edition) by Beth 

Morling. ISBN 9780393617542 

3. Additional research articles will be posted on BB 

 

PSY 300 CONTENT 

 

Course Description (GVSU Catalog): Examination of basic research methods in psychology. Emphasis on 

the logic of psychological research, the formulation and testing of hypotheses, research design, 

sampling procedures, data collection and analysis, and the ethics of conducting research.  

 

Course Description (Flandreau): Because of psychology research, we know that different parts of the brain are 

responsible for different functions, that there are individual differences in how we perceive the world with our 

senses, that cognitive behavioral therapy combined with antidepressants is the best treatment for major 

depressive disorder, and that many previously reported findings in psychology do not replicate!  This class will 

help ensure that you are not the next embarrassment to the field of psychology.  

 

Learning Objectives: 

1. Find and understand peer-reviewed primary literature relevant to a research question 

2. Explain peer-reviewed primary literature in your own words. 

3. Develop an evidence-based hypothesis for a research question based on previous studies 

4. Identify the most appropriate research method to test a hypothesis (Operationally define variables; 

Select the appropriate measurement; Ensure reliability and validity of results; Ensure that a study is 

ethical) 

5. Identify and be able to carry out appropriate statistical measures to test a hypothesis (Organize Data in 

Excel; Conduct statistical analysis in SPSS; Explain the results of the statistical analyses in graphs and 

in prose; Interpret results in the context of the original hypothesis) 

 

SWS Designation: This course is designated SWS. Completion of WRT 150 with a grade of C or better 

(not C-) is a prerequisite. SWS credit will not be given to a student who completes this course before 

completing the prerequisite. SWS courses adhere to certain guidelines. Students turn in a total of at least 

3000 words of writing. Part of that total may be essay exams, but a substantial amount of it is made up 

of essays, reports, or research papers. The instructor works with the students on revising drafts of 

papers, rather than simply grading the finished piece of writing. At least four hours of class time will be 

devoted to writing instruction. At least one third of the final grade in the course is based on the writing 

assignments. Students must complete the course with a grade of "C" or better in order to receive SWS 

credit.   

  

mailto:Elizabeth_Flandreau@gvsu.edu
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UNIVERSITY POLICIES 

 

Academic Integrity: It is your responsibility to maintain academic integrity and avoid appearance of a violation. 

Students will not take or receive the efforts of another person, use unauthorized resources, plagiarize, or give or 

sell other students papers or assignments not authorized by the instructor. Students are responsible for making 

themselves aware of and for understanding the policies and procedures that pertain to academic integrity in the 

GVSU Student Code [Section 223.01]. If you are uncertain prior to submission of an assignment, project, or 

test, please see the instructor as soon as possible.  Please hold your peers accountable to these same standards.  

Reminder: taking another’s words and swapping out synonyms or word order even with citation is plagiarism 

and violates academic integrity.  Use “safe assign” to ensure that individual and group assignments do not 

violate this policy.  At instructors’ discretion, a violation of this code of conduct may result in a reduced grade 

for the assignment or course or failing the assignment or the course.   

 

Commitment to Inclusion & Equity: I expect every student to demonstrate respect for each other student. I am 

committed to eliminating discrimination, harassment, bullying, or victimization of any kind. Any student 

participating in, or condoning harassment or discrimination will be asked to leave. 

 

University Anti-Harassment / Non-Discrimination: As adopted by the Board of Trustees, in Administrative 

Manual Chapter 1, Grand Valley State University is committed to inclusion and equity, and strives to establish a 

climate that welcomes and affirms the contributions of all students and employees. The University is guided by 

values for inclusiveness and community, which are integral to our mission to educate students to shape their 

lives, their professions, and their societies, and to enrich the community through excellent teaching, active 

scholarship, and public service. The University strives to provide all members of its community an inclusive 

environment and equitable opportunities for success. 

 

 

PSY300 POLICIES: 
 

Email: Please remain professional in email communication; include the class and section #, use full sentences, 

and sign your full name. I answer emails in a timely manner (typically within one business day). If the answer 

to your inquiry can be founding the syllabus, schedule, or BB announcements, it is unlikely that you will 

receive an email response.  Content-based questions must be posted to the discussion board so everyone can 

benefit from the answers; please let me know if your DB question has not been answered to your satisfaction.  I 

may address inquiries at the start of class rather than responding to individual emails.   
 

Blackboard: Course syllabus, schedule, and tips for success are available on BB.  PPT slide outlines will be 

posted to BB in advance of class whenever possible. Class announcements will also be communicated via 

Blackboard; it is your responsibility to monitor the site and ensure that you are aware of all announcements 

and material. 

 

Office Hours: I would love to see as many of you as possible as often as possible!  Please utilize office hours for 

questions about grades or grading that cannot be found on the syllabus.  If you are unavailable during office 

hours, email to schedule an appointment.   

 

Attendance: Please arrive on time and prepared to participate. I often make announcements in class rather than 

respond to individual emails.  You are responsible for all announcements and information presented in class; if 

you are absent, please get notes from a classmate.  Attendance is required on many but not all days (See 

schedule).  
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Phones:  Data show that even the visible presence of a phone is a distraction.  During regular classes, phones 

should be on silent and out of sight.  If you need to make a call or send a message, step outside the room to do 

it.  During exams, phones need to be OFF (hold the button… slide your finger across the screen…).  

 

Canceled Classes: Unless the instructor emails otherwise, if classes are canceled at the university, any exam 

will take place at the next class meeting. FYI I have never cancelled class if the university is open. 

 

 

RESOURCES 

 

Writing Center: The Fred Meijer Center for Writing, with locations at the Allendale and Pew/Downtown 

Grand Rapids campuses, is available to assist you with writing for any of your classes.  Writing 

consultants, who are fellow GVSU students, are trained to help you with all stages of your writing 

process, from brainstorming to organizing to editing your papers.  Simply bring a draft of your paper, the 

assignment sheet, and your questions/concerns to any of the Center's locations.  Also, through 

your Gmail account, you have access to online consultations through Google Docs.  The Center's 

services are free and you can drop in and work with a consultant or make an appointment, either through 

our website or by calling the Center (331-2922). For more information about our services and locations, 

please visit our website: http://www.gvsu.edu/wc/ 

 

Students with Disabilities: If you have special needs because of learning, physical or other disability, please 

contact me, or Disability Support Resources (DSR) at 616.331.2490.  Furthermore, if you have a disability and 

think you will need assistance evacuating this classroom and/or building in an emergency situation, please make 

me aware so I can develop a plan to assist you.  Please note that students taking exams with DSR must make 

arrangements approximately two weeks prior to each exam!  Please be sure to complete all required paperwork 

well in advance of the deadline.   

 

Academic Support Centre: Students interested in additional support for time management, writing, study or 

examination skills should contact the Advising Resource Centre (200 STU). You are also encouraged to contact 

Psi Chi to ask for a tutor who has experience with this course!  I’ve recently recommended several excellent 

students as tutors for this course and am confident that working with any of these tutors would be beneficial. 

 

 

GRADING CRITERIA:   

 

Grade Cut-Offs: 

A  558 points (93%) 

A-  540 points (90%) 

B+  522 points (87%) 

B  498 points (83%) 

B- 480 points (80%) 

C+ 462 points (77%) 

C 438 points (73%) * 

C-  420 points (70%) 

D+ 402 points (67%) 

D  360 points (60%)  

 

* C or above is required to earn SWS credit 

 

Category n Points (ea) Category % of Total

Quizzes 100 17%

In Class Quizzes (Best of 7) 6 10 60

Online Quizzes (Best of 3) 2 10 20

Article Quizzes (Best of 3) 2 10 20

Homework (Group Grade; 

Best of 6)
5 20 100 17%

Exams (semi-cumulative 

final)
3 60 180 30%

Research Paper Process 120 20%

“Writing Workshop” Drafts 3 10 30

Sources, Topic, Methods V1 1 5 5

Sources, Topic, Methods V2 1 10 10

Research Paper Version 1 1 25 25

Research Paper Version 2 1 50 50

Research Paper- Final 1 100 100 17%

TOTAL 600 100%

http://www.gvsu.edu/wc/
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What Each Grade Means: 

C: You did the necessary work and learned the basic material – you know the correct answers. 

B: The above, plus you could teach the material to a friend. You understand the correct answers. 

A: The above, plus you can use the material flexibly and adaptively. You understand WHY the answers 

are what they are, and how this relates to material from other classes. 

 

 

DESCRIPTION OF GRADED ITEMS: 

 

Research Paper: You will write a 2,000 – 2,500 word paper in APA format.  You will complete four 

total versions of this paper.  Versions 1 and 2 will be submitted for a grade and instructor feedback.  The 

instructor will provide 1:1 in person feedback on version 3 during the last weeks of the semester.  

Version 4 is the final paper, which is worth 100 points (17% of your semester grade).  Please note that 

there are no “drafts.”  Each version of the paper should be your best possible work to date. 

http://www.gvsu.edu/writing/grading-criteria-28.htm 

 

Online Quizzes: Online quizzes are open note and come from a pool of questions; approximately 20 questions 

are randomly selected each time you take the quiz.  You will have 2hrs per attempt and up to 3 attempts.  Your 

grade will be an average.  Online quizzes provide instant feedback with low stakes and tend to have a positive 

impact on students’ overall grade.  Some quiz topics may not have been covered in class but can be found in 

Morling.  There are 3 online quizzes, your lowest score will be dropped.  See due dates on schedule. 

 

In-Class Quizzes: On “flipped,” computer lab, and “reading workshop” days, the first 10-15 minutes of class 

will be devoted to a reading quiz to ensure that everyone is prepared.  You can use ONE side of ONE 3x5 note 

card as a cheat sheet.  There will typically be 15 questions on the quiz and you will choose 10 to answer.  There 

are 7 content quizzes and 3 reading workshop quizzes.  Your lowest score from each category is dropped. 

 

Participation: Attendance is required on all days with items “due in class”.  On these days you prepare for class 

in advance by reading, watching videos, and / or writing, and then devote class time to a deeper analysis of the 

topic.  Required attendance days include reading workshops, writing workshops, flipped classes, computer lab 

classes, and midterm exams.  This adds up to just 16 out of 28 scheduled classes for the semester.  You will not 

receive full credit if you are late and / or unprepared.   

 

Group Homework Assignments: Assignments are designed to help you find, digest, and discuss, complex 

material.  Bonus- they help prepare you for exams and papers. See BB for specific instructions and in-class and 

online due dates. Submitted Assignments must meet the following criteria to be considered for credit: 

 Use Microsoft Word 

 Filename must include your name / group (Naming the file within BB is insufficient; I end up with 50 

files named “homework”) 

o For example: Flandreau Paper 1 or Section 02 Group 03 Homework  

 Late assignments cannot be accepted.   

 Emailed assignments cannot be accepted.  

 Assignments must be in your own words with no hint of plagiarism.  

o Use Safe Assign to ensure that your submissions meet this standard 

o Each group member is responsible for academic integrity of each assignment 

 Use APA style for everything 

 

http://www.gvsu.edu/writing/grading-criteria-28.htm
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Exams: Exam questions come from material in PPTs and homework; the more time we devote to a topic in 

class, the more the topic will be represented on the exam. Where there is choice on exams, clearly X out the 

question you do not want graded; I will grade the first questions with something written on the page. In this 

course we will first present some general information and build on that information in subsequent lessons, 

therefore the final exam is cumulative.   

 

Extra Credit: You can receive one EC point for completing the “pre-test” at the beginning of the semester and 

“post test” at the end of the semester (see schedule for due dates). You can also earn 1pt EC for completing a 

mid-semester feedback survey (if available).  EC points are also available for library visit and writing center 

visits (see Schedule). 

 

 

SCHEDULE:  

 

Missing Class: Grading criteria are set up so that you can miss one flipped day quiz and one reading workshop 

day quiz without losing points.  If you have a planned absence for an exam day, let me know ASAP to schedule.  

If you have an unplanned absence for an exam day, see me ASAP after the missed day to reschedule.  Makeup 

exams may be essay-only or oral exams.  If you have a planned or unplanned absence for a day that attendance 

is NOT required, please get notes from a friend, no need to email me.   

 

Writing Instruction: Five course periods will be devoted “writing workshops,” during which we will 

examine APA format, edit “good” and “bad” writing samples, and critique our own writing and that of 

our peers. Three course periods will be devoted to “reading workshops” where we examine primary 

research articles. 

 

Statistics Instruction: Four course periods will be laboratory classes.  Please see schedule and ensure 

that you go to the correct classroom on those days.  

 

Details are subject to change but I will do everything within my power to maintain dates for exams.  It is your 

responsibility to adhere to due dates on this schedule.  Please pay close attention to announcements and the 

calendar available on BB.  Attendance is required on days where there is something listed in the “due in class” 

column. 
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Schedule Part 1:  

 

 
Day Date Reading Topic Due In Class Due Online 

Week 1 

Mon 1/8 
    

Tues 1/9 Chpt 1 Methods overview 
  

Weds 1/10 
    

Thurs 1/11 Chpt 3 Validity 
  

Fri 1/12 
 

100% Tuition Refund Deadline 
 

Validity Quiz; PreTest 

Week 2 

Mon 1/15 
    

Tues 1/16 Chpt 2 Literature Search 
  

Weds 1/17 
    

Thurs 1/18 Chpt 4 Research Ethics-FLIPPED Ethics Quiz 
 

Fri 1/19 
   

4 Sources; Topic/Methods1 

Week 3 

Mon 1/22 
    

Tues 1/23 Article 1 Reading Workshop 1 Article 1 Quiz 
 

Weds 1/24 
    

Thurs 1/25 APA Manual 
Writing Workshop 1 

116 HRY 
APA Quiz 

 

Fri 1/26 
   

Writing Hwk;  

Week 4 

Mon 1/29 
    

Tues 1/30 
 

Catch up / Review 
  

Weds 1/31 
    

Thurs 2/1 EXAM 1 Chpt 1-4, APA EXAM 1 
 

Fri 2/2 
   

Library Visit 
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Schedule Part 2:  

 

 
Day Date Reading Topic Due In Class Due Online 

Week 5 

Mon 2/5 
    

Tues 2/6 Chpt 5 Measurement 
  

Weds 2/7 
    

Thurs 2/8 Chpt 6 Surveys- FLIPPED Survey Quiz 
 

Fri 2/9 
   

Measurement Quiz, Survey Hwk 

Week 6 

Mon 2/12 
    

Tues 2/13 Chpt 8 
Correlations Lab 

116 HRY 
Correlations Quiz 

 

Weds 2/14 
    

Thurs 2/15 Chpt 10, 11 Experiments 
  

Fri 2/16 
   

Correlations Lab Hwk 

Week 7 

Mon 2/19 
    

Tues 2/20 Chpt 11,13 Experiments & Quasi 
  

Weds 2/21 
    

Thurs 2/22 Chpt 10,11,13 Experiments-FLIPPED Experiments Quiz 
 

Fri 2/23 
   

Experiments Hwk; MidSem Feedback 

Week 8 

Mon 2/26 
    

Tues 2/27 Article 2 Reading Workshop 2 Article 2 Quiz 
 

Weds 2/28 
    

Thurs 3/1 
 

Writing Workshop 2 

116 HRY 
Research PaperV1 

 

Fri 3/2 
   

Research Paper V1; Writing Center 1 

 
Mon 3/5 

 
SPRING BREAK 

  

 
Fri 3/9 

 
Drop Deadline 

  

Week 9 

Mon 3/12 
    

Tues 3/13 
 

Catch up / Review 
  

Weds 3/14 
    

Thurs 3/15 EXAM 2 Chpt 5,6,8,10,11,13 EXAM 2 
 

Fri 3/16 
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Schedule Part 3: 

 

 
Day Date Reading Topic Due In Class Due Online 

Week 

10 

Mon 3/19 
    

Tues 3/20 Morling Descriptive and Inferential Stats 
  

Weds 3/21 
    

Thurs 3/22 Morling 
Descriptive Stats LAB 

116 HRY 
Descriptive Stats Quiz 

 

Fri 3/23 
   

Descriptive Stats Hwk 

Week 

11 

Mon 3/26 
    

Tues 3/27 Morling 
Inferential Stats LAB 

116 HRY 
Inferential Stats Quiz 

 

Weds 3/28 
    

Thurs 3/29 Morling 
Stats LAB 

116 HRY   

Fri 3/30 
   

Inferential Stats Hwk 

Week 

12 

Mon 4/2 
    

Tues 4/3 Article 3 Reading Workshop 3 Article 3 Quiz 
 

Weds 4/4 
    

Thurs 4/5 
 

Writing Workshop 3 

116 HRY 
Research Paper V2 

 

Fri 4/6 
   

Research Paper V2; Writing Center 2 

Week 

13 

Mon 4/9 
    

Tues 4/10 Chpt 14 Replicability and Generalization 
  

Weds 4/11 
    

Thurs 4/12 
 

Writing Workshop 4 Research Paper V3 
 

Fri 4/13 
   

Replicability Quiz 

Week 

14 

Mon 4/16 
    

Tues 4/17 
 

Writing Workshop 5 

116 HRY 
Research Paper V3 

 

Weds 4/18 
    

Thurs 4/19 
 

Catch up / Review 
  

Fri 4/20 
 

FINAL PAPER DUE 
 

FINAL PAPER DUE; Post-Test 

Week 

15 

Mon 4/23 
    

Weds 4/25 EXAM 3 8:00 am - 9:50 am EXAM 3 Semi-Cumulative 

Fri 4/27 
    

 


