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The New Voices Initiative

The Prostitution Round Table:

A Community Leaming Venture

Two years ago we launched a new venture, the New Voices
Initiative. New Voices is an effort to gain a better understanding
aof wamen and girts who are marginalized in our comimunity =
whose voicesz are usually unsolicited, unheard or ignored. The
first project of the New Voices Iniiative is the Prostitution Round
Table, which aims to heip women and girls involved in sireet
prostitution in Grand Rapids make positive choices for their lives

Prostifuted women and girls are a nearly mwisible population in
our community. We hear about them primarily through news
coverage — when a prostituted woman is murdered, far axample,
ar when police shngs are caried oul In response to
neighborhood concerns. We have few opportunities (o see
prostituted women as mothers, deughters, pariners, friends —
real people whose life crcumstances have created vulnerability
o @xploitation. And we have few venues for examining whether
and how our communily could more effectvely support thair
haalth and weall-bamg

Ciirwork on this prosect has focusad on facilitating a learning
process designead fo enable community arganizations o mare
affectivaly address both the neads of prostituted women and
and the issues surrounding prostitution. This process has
involved a broad spectrum of community members in a caliective
learning process, with participants providing infarmation and
expertise, affering feedback, engaging in consensus-building,
and instigating community change

Although the Prostitution Round Table is a work in process, tha
project kas exceeded our expectations in several ways. We are
heanened by the recegnition that prostitution is a significant
IS5UE in our community, @s evidenced by the fact that more than
35 commiunity organizations are involved in the project We have
also been gratified by the level of commitmeant participating
mambers have made ta the i55ue.

In additon to attending monthly meetings, PRT parbicipants have
read volumes of background matenals, shared their insights and
learning with others, and initiated the idea of going beyond the
arginal commatment (3 a ning=manth project. The most exciling
impacts of the project are the changes in perspectives reported
by PRT members_ their willingness to apply this learning in their
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Prostitution Round Table

work, and the organizatienalfprogrammatic changes that are
taking place throughout the community as a result

In the months ghead, the Prostitubon Round Table is taking two
big steps o cascade the earning o the Grand Rapids
cammunity at lznge:

F'LII:ilICEﬂ‘IDI'I of We T Fattar Ha ,. 1 Proafitiried Wimner

o Rapicls Make Healfy | ThlsﬂD+page
repurr ams o reframe ’rhe IS5UE DF pﬂfl'."stllutlﬂl'l ln OUF SOmmiunity
as a foundation for effectively helping prastituled womsen and
girls make healthy choices We Can Do Better will be availabie m
March 2002 in both print and electronic farmats

Enpnnsmshmnlthel ion Reframing [ssdes, Makin

Eqhie c:-::nfar&nm an Apnl 12, EIZH}E at Grand ‘JEHE',- State
l.Inwerstl'y 5 DeVos Center This day-long conference, open fo
the antice community, will include presantations by survivors of
prositulicn and pioneers in helping prostituted women and girs
make healthy choices

Contact us for mora infarmation about the Prostitution Round
Table project

Prostitution:
Reframing Issues,
Making Connections

ponference for the whole communiy

Friday, Apnl 12, 2002
8:30 am. to 4:30 p.m.
Loosemore Auditorium
Richard M. DeVos Center
Grand Valley State University
401 West Fulton Street
Grand Rapids, Michigan 42504

Presented by
The Prostitution Round Table
A project of
Thie Naokomis Foundation's New Voicas Inliiative
Co-spansaorad by the School of Social Work,
Grand Yalley State University

We invite you to join us!

http:/‘www, nokomisfoundation.org/prt.hitm
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Two years ags the Nokamis Foundation embarked on a naw
venture, the New Voices Initative, New Voices is an effort to
gain a better understanding of wamen and girls who are
marginalized in our community - whose vaoices are usually
ungolicited, unheard or ignared. The first project of the Maw
Waices Initiative is the Prostitution Round Talble, which aims o
help womaen and girls involved in streat prostidution in Grand
Rapids make pasitive choiges for thair lives

In the past two vears, the Prostitution Round Table - individuals
representing mare than 35 Grand Rapids-area organizations -
has engaged in a learmmg process, seeking ways o more
efiectively eddress bath the needs of prostituted women and
and the msues surrounding proestitution, We started by listening
o the voices of women and girls whosze life experience included
prostitution. We also gained valuable insighits from research and
the practiioners with expertise in issues related to prostitution.

W came face 1o face with the realities of street prostitution. The
average age of enfry into prostitution is 14 to 18. Nationally, S0
percent af wamen in prosttuton are survivors of sexual violence
such az incest and sexual azsault - and typically this violence is
endured repeatedly Sixty-six percent suffer from post-traumatic
stress disorder (PTSD). Eighty-four parcent repart current or past
homelesznass. From 55 1o 99 percent have substance abuse
addictons

Realitkes such as these moved us to re-examing our awn IMages
about prostitution and the idea of prostitution as a “viclimiess
crime " Foliowing the lead of survivars and authaorities in the field,
we stopped sterectyping women as "prostitutes” and started
understanding prostitution as a system of exploitation. This
rethinking of the issue, reflectad in our use of the tarm
"prostituted” women and giriz, has laid the foundation for aur
wiork - and for the sensa of hopelulness we have about tha
passibilities for addressing this issue in a positive way.

Frostit ETa] SELL Jaking Connections s our effort
b share our Iearmng wﬂh the Gram:l HEIFI-HjE mmmumtg.r This
canferance offers the opportunity to listen to the strong voices of
survivors of prostitution and recognized leaders in the field,
rethink the issue, and consider the many ways we can respond
effectivaly as a community. Collectively. we hope to envision &
better Grand Rapids where we do not tolerate the exploitaton of
others and instead walcome prostituled women and Qs into our
community's circla of canng. We hope to see you on Apnl 1.2

Presenters

Morma Hotaling is the founder and director of Standing
Against Global Exploitation (SAGE). Located in San Francisco,
SAGE is a nan-profit human nghts organization that offers peer-
based and holistic services to womean who are survivors of
saxual exploitation, substance abuse, domestic violence, and
ather forms of trauma and to girls whao ane at risk of exploitation
Throwgh the First Offender Prostitution Program (FOPP), SAGE
also works with ren canwicted for saliciting for purposes of
prostitution The SAGE programs have received the Peter

http://www.nokomisfoundation.org/pre.him
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Drucker Award for Nonprofit Innovation, the Harvard University
Kennedy School of Government's award for Innowations in
Government, and Oprah Winfrey's Ange! Nebwork Lza Your Life
Award Ms Hotaling is a survivor of eight years of prostitution
and nearly 20 years of heroin addiction

Dilvia Howard s the coordinator of profassional services at
Haymarkel Center, 3 comprehensive detoxification and
treatment facility that includes gender specific residential “rapd
slablizaton” servicas for men and women in Chicago. She
zerves on the City of Chicago’s HIV Planning Group and the
Governing Board of Chicago's Continuum of Care for the
Homeatlass She s also a research consultant for the Center for
Impact Research, and co-author of the CIR study, The
Prostitution of Vomen and Girls in Metropolitan Chicago: A
Prediminary Pravalence Report (May 20017). She is a co-founder
and president of Excdus, a not-for-profit mentoring pragram far
women escaping prastitution. She is an [lino: Certified
Addicton Counselor {CADC) and Prevention Specialist and 2
Mational Certified Recovery Specialist ([NCRS)

Llaudinge U Leary i the founder and youth work coondinator
for the Young Wamen's Empaowerment Project in Chicago. The
Young Women's Empowerment Project offers safe, respactiul
and free of judgment Spaces for girls and young women
impacted by the sex trade and sireel economies o recognize
and develop their goals, dreams, and desires. The organization’s
harm reduchon services include a drop-in center, individwal
support, groups, opportunities for girls to be invgdved in the
proiect through paid lsarming/working expenences, and arts
progects. Ms, O'Leary is & farmer research cansultant for the
Center for Impact Research and co-authar of the CIR =ludy. The
Prostitution of Wamen and Girls in Metropolitan Chicago: A
Prediminary Pravalence Beport (May 2001}

Vednita Carter is the founder and executive director of
Breaking Free, 5t PaulMinneapalis, MN, an Afro-centric agency
providmg advocacy, education and direct services to prostituted
women and giris and battered women invelved in the criminal
justice systam. Ms. Carter has served as advocacy director of
Women Hurt in Systems of Prostitution in Revalt (WHISPER),
Minneapolis; on the Women of Color Health Alternatives
Metwark, and has extensive experience warking with
incarcerated women and women in transilan

FPanelists

Hyrd is & Chicago police officer and Chair of the National
Black Police Officers Association. She has 20 years experience
in pobce work
Annpa Lisl, a member of the faculty of Grand Valley State
University's School of Social Work, is a PRT member and a
private practitioner whose practica, Dversity Counseling and
Therapy Center, includes groups for men who have been
arrested for soliciting sexual servicas

it Warin is @ PRT member and founder and director of
Freedom House Ministry, which provides transitional housing for
wormen and their children

hitp:/fwww. nokomisfoundation.org/prt.htm
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Falph WMzson s a PRT mamber and leulenant with the Grand
Rapids Palice Department whose work includes extensive
E':{F.'-E-I'IEF'IE'.E on prt:-shlutlnn issUes
Les Stk 1, Director of Admissions for the Grand Valley
State l._lnwersll'y' St:hnnl of Soccial Work, teaches diversity and
mulbculturaiism. She is g former police officer
[pkesha Flowden, an MSW candidate at Grand Valley Stale
University, is a PRT member wha is currently resaarching
prostitution in Grand Rapids; she also works for the 15t District
Court's Domestic Azsault Eesponse Team (DART) and 15 a
Grand Hapids Palice Department intern

ndy Sk s is-a PRT member and a probaton afficer with the
E‘Is‘r Elsh'u:.'r Cl:nurl her caselnad includes men and women
arrested on prostilution-related charges

Iz= WWillams is a founding member of Exodus. 8 Chicago noi-
ﬂ:r—pn:ﬂt mentoring pragram for womean escaping prostilulian

Conference Registration Infarmation

Registration Deadline: Monday, March 25, 2002

Enrcliyment is imited and eany registration is ancouraged. Pnorify
will be given o those who register before the deadiing. Print oul
the registration form below, complete the information and refurm
i with a check payable lo the Nokomis Foundation, 167 Oftawsa
Ave NW, Swuite 305-C, Grand Rapids, MI 49503

Cosls

Ganeral: 530 00 Students: 515.00

Conference feas inclide malenals as weall a5 continental
Breakfast and box (unch

A limited number of scholarships will be available for
representatives of local nonproft arganizations. Contact us for
mare information, or if you have any guestions abouwt registration

Canceliations
For a lull refund, canceliations are due by Friday, April & 2002

Coantact us with guesbons about the siructure ar content of the
conference

Registration Form

Prostitution:

Reframing Issues, Making Connections

Friday, April 12, 2002

#:30 a.m. o430 p.m

Pant out this form and mail with your conference fee fo the
Nokomis Foundation, 161 Oftawa Ave. NW. Suite 305-C, Grand
Rapids, Ml 49503, Checks should ba mada ouf fo e Nakomis Faunditon,

Marme

http://www.nokomisfoundation.org/pre.htm
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Organizaton

Address

City/State/Zip

Phang Fax#

Email

Fes Enclosed 53000 General 51500 Student

Meal Preference;
Mo preference_ Vegetarian _ Other

Concurrent Sessions

Capacily is imied for the afternaon Concurment Sessions.

We will accommaodate choices in the order in which registrations
are received. Please indicate below your first, secand, and third
chaices for 12:30 p mand 1:45 p.m. ses50ns

12:30 - 1:30 pm
Interviewing and Assassment {Olivia Howard)
Working with Adolescenis (Claudine O'Laary)
Working with Customers (List, Sikkama)

1:45 - 2:45 pm
Peer-Based Programming (Norma Hotaling
Cultural Relevancy (Vednita Carter)

Palice & Social Workers Working Togeather (Byrd,
Mazon, Owens, Plowdan)

copynight 1958 The Makomis Fourndaton, emai us, phane: 618.451 0357
llisratian Yolanda Gonzalwz  copy Polly Hewstl  side weark. Julie Rid

161 Cburwa MW, Sulbe 305-C. Grand Rapids, B &30

htep:/www, nokomisfoundation.org/prt.htm
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I'he New Voices Iniiative

The Prostitution Round Table:

A Community Learning Venture

Two Years ago we launched a new venture, the New Voices
Initiative. New Voices is an effort to gain a betler understanding
of women and girs who are marginalized in our communify -
whose voices are usually unsolicited, unheard or igrored. The
first project of the New Voices Initiative is the Prostitution Round
Tabie, which aims to help women and girls involved in sireet
prostitution in Grand Rapids make positive choices for their lives,

Prostituted women and girls ara a naarly invisible population in
our community. We hear about them primarily through news
coverage — when a prostituted woman is murdered, far example,
or when police stngs are carried oul in rezponse to
neighborhood concems. We have few opporiunities (o see
prostituted women as mothers. daughters, parners, mends —
real people whose life circumstances have created vulnerability
to exploitation And we have few venues for examining whether
and how our cammunity could mane effectively suppart their
health and well-being

Cur work on this project has focused on facilitating a learning
process designed to enable commundy anganmizabions 1o mare
affectively addrezs both the neads of prostituted women and
and the issues surrounding prastitution. This process has
invaolved a broad spectrum of community members in a collective
learming pracess, with participants providing information and
expertize, offenng feedback. engaging in consensus-building,
and instigating community change.

Althouwgh the Prostitubon Round Table s a work in process, the
project has exceeded our expectations in several ways. \We are
heartenad by the recognition that prostitution is a significant
a0 in our community, 8s evidenced by the fact that more than
35 community organizations are involeed in the project We have
also been gratified by the level of commitment participating
members have made fo the issue

In addition to attending monthly mestings. PRT parbicipants have
read volurmes of background materials, shared their insights and
lea@ming with others and mitiated the idea of going beyond the
original commitmant to a nine-manth project. The most exciting
impacts of the project are the changes in perspectives reported
by PRT members, their wilingness to apply this learning in their

hitp:/‘www . nokomisfoundation.org/pre.htm
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Prostitution Round Tahle

work, and the arganizationaliprogrammatic changes that are
taking place throughout the comimunily as a resull

In the maonths ahead, the Prostitubion Round Table s takng twa
big staps to cascade the leaming to the Grand Rapids
community at large

Fubll-::atlnn af '1-'- Lian Do Beller Haling £ -. I Wiomar

| 1 Remids Mak= Heailly | T"HEE':H' paEge
r&pcun amE h:r mrran're the izsue of prnslumnnn m LU community
as a foundation for effectively helping prostituted women and
girls make healthy choices We Can Do Better wall be avasdlable in
March 2002 in both print and electronic formats.

Spunﬁ.urﬁhlpuﬂhe- rastitution: Ratremimg seues. Masing

71E c-l;-nference- an April 12, 2002 at Grand ‘u"E-lIB!,I' State
Univerzity's DeVos Center. This day-long conference, open to
the enfire community, will include presentations by survivars of
prostitution and pionears in helping prostituted women and girls
make healthy choices.

Cantact us for mare infarmation about the Prostitution Round
Table project.

Prostitution:
Reframing Issues,
Making Connections

A, conferance 1or the whole community

Friday, April 12, 2002
8:30 am. to 4:30 p.m.
Loosemore Auditorium
Richard M. DeVos Center
Grand Valley State University
401 West Fulton Street
Grand Rapids, Michigan 49504

Prasanted by
The Prostitution Round Table
A project of
The Mokomis Foundation's Mew Yoices [nitiative
Co-sponsored by the School of Sacial Work,
Grand Valley State University

We invite you to join us!

http:/fwww. nokomisfoundation.org/prt.him
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Prostitution Round Table

Twa years ago the Nokomis Foundation embarked on - a new
wanture, the New Voices Initiative. Mew Voices is an effart to
gain a better understanding of women and girls who are
marginalized In our community - whose voices are usually
unsolicited, unheard or ignored. The first project of the Mew
Woices Iniliative s tha Prastitution Round Table, which aims to
help women and girls invelved in street prostitution in Grand
Rapids make positive cholces for their lives

In the past lwo vears, the Prostitution Round Table - indwiduals
representing more than 35 Grand Rapids-area organizations -
has engaged in & leaming process, sesking ways tomore
effectively address both the needs of prostituted womean and
ardd the izsues surrounding prostitution. We started by listening
to the voices of women and girls whose life expensnce included
prastitution. We also gained valuable insights from research and
the practitioners with expertise in izzues related to prostitution

We came face o face with the realibes of sireat prostiution. The
average age of entry into prostituton s 14 to 18. Nationally, 90
percent of women in prostitution are survivors of sexugl vialence
such as incest and sexual assaull - and fypically this winlence is
endured repeatedly  Sixty-six parcent suffer fraom post-fraumatic
stress disorder (PTS0). Eighty-four percent repon current or past
homelessness. From 35 o 98 percent have substance abuse
addictions

Realities such as these moved Us 10 ré-examing our own images
about prostitution and the idea of prostitution as a "wiclimless
crime " Following the lead of sunivors and authornities in the field,
wi 2topped stereolyping women a5 "prostifutes” and started
understanding prostitution as a system of explatation. This
rethinking of the issue, reflected in our use of the term
“prostituted” women and girls, has laid the foundation for our
work - gnd for the sense of hopefulness we have about the
possibilibes for addressing this 1ssue in a positive way

Prostilution Reframng Issuss, Making Conneclions is our effiort
to share our leaming with the Grand Rapids community. This
conference offers the opportunity to listen to the strong voices of
sunvivors of prostitution and recagnized leaders in the field,
rethink the issue, and consider the many ways we can respond
effeciively as a community, Caollectively, we hope 1o anvizion a
better Grand Rapids where we do not tolerate the exploitation of
athers and instead welcome prostituted women a&nd girls into our
community's circle of caring. We hope to see you on April 12!

Presenters

Norma Holaling is the founder and director of Standing
Against Global Exploitation (SAGE). Located in S5an Francisco
SAGE is a non-profit human rights organizaton that offers peer-
based and holistic services to wormen who are survivors of
sexual exploitation, subsiance abuse, domestic violance, and
ather forms of trauma and to girls who are at nsk of exploitation
Through the First Offender Prostitution Program {FOPP}, SAGE
also waorks with men convicted for seliciting for purposes of
prostituton. The SAGE programs have recaived the Peter

hutpe www . nokomisfoundation.org/prt.htm
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Drucker Award for Nonprofit Innovation, the Harvard University
Kennedy School of Govemnment's award for Innovationz in
Govermnment, and Oprah Winfrey's Angel Network Use Your Life
Award Ms Hotaling is a survivor of eight years of prostitution
and nearly 20 yaars of herain addiction.

Cliwvia Howsrm (s the coordinator of professional services at
Haymarket Center, a comprehensive detaxfication and
freatment facility that includes gender specific residential "rapad
stabilization” sarvicas for men and wamen in Chicago. She
sarves on the City of Chicago's HIV Planning Group and the
Governing Board of Chicago's Continuum of Care for the
Homeleszs. She is alzo a research consuttant for the Center for
Impact Research, and co-author of the CIR study, The
Prastitution of Women and Girls in Metropolitan Chicage: A
Prediminary Prevalence Repart (May 2001). She is a co-founder
and president of Excdus, a not-for-profit mentoring program far
wWiIen escaping prostitution. She is an lllinois Cerlified
Addiction Counselor (CADC) and Prevention Specialist and a
Matonal Certified Racovery Specialst (NCRS)

Clauding O Leary s the founder and youth weork coordinator
for the Young Women's Empaowerment Praject in Chicago. The
Young Women's Empowerment Project offers safe, respectful
and free of judgment spaces for girls and young women
impacted by the sex trade and street economias (o recogrize
and develop their goals, dreams, and desires. The organization's
harm reduction senices include g drop-in center, individual
suppon. groups, opportunities for girls 1o be involved in the
praject through paid learning/working expenences, and arts
projects. Ma O'Leary 15 a former research consuliant for the
Center for Impact Research and co-author of the CIR study The
Prostitution of Wamen and Gerks in Metropolitan Chicago: A
Pradiminary Pravatence Report (May 2001)

Vednita Caror is the founder and executve director of
Breaking Free, S5t PaulMinneapalis, MN, an Afro-cantnc agency
providing advocacy, education and direct senices to prostituted
wornen and girls and batterad women involved in the criminal
justice systerm, Ms. Carter has served as advocacy director of
Wamen Hurt in Syztems of Prostitution in Revolt (WVHISPER),
Minneapeolis; on the Womean of Calar Health Altarnabives
Meabwork, and has exlensive axpanance working with
incarcerated women and women in transition,

Fanelists

Hyro s @ Chicago police officer and Chair of the National
Elack Police Ofhcers Association. She has 20 years experience
i pnln:a 'umrk.

onita List, a member of the faculty of Grand Valley State
Unwerﬁli:.' & School of Sacial Work, is @ PRT member and a
private practitioner whoss practice, Diversity Counseling and
Therapy Canter, includes groups for men who have been
arrested for soliciting sexus! services

Fam Marmn s a PRT mamber and founder and director of
Fraadom Housa Miniztry, which provides transitional housing tar
wiarmen and their children

hitp:/ www nokomisfoundation org/pri.htm
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tolph Maz=an s a PRT member and lieutenant with the Grand
Fcaprd_s. Palice Department whose work includes extensive
EXpENence on prostulion iSsues,

Lows Smith Oweens, Director of Admissions for the Grand Valley
State University School of Social Work, teaches diversity and
liticuluralism. She is 8 former police officer

[ehei=na “lowaen, an MSW candidate at Grand Valley Stata
University, is a PRT member who is curenily researching
prostifution in Grand Rapids, she also works for the 615t District
Court's Domestic Assault Response Team (DART) and is &
Grancl Hapuds Paolice Departmeant interm,

Iy Sikkema is a PRT member and a probation officer with the
G1st Elstnl:r Court. her casaiad includes men and women
arrested on pmslltutran related charges,

=2 Wllm= iz a founding member of Exedus, a Chicago not-
far—prcrf-t rnErItDnng pragram for women escaping prostitution

Conference Registration Information

Registration Deadline: Monday, March 25, 2002

Enroiiment is imited and early registration is encouraged. Prority
will be given (o thaosa who register before the deadiing. Prnt out
the regisiration form below. complete the informabion and returmn
it wilh a chack payable o the Nokoms Foundation, 167 Oftawa
Ave NW Siite 205-C, Grand Rapids, MI 43503

Cosls

Ganeral, $30.00 Students: $15.00

Confarence fees include mafanals as wall as contingnial
hreakfast and hox (uach,

A hmited number of scholarships will be available for
representatives of local nonprofit organizations. Contact us for
mare infarmation, or if you have any guestions about registration.

Canceliations
For a full refund, canceliations are due by Friday, April & 2002

Contact us with questons about the structure or contant of the
conference

Registration Form

Prostitution:

Reframing Issues, Making Connections

Friday, April 12, 2002

B30 am. 0430 pm

Brint out this form and mal with pour confanence fee fo the
Nokomis Foundation, 767 Otawa Ave. NIW, Suite 305-C, Gramd
Rapids, M 48503, checke should ba made ol o e Mokomis Founsdato

Marma

hitp://www.nokomisfoundation.org/prt.htm
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Organization

Address

City/State/Zip

FPhaone Fax#

E reail

Fee Enclosed 230.00 General 515 00 Student

Meal Preference
Mo preference  Vegetarian_ Other

Concurrent Sessions

Capacity is imited for the afternoon Concurrent Sessions.

We will accommodate choices in the order in which registrations
are received Please indicate below your first, second. and third
chowes for 12:30 p.m.and 145 p.om. sessions.

12:30- 1:30 pm
Interviewing and Assessmant [Olivia Howard)
Warking with Adolescents {Claudine O'Leary)
Warking with Cusiomers (List, Sikkema)

1:45 - 2:45 pm
Pear-Based Programming (Morma Hotaling)
Cultural Relevancy (Vednita Carter)

Police & Sacial Workers Working Together (Byrd,
Mason, Owens, Plowden)

copyright 1258 The Nokomis Foundation. email us, phone: 616451 0267
fusiraion: Yolands Gonzaler  cooy; Poly Hewill  sie work. Juie Ridi

161 Oiawa WY, Sune 308-C, Grard Rapeds, M1 48500

http://www.nokomisfoundation.org/pri.him
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Click here for the latest
updates and
announcements from the
MNokormis Foundation,

Click here for our
technical assistance
section --

loo$e change --
tips, tricks, and tools to
make organizations
strong.

Founder's Message

When | was growing up, | had
no voice. Later, as a teacher of
yaung giris, | found mysalf
urging tham to speak up
express themselves, shout and
zing. Sometimes | was
successhul; 1oo often, | was
nat.

We can't live our dreams
unfil we can name them
Despite decades of progress,
toa many women are still silent
- yictims of oppression,
dizcriminafion and their cwn
fears

For me, Mokomis s about
creating & world where wamen
can-sing. In kelping them
discover thair voicas, | am

finding miy own.
~Twiink Frey., Foondar

Taking Flight: Grants

for Girls

Duririg 2001 the Nokomis
Foundation introduced a new
grantmaking initiatve —
Taking Flight: Grants for Girs
By creating & separate

New Voices Initialive:
The Prostitution

Round Table

In 2000 the Makomis
Foundation launched & new
venture, the Mew Voices
Initiative, in an effort o gain a
befter understanding af
wamen and gifs who are
marginalized in our
community. The first project
af the New Vaces [nitfative i
Tha Prastitutton Round Table
Click hers for maore
infarmation abaut tha
Prostitution Bound Table and
aur scon-to-be-relegsed
repart, We Can Do Belter:
Heiping Proshiuted Women
and Gins in Grang Rapids
Make Healthy Choices

Unigue Approach Helps
Small Foundation Make
a Big Difference

The Mokomis Foundation
white paper, Limigue

Approach Helps Small
Foundation Make a Big
Difference, details our early

http:/'www nokomisfoundation.org/'whowhy. him

Our Vision

The Nokomis Foundation strives
to make B difference in the lives of
women and girts primarily by
advecating for woman-friendly
polickes, celebrating women's
accomplishments, instilling
economic seff-sufficiency
promaoting healthy choices, and
seaking out new opportunities that
advance our mission, We arg
proud to play a rale in the
warldende effort to halp woman
and girls achieve their personal
goals and live their dreams

Our Mission

The rmisgson of tha Mokomis
Foundation s to create a stonges
voice for womean and girls.

W carry out this mission by
providing:

& Advocacy for the needs of
women and girls

# Funding, expertise and
resources for grganizations
serving womean and girls

= Dpporunities o convenea
around gender-based
issUes

Board of Directors

Twink Frey, Founder and Chair
Jim Bckay

Mary Alice Williams

Pat Oldt

Fym Mulbem

Grant Committes

Mary Alice Williams, Chair
Delvania Beason

Julie Guevara

Pati Gardner

Kevin O'Meill
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Who & Why

grantmaking program far girls,
WE can ensure ongaing,
concentrated support for girls
in gur community. This
initiative will also stranagthen
aur Taking Flight partner
organizations as they meaat
logether for networking and
technical assistance sessions
The structure of the Taking
Flight program alza supporis
YORING woman interasted in
philanthrapy—with interns
coardinating the Taking Flight
grantmaking procass

Click, here for information on
the 2002 Taking Flight: Granis
for Girls grant cycle

expariences with lang-term
capacity building granis.
Click here for a copy of tha

report published by the
Mokeris Foundation

Voices

The Mokoms Foundation
publishes an informational
newsletter, Voices, threa
times each year Every issue
includes our technical
aszistance publicabion,
loose change

Click here if you would like (o
be added fo the Mokormis
Foundation mailing list

Page 2 of 2

Kay Grnthth Hammond
L' Tanya Haith Ojo
Suzan Shannon

Katie Bode-Lang

Affiliations

Waomen's Funding Network
Assoclation of Small Foundations
Council of Michigan Foundations
Council an Foundations
Grantmakers for Effective
Drganizations (GED)

Mational Metwork of Grantmakers

Independent Sactar

copyrighd 19898 The Mokomis Founidahan, email us, phong: 816.451.0267

Mistralinn: Yolanda Gonzalez

copy: Poly Hewilt

site work! Julie Ridl
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Voices

lssue Twenty — January 2002

Even if we dismiss the claim that
women's rights are central to human Inigide Stary
rights, there are centuries of

evidence that physical, political and

Foint o Fonder

economic violence against women is Recent Grants
a harbinger of other forms of Gander Matters
Uiﬂiencei Unoerstanding

Saptenmber 11
Amy Calgzza, PhD
Why Gender Matfers in Understanding September 11 Taking Elight
Women, Militarism, and Violence il SR

Grants for Ginls

Froyect Update
Frastitution Round Takble

(] W Knows
In the Spotlight
Save the Data

Heach s

copyright 1961 Thi Mokomis Foundalipn, e-mail us, phora: GHE 481 0267
dlustrafon: Yolanda Gonzalez  copy Polly Howll sete warks Julie Rid
151 Oetlawa WMWY, Sute 205-C, Grand Rapids, W 45503

Inside Story
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Yolces

Women's philanthropy at work in New York

after Septernber 11, all of us here at the Nokomis Foundation tried to think of an appropriate way
to respond to the tragedies in New York and Washington DC. Sharing the sentiment of so many
others. we wanted fo do something fo help, But what? Although we typically don't provide funds for
prajects and programs oulside the Grand Rapids area, we wanted to suppor the women and girls
of Mew Yaork City in a manner consistent with our mession,

We learmed that one of our sister funds, the Naw Yark Wamen's Foundation—Ilocated just a few
miles from the World Trade Center buildings, had created the Women's Disasier Relief Fund to
suppart women-sanving crganizations affected by the tragedy. The Nokomis Foundation provided a
$10.000 grant to this new fund This special fund saamed to be an exceilent vehicla for our

support.

The economic impact of the terror attacks on women and women-serving arganizations in New
York is almost unfathomable Thousands of displaced, unskilled, low-income employesas are
without work = most of them are uninsured and many of them are women. Thousands of women
have lost family membears who were primary breadwinners. Small, community-based nonprafit
ofganizations saning woman and girls are stretched to their limits as they provide services during
the crizis.

By establishing the Disaster Relief Fund, the New York Wamen's Fund has spoken out on behalf
of low-income wamen and girls affected by the devastating tragedy in New York City. We salute
the Mew York Women's Fund in their efforts to provide suppor for the organizations assisting
women affecied by the Sepiember 11 attacks

Kym Mulhern, Executive Director

Point ta Pander

The LN Human Rights Commission reports that twa thirds of all peopie who have been turned Into
refugees in recent years have baen women and their dependent children.

Recent Grants
The Mokomis Foundaton has recenily awarded the following grants:

Advocacy

Afghan Women's Mission, Pasadana, California, 52 000 in support of the Revolutionary
Association of the Women of Afghanistan (RAWA)}

hitp://www. nokomisfoundation.org/voices.him
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Communities for Equity, Grand Rapids, Michigan, $20,000 to develop messages promoting sports
equity for girls in Michigan

Capacity Building

Freedom House Ministries, Grand Rapids, Michigan, $4.000 for technology support

West Michigan Academy of Music for Girls, Grand Rapids, Michigan, 545,000 over two years in
support of fund development staff and training

Celebrating Women

Grand Rapids Women's Chorus, Grand Rapids, Michigan, $2,000 for the production of a concert
and reception honoring breast cancer survivors

GVSU Women's Center, Grand Rapids, Michigan, 32,500 in support of The Vagina Monologues

Women's Studies Council of West Michigan, Grand Rapids, Michigan, $120,000 over three years
to underwrite the Nokomis Lecture Series

Economic Self-Sufficiency

Hispanic Center of Western Michigan, Grand Rapids, Michigan, $16,155 for Mujeres Unidas Sin
Fronferas (Women United Without Borders)

Legal Services of Southern Michigan, Ann Arbor, Michigan, 55,000 for the Farmworker Legal
Services program

Mew York Women's Foundation, Mew York, New York, $10,000 for the Women's Disaster Relief
Fund supporting women-serving organizations displaced by the events of September 11

Women's Resource Center, Grand Rapids, Michigan, $45,500 over two years for the Workplace
Initiative program

Girls

Grand Rapids Girls’ School, Grand Rapids, Michigan, $5,000 for student population expansion
efforts

Henry Paideia Academy, Grand Rapids, Michigan, $2 500 for girls’ programming at Henry School
Hispanic Center of Western Michigan, Grand Rapids, Michigan, $2,000 for the high school girls’
dance project

Society of Manufacturing Engineers Education Foundation (SME), Dearborn, Michigan, $60,000
over three years for expansion of the STEPS program in West Michigan (Science, Technology &
Engineering Preview Summer Camp for Girls)

http://'www.nokomisfoundation.org/voices. htm
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Health

Center for Women in Transition, Holland, Michigan, $60,000 over three years for the Lakeshore
SANE (Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner) program

Grand Rapids REACH, Inc., Grand Rapids, Michigan, $4,500 for a community awareness
HIV/AIDS program

Michigan AIDS Fund, Southfield, Michigan, $2,000 for a statewide, pooled funding resource

Weed & Seed, Grand Rapids, Michigan, 34 000 for the Westside Women in Transition program

Planned Parenthood Centers of West Michigan, Grand Rapids, Michigan, $133,000 over three
years for an initiative designed to build grassroots community support and increase the agency's

visibility grant

Gender Matters: Understanding September 11

In the days immediately following September 11 the American public was exposed to many
unfamiliar words and phrases. Taliban. Burga. Gender apartheid. Jihad. These words, however,
were not new to feminists and feminist organizations. Thanks to the Feminist Majority Foundation
and their campaign to fight gender apartheid in Afghanistan (launched in 1987 — immediately
following the Taliban's rise to power), feminists knew that women had been banished from the
Afghanistan work force. We knew that schools and universities in Afghanistan were closed to
women and girls. We knew that women in Afghanistan were prohibited from leaving their homes
unless accompanied by close male relatives. VWe knew women were being publicly executed for
breaking Taliban law, We knew about the burga.

We were outraged at the treatment of our sisters in Afghanistan — and we were disturbed because
we understood the greater implications of society's acceptance of violence against women. But we
weren't prepared for what happened on September 11,

Shouldn't we, as a nation, have had a clue based on the treatment of women in Afghanistan?
Shouldn’'t we have known that a society with no regard for women's human rights — a society
where violence against women was accepted and encouraged — would be a society capable of
other unthinkable acts of violenca? Did our collective neglect of the treatment of women in
Afghanistan contribute to the events of September 117

In a recent article published by the Institute for Women's Policy Research, Amy Caiazza tells us
"Societies that condone and even promote viclence against women have shown over and over
again that they tend to be violent in other ways as well.” Studies show the inextricable link between
viclence against women and other types of viclence — demonstrating that men who beat, rape, and
kill women are more inclined to use violence as a means of achieving other goals. In Afghanistan,

http://www.nokomisfoundation.org/voices.htm 3/15/2002
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whene woman were subject to daily terronsm, violence was an official and acceptable strategy for
atizining politcal. social, and economic power

It seems that we, as a nation, need to pay closer attention to women’s human rights around the
globe, Haw can we counteract terrorism and encourage more paaceful and democratic politcal
systems if we are nat working for wamen's human rights? If violence ageinst women is accepted
and ignored, can a saciety experience peace? | woman conlinue to be terrorized In their awn
countries, if they are poweress gnd voiceless, can we really address the root causes of terrorism?
Amy Caiarra suggests the United Stales should “look at bath tha victims and perpetrators of
viddence and temmonsm. We should pay particularly close attention to the work of those who are
effective opponents of vialence against women. By doing 50, we are more likely to addrass the root
causes of terranism and violanca at hamie and in the wider warld.”

It 15 time for the United States to adopt an international policy that explicitly opposes violenca
agamst women and the regimes thal condane it While violence against women exists (directly or
imdirectly ) in virftually avery country, we should not consider it “incidental to other forms of

When countries are marked by political violence, violance against women is usually rampant. By
opening our ayas la vislenae against woman around the globe perhaps we will be able to avoid
another Seplember-11,

Camazza, Amy. Why Gender Matlers in Understanding Saplember 11, Women, Militansm, and
Victehoa, Inshifule for Women's Policy Research, publication # 1308 November 2001

Chick here to download a copy of this article

Taking Flight: Grants for Girls

During 2001 the Nokomis Foundation introduced @ new grantmaking Initative — Taking Flight
Grants for Girls. By creating a separate grantmaking program for girts, we can ensure angoing,
concentrated suppart far girls in our community. This initiative will also strengthen our Taking Flight
partner arganizations as they meet together for networking and technical assistance sessions. The
structure of the Taking Flight program also supports young women interested in philanthrapy—with
interns coordinating the Taking Flight grantmaking process. In 2001, Kalie Bode-Lang, our intern
from Hope College, managed the Taking Flight program with the assistance of Anna Floch, our
high school intern from Holland High School

We awarded the following Taking Flight grants in 2001
Center for Women in Transiion, Holland, 525,000 for the Girls on the Run program

Family Planning & Women's Health of Allegan County, Allegan, 36,500 for tha Horizon Club
program

Famly Talk, Grand Rapids. 310,000 for the Girl Talk program

Girl Scouts of Michigan Trails, Grand Rapids, $17.500 for the PAVE Initiative (Project Anti-
Education)

Godfrey-Lee Alternative Education, Wyoming, 55,500 for the New Directions program far girts

Planned Parenthood Centers of West Michigan. Grand Rapids, 57,780 for the Safe Girls project

http://www nokomisfoundation.org/voices.htm 31572002
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Restorers, Inc., Grand Rapids, $12 000 for Young Women United

United Methodist Community House, Grand Rapids, $20,500 for the ISEE program (Individual
Support, Encouragement, & Empowerment)

Click here for details about the 2002 Taking Fiight Grants for Girls.

Project Update: Prostitution Round Table

The New Voices Initiative
The Prostitution Round Table: A Community Learning Venture
By Dotti Clune and Jeannie Hosey

Two years ago we launched a new venture, the New Voices Initiative. New Voices is an effort to
gain a better understanding of women and girls who are marginalized in our community — whose
voices are usually unsolicited, unheard or ignored. The first project of the New Voices Iniiative is
the Prostitution Round Table, which aims to help women and girls involved in street prostitution in
Grand Rapids make positive choices for their lives.

Prostituted women and girls are a nearly invisible population in our community. We hear about
them primarily through news coverage — when a prostituted woman is murdered, for example, or
when police stings are carned out in response to neighborhood concerns. We have few
opportunities to see prostituted women as mothers, daughters, partners, friends — real people
whose life circumstances have created vulnerability to exploitation. And we have few venues for
examining whether and how our community could more effectively support their health and weli-
being

Our work on this project has focused on facilitating a leaming process designed to enable
community organizations to more effectively address both the needs of prostituted women and
and the izsues surrounding prostitution. This process has involved a broad spectrum of community
members in a collective learning process, with participants providing infarmation and expertise,
offering feedback, engaging in consensus-building, and instigating community change

Although the Prostitution Round Table is a work in process, the project has exceeded our
expectations in several ways. We are heartened by the recognition that prostitution is a significant
issue in our community, as evidenced by the fact that more than 35 community organizations are
involved in the project. We have also been gratified by the level of commitment participating
members have made to the issus.

In addition to attending monthly meetings, PRT participants have read volumes of background
materials, shared their insights and learming with others, and initiated the idea of going beyond the
original commitment to a nine-month project. The most exciting impacts of the project are the
changes in perspectives reported by PRT members, their willingness to apply this learning in their
work, and the organizationalfpregrammatic changes that are taking place throughout the
community as a result

In the months ahead, the Prostitution Round Table is taking two big steps to cascade the learning
to the Grand Rapids community at large

» Publication of We Can Do Better: Helping Prostituted Women and Girls in Grand Rapids
Make Healthy Choices. This 80+ page report aims to reframe the issue of prostitution in our
community as a foundation for effectively helping prostituted women and girls make healthy

http://www.nokomisfoundation.org/voices.htm
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choices, Click here for more information

« Sponsorship of the Prosfitution: Reframing Issves, Making Conneclions conference on April
12, 2002 at Grand Valley State University's DeVos Center. This day-long conférence, open
to the entire community, will include presentstions by survivars of prostitution and picnaars
in helping prostituted wamen and girls make healthy chaices. Click here for mone
imformation

Did you Know?

s |Bafare the Taliban seized control of Afghanistan in 1996, aver half of the sfudents and 60%
of the teachers at Kabul Universily were women, and 70% of schooiteachers, 50% of civilian
government workers, and 40% of health care workers in Kabul ware womean. {Feminsst
Majority Foundation)

« The litaracy rata in Afghanistan is 33% for men, and 13% for women. (UN Population Fund)

s Afghaniztan i the second most heavily land mined nation in the world (Cambaodia is first),
with 10 million mines still in the ground. Women and children are the chigf victims of land
mines in Afghanistan. (CARE)

s The life expectancy = 44 years for Afghan women. 43 years for men. (UN Population Fund)

« Afghan infant mortality is 152 per 1,000 live births, A stunning ene-quarter of all Afghan
children die bafore they are five yeara okd. (N Population Fund)

& Abaut T0% of Afghanistan's people are undernounshed, and only 13% have access o
treated, safe water [United Mations)

» Before September 11, relief agencies were feading an estimated 3.8 million peopla. Now,
one in four Afghans 1s at nsk of starvation. (Oxfam |ntarnational)

In the Spotlight

We welcome the fallowing members of the Nokomis Foundation Grant Committes:

Katie Bode-Lang. Delvenia Daniels Beason, Patricia Gardner, Kay Griffith Hammaond, Julse
Guevara, L' Tanya Haith Oja, Kevin O'Neill, Susan Shannon, and Mary Alice Williams, chair

Save the Date

Friday. Apnil 12

B:30 am—4:30 pm

Prostitution: Reframing Issues, Making Connections Conference

co-sponsored by the Nokomis Foundation and the GYSL School of Social Work
Click hera for more infarmatian
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Monday, April 1

Time and location TBA

Lani Guinter

Part of the Nokamis Lecture Sernes of the Womens' Studies Council

Reach Us

Meed lo contact us?

kKym Mulhem, Prezsdent/CED

DeDe Esgue, Program Qifficar

eapine Rothwall, Administrative Assistant

Dot Clune and Jeanne Hosey, Consultants - Prostitution Round Tabile

The Nokoms Foundalion

161 Ottawa NW, Suite 305-C
Grand Rapids, Michigan 49503
phone 616-451-0267

fax 616-451-2914

Dk 10 D
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