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Contact Information: duekerg@gvsu.edu  

Office:    2208 ASH 
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GVSU Catalog Course Description 

 

Examination of basic research methods in psychology. Emphasis on the logic of psychological research, the formulation and testing of 

hypotheses, research design, sampling procedures, data collection and analysis, and the ethics of conducting research. Prerequisites: 

PSY 101 or HNR 234, and STA 215 or STA 312. 

 

Dueker Course objectives: 

 

By the end of the semester each student will be able to: 

1. be critical consumers of Psychological information and research presented in the general media and the research 

literature.  

2. know the common research designs used by Psychologists 

3. be practiced at determining what research method (and statistical test/s) would be most appropriately used for answering any 

specific research question 

4. understand the ethical principles and obligations associated with research with living organisms 

5. understand the scientific method and how to write about it 

 

Respect 

 

Academic Honesty.  Academic honesty and integrity are expected from the instructor and students at all times.  Academic 

dishonesty is defined as an attempt to obtain or to help another student obtain a grade higher than what is honestly earned  – this 

includes getting information about exams or assignments from students in an earlier or previous section of the course.  Do not assume 

that any assignment for this course is a group assignment unless I specifically tell you that it is.  Anything you turn in to me, whether a 

written assignment or an exam, needs to be your own, individual work.  It is your responsibility to properly cite all sources in your 

written work and to avoid plagiarism.  An occurrence of academic dishonesty will result, minimally, in failure of the course and a 

recommendation for University judicial action.  It is every student’s responsibility to avoid even the appearance of cheating.  For more 

information about academic honesty please see the GVSU student code. 

  

Communication.  We will maintain a respectful atmosphere in the classroom for all students (and professors) regardless of 

age, gender, favorite type of music, ethnicity, sexual orientation, learning disability, or driving skills.  By that I mean (a) respectfully 

attending to the contributions that others make in the class, and,  (b) consciously examining your own contributions to ensure that they 

are respectful to others around you.  If you experience a lack of respect at any point during this class, please contact me, and I will 

work with you to address the problem.  Any student who is consistently disrespectful towards the classroom community will be 

dropped from the course. 

 

E-mail:   Please include your name and section number in the subject line so your message is likely to get through my spam 

filters.  I do not knowingly ignore emails - if you have emailed me and have not received a reply within 2 days, check to be sure that 

you included all of the correct information and email me again or call or drop by during office hours.   

  

Electronic devices & Food.  All electronic devices should be deactivated during class time so that you and your fellow 

students can focus on the material with a minimum of distractions.  Quiet food and drink is fine except on exam days.   

  

Attendance.  Be at class.  Be on time.  Coming in late is rude to the classroom community.  Failure to attend class regularly 

will negatively affect your grade as missed in-class and group assignments cannot be made up under any circumstances. 

 

 

 



 Evaluation Procedures/Course Credit 

 

 Credit for this course will be based on student performance in these areas:  

Exam 1  100 

Exam 2  100 

Cumulative final exam 100  

Research project pieces   150 

Final research paper 75 

Research poster presentation 

In class assignments 

25 

75 

  

Total points 625 

  

Exams:  All tests will be challenging in-class examinations covering the readings, lectures, videos, student contributions and 

any guest presentations.  Electronic devices are prohibited on exam days.   

 

Research project:  Students will choose a question of interest, collect data to address that question and present their 

conclusions about it in a variety of formats. 

  

In-class and lab assignments:  In class assignments might range from unannounced quizzes over readings to participation in 

group discussions or activities.  Credit for in class assignments cannot be made up under any circumstances.  If you are not present for 

the activity you will not be able to earn credit. 

 

Grading Scale: 

     A 93-100 A- 90-92 

B+ 87-89 B 83-86 B- 80-82 

C+ 77-79 C 73-76 C- 70-72 

D+ 67-69 D 63-66 F  62 or lower 

* I reserve the right to adjust this scale (downward) if I see the need  

 

Useful things to know 
 

Exam Dates:  You are responsible for attending and completing an exam at the time and day for which it is scheduled.  Only 

in cases of extreme illness or family emergency will an exam be given at a time other than that scheduled.  Rescheduled exams will be 

given (or not) at the professor’s discretion and will probably be in a format other than the original exam (e.g. oral or essay).  If you 

realize that you will need to request a make-up exam please contact me before the exam.  I will always require documentation. 

 

Due Dates: You are responsible for turning in all work by the start of class time on the announced due date.  If you are 

submitting an assignment other than to me you must turn it in to the Psychology Office (room 2224 AuSable Hall) – ask them to mark 

it with the time and date.  Do not put assignments under my office door.  I do not accept assignments via email.  I do not accept 

late work.   
  

Copies:  You are required to keep a copy of all individual work that you submit to me. 

  

Readings & Videos:  You are responsible for reading and/or watching the materials assigned for each class period.  Not all 

of the material will be explicitly discussed during class time, however, these materials have been chosen to prepare you for class and 

to give you the background information necessary to understand some of the activities planned for the class.  You are responsible for 

the material contained in the readings and videos regardless of whether or not it is specifically covered during class time.  Only the 

chapters from the texts are listed on the syllabus.  Supplementary articles and videos etc. might be announced in class. 

  

Blackboard Website:  I will post grades, announcements, assignments and other course information on the course info web 

site for this class.  Make sure that you have access.  Contact the help desk if you need assistance.  Please check your grades on the 

Blackboard website often as it is both of our responsibilities to ensure the accuracy of the information.  Be sure to keep all papers that 

are returned to you until the end of the semester and contact me ASAP if you think an error has been made. 

 

Students with special needs:  If you need special accommodations for either testing or note-taking please let me know and I 

will work with you and the learning center to set up the necessary services. 

 

  



 

 

 

Tentative Schedule (Note:  This is an approximate schedule – it can and no doubt will change during the course).  I will 

announce any schedule changes in class and you are responsible for tracking such changes.  
 

Date 
Textbook 
Chapter Important Dates 

Jan 10-12 1  

Jan 17-19 1  

Jan 24-26 2  

Jan 31-Feb 2 3  

Feb 7-9 4  

Feb 14-16 5  

Feb 21-23 
Descriptive 
stats 441  

Feb 28 – March 2 
Inferential 
stats 463   Exam 1 

March 7-9  No Classes SPRING BREAK 

March 14-16 6  

March 21-23 7&8  

March 28-30 9  

April 4-6 10-12  

April 11-13 10-12 Exam 2 

April 18-20 12 Poster session 

April 24-28 13 Wednesday, April 26, 8:00 am - 9:50 am 

 

 

Project piece Textbook resources (Chapters) 

ID variables and question of interest 3 

Literature review and hypothesis 2, APA style reports p. 487  

Method & operational definitions 5 

Data collection 5 

Analysis Stats review sections (pp 441& 463) 

Results & Discussion section 6,7,or 8; APA style reports p. 487 

APA style research report APA style reports p. 487 

 

GVSU Catalog SWS Description (abridged) 

Because the ability to write clearly is a means for critical thinking, exploration of values, and self-discovery—goals of the general 

education program—the university requires that all students take two Supplemental Writing Skills courses. These courses, which have 

Writing 150 with a grade of C (not C-) or better as a prerequisite, are designated SWS in each semester’s course schedule.  

The two SWS courses may not be taken from the same department or school. One must be from outside the student’s major unit. The 

first SWS course, normally part of the general education requirement, must be taken before completing the junior level writing 

requirement. The second course, normally taken in the student’s major and normally at the 300 or 400 level, is taken after completing 

the junior level writing requirement. Transfer students with a MACRAO associate’s degree must take one SWS course (normally in 

the student’s major). 

Courses that have received the SWS designation are not merely courses that require written assignments; they adhere to certain 

guidelines. Students turn in a total of at least 3,000 words of writing during the term. Part of that total may be essay exams, but a 

substantial amount of it is made up of finished essays or reports or research papers. The instructor works with the students on revising 

drafts of their papers, rather than simply grading the finished piece of writing. At least four hours of class time are devoted to writing 

instruction. For a three-credit course at least one third of the final grade is based upon the writing assignments.  

Students must pass the writing skills courses (Writing 150 and the two SWS courses) with a grade of C or better in each course. 


