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Ihe iaformat,ion cont,ained in this booklet, comes from manydifferent sources both here in the city of Grand Rapids anaia other locations. I have t,ried t,o provide accuraLe and
easy t,o remember details EhaE, would allow ;uxyoue seeking
basic inforuracion for ideatifing those who participate in
gang activity. Several individuals have also coat,ribuEed.
infornat,iou, some of thern were curreut, gang members of Ehe
two mosE widely known groups here in Grand Rapids, the Vice
Lords and the GaD,gst,er Disciples. The purpose f or doiug this
nas noe t,o E,ry aad provide you with eveqy detail a.bouE gang
acitivity, but, merely help you be more alrare of how they may
look, whaE, they nay wear, what, Ehey ulay say, what, hand sj-gm.s
they may use and what, slmbols they may draw.

Please, do noE think that, this is all th.e iaformaE,ion
arrailable or that, the gangs listed are the onry ones in thiscity. Tlrere are other groups thaE finding someoae to t,alk
about trhen is not, easy. ilusE be advised EhaE gang acEivity
crosses all bouadaries. Race, creed, naEional origin, or
economic condit,ion limj.Es gang acEivity. Tlre more you know

- about iE, the bet,E,er-prepared'yolr o€r,r€ Eo deal with Lhe''probleur. You will fiud Lfrat most lrouEh garxg members are
proud of Eheir association with a part,icular group, and will
probably not, be int,eresEed in st,opping.

A1so, don'E be suryrise by the number of females you will
find in these groups. In most cases Ehe female members
are usually just as dangerous as Ebeir urale counteL?art,.
They aLso, have Ehe same ideutifiers as the male members.

From time t,o tirne, some gangs have been known to change theirbabits iu order tso keep Eheir rituaLs a secret,. However,
-they do not st,ray t,o far f rom their original codes. Always,
keep in mind that, Ehis is onry a fract,ion of the infomacion
arrailable on.tlris subjecE, ana trrac alr youth who dispray anyof the identifiers uray.not be a gang member.
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RO TOLERANCE" in schools
NOTE: 'Zero iolerance" means:

/ No colors witl be worn in school.
/ No hats. bandannas, pants rolled up, etc.. are accepted
/ No hand signs vrill be tolerated.
/ No graifiti.
/ lmmediate discipline for any of the above infractions.

/ lmmediately infrorming gang nembers hat he scfrool and schoolgrounds are neutral and that no
gang relatsd behavior or mannerisns will be tolerated./ Making no exceptions to any of the abore./ Presenting every parent with a letter fiat here is a Zero Tolerance policy and rvith that letter
ways to identify if heir child is a gang rnsmber, and a description oit" g-gr in fre area, f,reir
kncwn hitiations and ac'rivities frat are ofien vicrent/ V/orking ctosely vrih law enforcenent and legislafures, if necessary, to be informed by police cf
students who are gang mernbers, so hat gang merr,bers become a*nare that the school knorvs
who hey are and wfrat gangs hey Elong h.

Police, courts, parents, schools, busrnesq cammunity andneighborhood leaders can minimize gang activity, crime, beatings,drug traffic and kitting if they work together and work quickly.



Black Gaugster disciples

Colors:' Enblea:
AfiIiatioa:

Bloods - Califoraia Gaug

Colors:
Eublea:
Afliation:

crbt

&Iors:
Eoblem:
AfrIiatioo:

.Deuces

LIST Or STRXET GANGS

!.h"&*aglu.
f;ff *r* and sirporateo 

star

Ih"k*a Cr*
ilff'*" cards arr showiag de,ces

9lo *agr""t

iJi,y't* croqawith &eretten t,aad rK,

,ffif 'm:l,"TltaadEveporatedstar
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Red

People

BIue

Folks

I

i
:i

jl

:l

ii

lr

;

I
I

I
I

I
ICoIors:

Emblea:
AfrIiatioa:

Latiu Kings

Colon:
Emblem:

.Afiliatioa:

Vicelords

Colors:
Eurbhan:
AfrIiation:
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PEOPLE

CONSERVATIVE VICE LORDS

INSAIIE VTCE LORDS

VICE LORDS
CHERRY
rONTA BOYS
ALEXA}IDER
IAFAYETTE & HA[.L & PROSPECT
EASTERN & ERANKLIN
cAss

BLOODS

I,ATIN KINGS

LEFT

RED, BI,ACK, GOLD
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The foll0wing is a list of, itens to assist you in therecogrnition of street gang menbers.
PT.EAI'E REI{EUBER: rf a person_ has one of t}rese identifiers,it does not alw.y= ,"ir-{.a.rre/srre"r=-. gang nember. The** *u.:il:::, T*g*:!.:'-!il&'io= iaaitionai- itens,

1. EjA8Ar!TGS 3

RrGEr EAR - Gangster Discipres and gangs affiliated
r.EFr raR - ,$y"ti=?]llil*=i,s=, and sanesaffiliated with tfre xini.. -- =--=

2. EI'TS (Genera1ly) :

tilted to the RIGEI ___Gangster Disciples.Tilted to the LEa! - viaa-i"ii", Latin Kings.
3. GLOVES (One):

RfCEE EAIID _ Ganqster Disciples.
LEFa. EaND _ vice Loras, -iltil;ings.
(caution shourd be uenti"n"a- aqiri-i"garding this asir is poputar wiirr ;;;il:;;":;", run[ nockErs, RapGroups, etc.)

4. RrcEr/rrEFT BULE:

' 'The same right and left Trr1" appries to other thingsIike: belt-buck'es, -tanaann""-ii"qing 
from a

:::T.., tied around a rd; ffigii;=r"5, . u"it roop,
BrcEr represents Forks> <tEF! represents people.

SfeRS s

six (6) pointed:
Disciples) .
Five (5) pointed:

GAIVG INDENTIETERS

THINGS TO REMEJI/TBER

Latin Kings.
Gangster Disciples.

FoLks affiliation icangster
People affiliation (Vice Lords).

5

5 . CROTYI$S s

Pointed
Rounded
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7 RAABTI TE[D:

:rrlight EarsEenc Ears

cYU aEOES: ";nli:: "'i5li;.*l.n 
Kinss.

8.

9.

EH;fft'"Tlt;Xj": i;,"*Hnil"uany i,ays. ?he
A. the color
_ races]--' of the shoe vs. the color of the. B. Trro (2) se,

;. # i#t*i:..f*' 
in the shoes represenrins

jff*t*r*}xffi
ff:ff;i#=*:tr*iii#"i#Ttsd:$;ii,,':

BRECEEEIS3

Xs$;*$it*l**ffirT:
Burrolg:

10.

11.

l{ith the
e&bl.ens,

L2. FTIGERIArL8!
i*::: :iff:":: l;ll"ffi;"?il$ :"."il.,.

#3'.i$,-$l:5:;'T:i i:::I,tg"i"t jii .*I:H:
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13 SEEAASEIRTS:

14 . COttBS:

G?rrg ueubers have been wearing hooded sweatshirtswith jackets over them. The f,ood is-usuarly hangingout over the colrar of the jaciei.--rt"lrriirg--g;'---'
remeuber is the.col0r of thE hood ,=.--trr" col0r ofttre jacket. This represents the gangrJ colors.

-tt: gelg uepher has a comh ,stuckfr in his beard orlr3i" (front or back side) . rt wirr be--rstucktr onthe side the galg-nernher represents toward,s left orright- This originalry started in ttre iaiilp"i=""-sy-steu, but has been sLen on the Jti""ti and inschools.

II'
i





IDENTIEIERS
GYMSHOES

2-5 NATION:

\I"ICE LORDS:

I,ATIN KINGS:

DISCIPI,ES:

DISCIPLES:

2-2 NATTON:

DISCIPLES:

Converse, white laces webbed, Iaced up only 6

holes.

Converse, five pointed star clearly displayed
by coloring the star black or gold.

converse, the f,ive pointed star is colored in
at tbe U6tton of the star to nake a three
pointed crowrt.

Adadis, with the Adadis tag on th,e right shoe '

3/K's stand,s for Blood Killers (Vice Lords)

B1ack Converse

some gangs wiII mark the inside of the tong:ue
of the shoe with their gang affiliation (2-6,
2-2, V.L. , etc. ) .

Tbe Peop1e Nation will lace their shoes up
only five ho1es.

The FoIk Nation will lace their shoes up six
troles.

IDENTIEIERS

Troop Coats
F1ight Coats
grown Leather Bornber Jackets
Raj.ders Warn-UP Coats
N. Y. Yankees (Jersey)
Denver Broncos
guUs Warm-Up Jackets (Bu1ls Emblem)

Unknown
Task Force
Force (Green)
Bulls *arrn-U! Jackets (BuIIs spelled'
out)
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AI{ INTRODUCTION TO. ,GANGSTER" 
RAP I!ruSIC

ITS CORRELATTON TO ffi GANG EIWIROI{]I{ENT

;.h',:if #fl:?H"?"ff i:i::r*J";H"l*:r-gurgviorencehas,inmanyrespec..,
specific np, tikejazz, i]s i musicat;;;;h":H;: * a bonafide an rorm. To be'more
black america, .lp*iiii,r,. inn., .iry-gi,.,,o'-* 

wrrElrl ls deePly roocd in the experience cf

[r:ffiffi:eijrl?ii#'. :r-has served as their athem. 
.rt is a musicar ant]rorogy or rheir

il6ffi ,$:,,r':lm;:#:letflis,t"I#fr r;r#ffi#rhyrhmic chans have n.iry,-rtin ".t" ;;;ilui-ear c.rass tosr Ld o*ao-n"a uy ,r.,"marnsream. For many of this generado" rai *.ro ia caalyst r* .no:rii-g-i]jr .n_g..
The recent rise of rap, is p

*:m:;t#;##[H*:.ili,H]:,rH1il."ff#r,",J?*ril:H,?Jj
gurgs, thi n"e.ru,y "i'[o;ll I'ifi']3[,'ffin*'* uv o. iaii,i .-,i,. or stret

To define np music as controversial wourd be an und€rsta.mcnl It ignircs posir,ive andnegative passions in millions of is rii"".i. 'tfr#*""i 
-o suppon of dre ,.p _.di* tund.to falr on or:c side of the soccrrum 

-or 
trrc ooer.--'iiiio,r,* adored or revired, boycoced or;:g:i*;fibfff;Ltfft':3 so,n" orii.ia*. in t"'*'-ro,..,n*r circres, .nu,ii'.,oorv ,i,"

illil#?"il1 ffi ff#, ffi ,,I ffiil'#:'fi;# ffi'ffl; *H ti::,*#;
It is unfair to the vast ma11iv of rap-artists and thcir.fans-o define the medium in srictneganve rcrms' Dependint r.":J p.rt:rr.r-#ii" and f;ranrc of rcference, an abundanceor posurve hemes exiss in most rap music. u;fo;;;;;fr:.,:,i.:,.,::f:13.rapmusic *rricrr ing;;s ierron ir,. rtni 

"ilil" i]#11,I:-ueh' 
it is the negadve image of

in terms or urc segienr bro*, ., ;d;;;:'rli'"'o"9" ltslc'tcr' That image is best defined

'Gangster' rap music rvas born out of the cmotional pain, death, and destnrction of rhe blackexperience in America's inner ciry cr,.u"t. 
"i;l-i#onr. 

-a rhyrhmic ryrical cadence arereflective of a distinct suucutrurerfttfi-il:i;"irffitial 
varucs" rn"t'i,u"rru"_sangs_-and' in pardcurar, rhe world of the brack t *u"i, ,.rJi* around a varicry of acrivities_mos!

ffi ,3fi',p}flff-[Wl,u$**ii+X'rr"h**.'r,."
even willing panicipurr in THE L-IFi, ,,r.r'-.'r,'rl'on. fo* or ano&er, irnpacted by it.
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