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95% of youth arrests are for nonviolent
offe nses

Juvenile records create barriers to future
opportu n ities

\ Myth that juvenile records are
confidential and automatically
expunged
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ldhy ?econds aexls
Community protection

Track crim ina I behavior patterns

Provide for appropriate levels of supervision
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tJhy records need
confidentialit

4p'.t

Utility diminishes over time
lncorrect information in records

Col latera I Consequences

Fails to appreciate adolescence is transient
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Limited
Accessibility
. Sealing
t Setting aside

No
Accessibility
. Expungement
. Destruction
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Juvenile records need better protection. A study of each state's poticies on keeping
juvenile records and al[owing for those records to be shows that
the nation limits opportunities foryouth by faitingto protect them from the harmful
effects of their juvenile records.

FAITED POIICIES,
FORFEITED FUTURES

www.i I c. o rgl iuve n i I e reco rd s

A Nationwide Scorecard on Juvenile Records
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r Co nf id e ntia I ity of reco rd s

prior to sealing and/or
expu ngement el igi bi I ity,

a nd;

FAILED POLICIES,
rORTElTED FUTURES
A llrlimmfr Scorecard
m Jurerte kcrds

r The ava ila bility a nd
process for obtaining
Sealing and/or
Expu ngement.
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The Results

0 states;t****
1,6% of states ****

55% of states ***
25% of the states **
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JUVENILE RECORDS: National
Review of State Laws on
Confidentiality, Sea ling and
Expungement (2014)

State Fact Sheets describing
records laws in every state and the
District of Colu m bia (201,41
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JUVENILE RECORDS
A ilationat Review of
State Laws on Confidentiality,
Sealing and Erpungement

State survey of
co nf id e ntia I ity, sea I i ng,

expungement Iaws
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Recommendations for
policy reform.
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Access to Juvenile
Record lnformation

Sanctions for sharing
confidential information

Confidentiality of
Juvenile Record

lnformation

Expungement eligibility
and process

Effect of Sealing and
Expungement

Sanctions for sharing
expunged record

information

Fee for sealing and
expungement

Core P r nc ip Ies

Notification of Sealing
and Expungement rights
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Confidentiality of
Juvenile Record

lnformation

o I

List documents in records

Confidentia I ity protections for j uven i !e cou rt
AND law enforcement records

ISeparate adult a d juvenilef CS



Juvarlle cqrn
,a(oa6r (oa:ato
a torrrr't tcLl.
9Jy(holo9c.l.
aou(.uo,|.l .ltd
taflllty
lnbinaton. tha
a6qf.'ol
--trsnanBoa
.lrll{atlo.t,
and othar
ot an a..aLtad
htarna$on ro
65lr! tlx corn!
h PL.unltlor
t ra chlS'3
3lr9a,Ytiroal,
uca'.ma,tt, aD6
aall.balrtaton
rrroar
adlllAcia:lo,lr
$arr irat
r6rl(t
r.rbut!, d
(oun rlcort3 to
br
6a!r(aa,!an: oa
(o0.r Fto.rrct
ody$(t do mt
,Et da
araa*o.rl lo
th6r tal.ral
nl6oa
Confr6aoJa&trl
,aaa,.rd ur

tf*n t<o.!.

toolt 03 of 13
?TSl
toot lr I of r3
,TS)
,?!6(roor t3
rr5l
,litl ro of r3
,13'
Trril !o or r3
rTsl
7nc(toor r3
,tsl
Trtt( ro of rt
'Isl,Ill(roor ll
,TSI
?rt( roor rt
tTs,
6lt (a of rr
tTs,
tar (a o. r,
7n')
t:!r(a d rt
7rsl
clll (a o, !r
,ISI
olbla o. l!
7rs)6I a O. rt
rrsl
!ant(7 or l,
rrs)
!at{, or 13
,tsl
4.t616 O. rr
7r3l
aai 16 oa r!

taort!r-t,rI. ?lt

ll.adafl to lon Cld rq.rr ro nrgh[8n

PTS
I

I

-
-
-
-
-
-

E

-
-
-
-
-
-

r

7Il'
tlttta or l!
Trsl
ltil4 or t3

'nllt5!6 (2 0. lt
rISl
t5ti (2 0f l !
rnll
t5t6(2 g l!
7n3)
t5!6 (2 0r l,
/rsl
Itt612 of rr
zTS'
utli(2 oa r!
rrsl

I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I

lra (orrt .a(ordt
(onfldari)al?

,t E(o.dr

'tr.d..vlL6L
'.o lha olrbl,d

lrc drart
tan<t qr fo,
rrlar.rry
ltta.rat
co.ridrSal

Trrclroof
t 3 ,r3)
Trtrltoof
r3 z's)
??!t(loot
l3 7rs)
7t9t(root
r 3 Tfsl
,?q$lloor
t 3 7rs,
61lt (l ot
r I Trsl
62rtl (t of
! 3 TtSl
6ri(t of
tl rsl
62!t la of
l3 Trsl
6:lllr (r o.
l I TTSI
6allt ot
r t 2rs)
.6tt 16 0;
l3 ,rs,
.6$16 0a
I t ,rt,
llril. o.
l3 7rs)
lNb (a o.
I I 7r5l
3l$1. or
t 3 ,?sl
tl!61. o,
t 3 ?rsl
11161,. o.

-
-
-
I

--
-
-
I
I

-

ll.ri n&.,
AvaaaDta to
ka6: amo{a:
of pao9L aad
Lat llrlo{a:
olar(eptons
to
aooldanlirt:y

-I
I
I
I
I

t3 rs

r3 r?s)
lt. 2 0, I
rJ r5)
t5rrr (2 0, I
l3 r5)
:5h(2 0, I
| 3 

'-S)r5h(2 0' I
r3 "s)i5qn (2 O, I
t3 rs)
lsr,b (? o. I
r3 rs)
i5q{2 0r I
II "Si:,5q! (2 o, I
r 3 ,-5)

Itrbd
.Era,

216l'.6
or r3 rrs

Ara,a(o.d'
lllada avatLble

lrth
lro.tlrr
rtcoadt
ord. I?

Hor tao.lnl

La*
cnbllaitn:
ta<oaali
ly9l(.lly
cmora
trt5.rrallon
riPdnt
aa,t.lt. Yl(inr
..ld w lc33
sa!ar!!trtl
Phc(otr.9rr!
t,t!rp.!r!s a.n
Oar tafiDL!
$al.ral
atti,1at
tlrtLullly of
L*
a,rt((arrl.it:
,CCOdt !O br
antr(arnafl oa
colrn raatorr|.l
odya,n do.lot
9,Ovld.
a!(af[bn5 to
thGr trlrfal
nltt oa

coofloairl.l:y
at(.tra.(, ttr
hSian tao,t.

s[&
t*r, Yott

Froda lrfyrd

C.lltornO

Ltrna

i..n rfa
ddo

so{tt o*ot

Wr( r[
laty''n
taaq Lad(o

ronn Ctgt!^a

forot Ca,o[,E

TatiE

xtlnxlry

Ptllrqlvxra

,Lbllra
tldrl.lto,r

!Ltaa<lxrratB

l.laoort

wtl,l Yirtnra

Alalr
ldarasas

cot($o

Coim{:{rr't

O$n(r olColl,.nb[

rrf6.

fat cqtt,!@adt
drlt lrd.n

xor* t{6tnB

rrfo.caftarlt
nlcOTdS

co.tdglaal?

sute
It?b.arL

ohro

Rhod€ tsland

l$/ornrnt

I.'trftd
|'ar Haxl(o

taar YorI

Nofli C..oli,!a

tSrtjl O*ot

ttrat

ALDI'ra

Crltornl!

Latta(hsla:ts

Xlrrprrrru

Sootr Oalor.

Ita3t v|rl,nl.

A,lr.f6ar

colorlaro

Corlm(:tul

o[rftt of
Cairxra.a

no.ldt

)aarll

Itltnoll

hduna

fnaEat



I

No public access to
juvenile record
information

Lim ited access:

lnd ivid ua ls con nected to
ca se

Schools

Govern ment agencies

Resea rch

rt order exceptionoC

]-t Access to J uven ile
Record lnformation
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Juvenile records fully protected
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Juvenile records completely
available to public
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Sa nctions for sha ring
confidentia I

information
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Fine individuals or agencies

that intentionally disclose
confidential juvenile record
information

No penalties on youth who
share their own
confidentia I i nformation

{atrita

lirro
cak'rado

06:nc o((ol,

6ao{D

t&rr

torBdnl

9lrx
tloilJu

x{* {&pgrr
fiai tilat
!lt{' ltfi(o

0tLr'qna

lodt(ro{,a
lodi 0rb0
,?irttl,?

&ar jsae

li



ttttt
80-l00orb

tttt
50 -790,6

ti*
40-590,5

t*
20-390,5

t
0-190,5

\ FI )

IO

SeaIin g and Expungement

IIH

fur
Inr

CT

NJ

IoE
Iuo

0c



Effect of Sealing and
Expungement

physically or
electron ica I ly segregated
so that only persons or
agencies with statutory
authority can gain access

deleted from the files of
the court; and
respond that no record
exists

After sealing: After expungement:
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Physical destruction of
expunged records
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Alabama

Con necticut

District of Columbia

Florida

Idaho

lllinois

lndiana

Ka nsas

Kentucky

Lou isia na

Maryland
Missouri
New Jersey

New Mexico

North Carolina

North Dakota

Oklahoma

Oregon

Pen nsylva nia

Rhode lsland

Texas

Utah

Vermont

Washington

West Virginia

Wyorning

Expungement of law enfoncement AND

count necords



T by the child's attorney;

by the Court at the final hearing;

by the juvenile probation department when
supervision d ischa rged;

by the child's attorney and the court at the time
the child is eligible to apply for expungement

by the Clerk of Court when the expungement has

been completed.

Notification of Sealing
and Expungement

rights



consequences of being adjudicated delinquent;

information about the child's expungement
rights;

difference between a sealed and expunged
record; a nd

timeline for automatic expungement or
expungement upon application

Notification of Sealing
a nd Expu ngement

rights
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lf you were arrested in Louisiana when you were 15 or younger, you probably have a juvenile record.

Your iuvonilc r<ord can hava long-lasting negative off(ts. The good nms: most iuwtrile rcords (an be era$d rhrough a prcess
call€diur,lolberpuagcmartl txpungement s*ntially wipes the slare clean - all fils ild infomaaion are destroyed, as if your arrest
nqer happen€d!
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Erase your lllinois juvenile record!

Juvenile Expungement 1-2-3
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ird,

lrjeb-based noti f ication
tools

Horne Aboui FAQ 6lossatl LECAT H€LP
for Childftn! RiftB

Ansrer rme qwstions to find out iI )ou're eligible 60r
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Expungement eligibility
and process

Automatic sealing at
discharge

Automatic expungement
of diverted and dismissed cases

Automatic expungement if the person has no

subsequent or pending adjudications or
convictions for the following five years; or

Expungement at any time after hearing



wn.t r.(odr rr. 3ubi.<r

II
TIIIIII
III

-
I
IIIII
IIII
III

.v.iLb'liiy ol *.l,nt o,

.ryunasnanl. th. cma€3

.lit biltr?

!Yh.n mry . juv.6ila.r

Lu{ th. yosth D.y . h.

Mai) t|a6liDr xd6aq
.rr,o.t6r io .rodr o,

r.n'..o.d.o,.u 6h
.<ltJda.asr, n,rnl...cl
.h. ns( d t..rnaoldr

.rrJnairrFt civn $.

Age

Offe nse

Duration of time
since case closure

Eligibility
I

rr *.l,nt o, 
"tFrnGm.nt

cxlud.d from tcdin! o.

Ir ...1ry or .xplr^3ch.nt
.uiomtta o. mu3t tha

ind'e@.| or .ntity frL .
Flin to in,!,.te th.

&l s.rktiona ifi9oi.d lor
frls.r to .o6rly sth
raaliaao'.r!l ntamc.t

3':: r'._l ::i:
tfttt

tr

tr



Fine for disclosure of confidential information
contained in an expunged juvenile court or law
enforcement record.

Fine individuals or agencies that intentionally fail
to carry out expungement orders.

No penalty on youth who share their own
expunged juvenile record information

Sa nctions for sha ring
expu nged record

information



Fee for sea ling a nd
expu ngement

r I

r/tVr"

No fee to fi lenI tll
t
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L.-- l No fee to expunge
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PoI icy recommendations

Yo uth-se rving
age n cies

Defense
Attorneys Legislature

State

Juvenile Court
Personnel

J udges
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t
The Record Expungement
Designed to Enhance
Employment Act
Senators Cory Booker (D-NJ) and Rand
Paul (R-KY)

E I
li

l

. automatic expungement of records for kids who commit
non-violent crimes before they turn 15

r automatic sealing of records for those who commit non-
violent crimes after they turn 15 years old

REDEEIl Act
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erCent
advancing the rights and

rshah@jlc.org
www.jlc.org

ile
well-being of children in jeopardy
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State Spotlight: Delaware

Kirstin Cornnell
Delaware Center for Justice
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a The Delaware Center for Justice, lnc. is a non-

profit United Way agency, dedicated to
creating a safe6 more secure Delaware by

seeking to achieve and preserve a high quality
of justice.

We fulfill our mission through an extensive
range of programs and services, public
education, research, and advocacy.

a

f)elaware Center for Justice, Inc.



Expungement in DE

. As of 2OL2, expungement no longer involves the
destruction of records

. Records are not available to the public, but there
are many exceptions to confidentially

. No automatic expungement

. No formal process to notify youth of
expungement process or eligibility

. Restricted opportunity for mandatory and
d iscretiona ry expu ngement



Reform Ta rgets

a Prevent convictions for minor offenses from barring
expungement; Fuller vs. State of Delaware
Allow for automatic and immediate expungement for
misdemeanors or violations terminated in child's favor
Allow for discretionary expungement for multiple
misdemeanor or violation adjudications
Allow for discretionary expungement for a felony adjudication
plus a misdemeanor adjudication
Relieve Financial burden
-Family Court Filing Fee

-State Bureau of lnvestigation (SBl) criminal record fee

lnclusion of a "catch all" provision

a

a



Strategies to Overcome Obstacles

. Engage new administration

. Address educational gaps

- Control and simplify message

- Speak to violence in Wilmington

. Develop communication strategy- framing
metaphors

. Build community partnerships

. Engage youth and issue leaders


