Study Abroad Option for Honors Foundational Interdisciplinary Sequence
Honors students may substitute a study abroad experience for a Foundational Interdisciplinary Sequence on the following conditions:

· The study abroad must be a semester or longer (12 credit hours minimum), and can be taken second semester of the freshman year or either semester of the sophomore year
· The academic program abroad must fulfill the General Education categories of an Honors Foundational Interdisciplinary Sequence (e.g., History, Arts, Social Science, World Perspectives, Issues (unless the student has AP or transfer credit in one or more of those fields), and preferably have a strong research and writing component.  If possible, the General Education categories should be connected or interrelated (so if the student is studying the History of India, s/he is also reading Indian philosophy and literature and learning about art related to that history)
· The plan for substituting the international experience for a Civilization Sequence must be approved by the director of the Meijer Honors College at the time of deferral of the Civilization Sequence, and the academic program must be approved by the director at the same time that the student applies through the Padnos International Center

· Incoming freshmen who plan to defer the Civilization Sequence to a study abroad must take HNR 201 Live, Learn, Lead  (three credit hours), and should plan to complete the study abroad by the end of their sophomore year (if the student later opts not to study abroad, s/he must take an Honors Sequence)
· Students who substitute a study abroad experience for a Sequence must complete at least fifteen credit hours in Honors classes at GVSU (including the freshman seminar and senior project) and should have at least one team-taught linked course sequence in order to graduate in Honors 
Selection Process

Only a limited number of students will be selected to substitute a study abroad program for the Honors Foundational Interdisciplinary Sequence.  In order to apply, please write a two-page proposal (double-spaced) that includes the following components: 1) a rationale for the substitution of a study abroad program for a Sequence, explaining in some detail your motivation, 2) any previous experience abroad how it has prepared you (or, if you lack travel, what experiences in your background demonstrate your adaptability to a different culture or environment), and 3) a tentative plan for the program (where and when it will be taken, and how it will fulfill the Civilization sequence requirements).  You may wish to use the resources of the Padnos International Center to develop this tentative plan: http://gvsu.edu/studyabroad/.  An Honors advisor will be glad to consult with you on this too—contact the Honors office to speak with someone.  Candidates will be chosen on the strength of the rationale and merits of the plan, and proposals for study in a region not covered by the Sequences will be preferred).  Applications are due no later than July 31.  They may be sent to honors@gvsu.edu as attachments or in hard copy to Meijer Honors College, Niemeyer Learning & Living Center, 1 Campus Dr., Allendale, MI 49401.
