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Why Honors?

What are the benefits of participating in the Honors College, from a student perspectiver We
regularly ask this question in our HNR 300 course, and here are a few recent responses:

Carson Krueger (Biomedical Sciences, started Fall 2022): Before I
came to GVSU, I got an email seeing if I wanted to apply to the Honors
College, which my parents thought I should do, so I applied and
scheduled my first course: the “Making Waves” first-year sequence. Ever
since then, I've really enjoyed getting to know other people here and
exploring the different courses. The main thing that stands out to me is
that the courses focus more on personal development and introspective
growth, whereas a typical course would throw a book at you then test you
on material the next week. With Honors courses, it's about expanding
your capacity to learn, more than just straight content, which I really enjoy. I think the classes I've
taken so far have really helped me grow and develop a new way of thinking and have given me a
new perspective on issues that I've never really taken the
time to get involved with.

Haylee Woods (Exercise Science, started Fall 2023): I
heard about the Honors College from my sister. She
suggested I do it because it would help me in many ways.
She said it would help me grow as a person, as a leader, and
as a student. I applied and got in, then signed up for my
sequence class, “Food for Thought.” I have enjoyed being
in the Honors College since Day One of the sequence.
Something that stands out to me is that the courses help
you grow intellectually, but they also help you grow
personally.

Stephen Boujoulian (Business, started Fall 2024):
When I first decided to apply for the Honors College, it
was on a complete whim. I had no idea where I wanted to
go and got the email to apply for the Honors College late in
the decision-making process, and I am so glad I did. My
first-year sequence, “The Making of Meaning,” . '

was amazing and taught me so much more than ' -
just what was included in the curriculum. The class
encouraged me to think for myself and think
selfishly about what I want out of life and what
will make me happy in my life. I've found that
helping people and trying to improve the lives of
others makes me happier than anything I've done.
With this in mind, I thought about the long term,
deciding a major and career, trying to balance a
tulfilling and people-first career while
simultaneously being able to make enough income
to provide for a family someday.




Sofia Magan (Biomedical
Sciences, started Fall 2022):
The reason I applied and went
to GV was for the Honors
program. My uncle is a
professor here and has been a
part of Honors for a while. I
grew up hearing him talk about
his goals as an educator, and I
knew that his passion for
constant improvement of
himself and his field was a
pretty rare trait. As far back as I
can remember, he always took
me seriously, even as a little
kid, and would ask me
questions and genuinely listen
and respond to the answers.

The Honors cutriculum is based around the idea of learning about a concept by experiencing it "in
the wild," and seeing how much impact an environment can have on its inhabitants. The "Live,
Learn, Lead" motto represents this idea, with the one of the goals of the HNR 201 course activities
being preparation for our roles when we graduate (especially in leadership positions), and building
important skills like empathy, humility, and understanding along the way. The HNR 201 class
ensures that we really process an
important experience fully, and
observe what we learn from it.

Raven Wirts (Art History,
started Fall 2022): The Honors
experience at Grand Valley has
pushed me not only to gain
knowledge and wisdom from new
experiences. Being part of the
Honors College has also helped
me realize how much of a
privilege it is to learn and what it
means to be part of a welcoming
community. As a community, we
do our best to be role models to
each other and the rest of the
campus.




Student Highlights

University Awards. Since 2015, 15 of the 21 undergraduate winners of the university’s top annual
award, the prestigious Glenn A. Niemeyer Award, which recognizes well-rounded students who
demonstrate excellence in both the classroom and extra-curricular activities that enrich their lives
and the lives of others, have been Honors students—a tribute both to the quality of students we
attract and to the growth our students experience while in the program.

This year, both undergraduate winners of the Niemeyer Award were graduating Honors students.

During her time in Honors, Natalie
Colfer, an Environmental and
Sustainability Studies major with minors
in Psychology and Applied Statistics,
earned the Ruth Chamberlain Global
Issues Scholarship, the Nichols
Sustainability Scholarship, the ENS
Academic Achievement Award, and the
Sustainability Champion Award. She
conducted a stakeholder analysis of
GVSU food systems and co-facilitated
workshops across campus. She also
served as a community outreach intern
with the Fulton Street Market. Her
Honors Senior Project was titled
“Urban Agriculture: Its Potential Role in
Sustainably Reducing Food Insecurity and Improving Local Economies in Grand Rapids,
Michigan.” Natalie was the alto saxophone section leader for the Laker Marching Band. Her plans
after graduation include participating in the AmeriCorps Forest Corps program.

Natalie Colfer

Alaina Hogan double-majored in Mathematics and Dance, earning the Excellence-in-a-Discipline
Award in both programs. During her time here, she served as a mentor for the Honors College and
Dance program, an ambassador for the Office of Undergraduate Research and Scholarship, and a
tutor for the Mathematics department.
She was a Stiner Student Summer
Scholar, an Alayont Fellow, and a
Kindschi Fellow. She presented her
research at Student Scholars Day, the
Nebraska Conference for
Undergraduate Women in Mathematics,
the Society for Industrial and Applied
Mathematics, Joint Mathematics
Meetings, the Youth Mathematics
Conference, and the Summer
Undergraduate Michigan Mathematics
Research Conference. In Fall 2025, she
ANE will begin pursuing a Ph.D. in Computer
Alaina Hogan Science at Purdue University.




Mariam Abdel-Moemen, a Finance and Marketing
double-major, served as a Cook Leadership Academy
Fellow and had leadership roles in the Investment
Portfolio Organization, the Muslim Student
Association, and Partners in Health. After interning at
Steelcase, she has taken a job there as a pricing
specialist.

Owen Appel, a Supply Chain Management major,
served as a Cook Leadership Academy Fellow and
president of the Seidman Supply Chain
Management Association. After interning with
Spartan Nash, Gordon Food Service, and Crowe,
he is beginning work in Bissell’s supply chain
leadership development program.

Every academic department names one
“Excellence-in-a-Discipline” awardee,
and again this year many Honors
students were so honored:

Mariam Abdel-Moemen, Marketing
Minna Abdel-Moemen, Honors College
Owen Appel, Supply Chain Management
Sawyer Barton, Biology

Rebekah Bleyenberg, Studio Art
Kathryn Bogema, Business General
Kallie Crouch, English-Teaching

John Dannug, Electrical Engineering
Sam Fisher, Sociology

Koby Fraaza, Microbiology

Eve Geschiere, International Business
Karis Gillen, Behavioral Neuroscience

Ashtyn Gluck, Environmental and
Sustainability Studies

Joseph Greendyk, Fisheries and Aquatic
Science

Isa Grunwaldt, Political Science
Alaina Hogan, Mathematics

Ikram Ibrahim, Pedagogical Content
Knowledge for Elementary Teaching

Emma Long, Biomedical Sciences
Eva Markey, Legal Studies

Kyle McKee, Statistics

Abigail Miller, Chemistry

Ella Miller, French

Joey Pietrogallo, Natural Resources and
Environmental Management

Emily Seburn, Cell and Molecular Biology
Lillie Waldron, Biochemistry
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John Dannug, a double-major in Electrical
Engineering and Music, served in leadership roles in
the Filipinx American Student Association, the
Asian Student Union, and the Vietnamese Student
Association. He studied abroad at International
Christian University in Tokyo, Japan, in Fall 2022.
He also interned with the US Army Ground Vehicle
Systems Center.

Ashtyn Gluck majored in Environmental Studies
with minors in Geospatial Technology and
Sustainable Urban & Regional Planning. She
presented to the Association of American
Geographers and the American Geophysical Union.
She was also a senior leader of the GVSU Track &
Field team. In 2023, she participated in the Water
in the West program.

\ i '\\

Isa Grunwaldt double-majored in Political Science
and Public & Nonprofit Administration with a minor
in Spanish. She was a Cook Leadership Academy
fellow, an Honors College mentor, and lead fellow
for GVSU Votes! She presented at the National
Women'’s Studies Association conference, interned
with U.S. Rep. Hillary Scholten and with Disability
Advocates of Kent County. She also studied abroad
in Seville, Spain.

Emily Seburn majored in Cell and Molecular Biology
and was named the department’s outstanding
student in 2023, 2024, and 2025. She interned with
the Van Andel Institute and will pursue her Ph.D. in
Biomedical Sciences at Loyola University in
Chicago.



Honors Awards. At our April
2025 senior recognition ceremony,
the Honors faculty were pleased to
present Honors-specific awards to
two outstanding graduates. Minna
Abdel-Moemen, a Finance major,
was named Outstanding Senior—
the Honors College “Excellence-in-
a-Discipline” awardee. Professor
Coeli Fitzpatrick presented the
award.

Minna was a fellow in the Cook
Leadership Academy, president of
the GVSU Law Society, an officer
for the Muslim Student
Association, and an advocacy lead for Partners in Health. Last year, she won the GVSU Laker of the
Year Award. She served as a financial planning and analysis intern at Steelcase, and she plans to
attend law school. In Honors, Minna was both a student worker at the front desk and a teaching
assistant for the Middle East Beyond the Headlines first-year sequence.

The 2025 award for Outstanding
Leadership and Service in Honors
went to Melanie Hernandez, a
Psychology major with a Spanish
minor. Professor Melba Vélez
Ortiz presented the award.

Melanie co-founded and served as
president of Honors Familia, an
inclusive affinity group dedicated to
fostering a sense of community and
supportt for the Latine population
within Honors. She also served as
an officer of the Honors Affinity
Alliance, which creates a supportive
space for all students to explore
and discuss diversity, identity, equity, and inclusion topics that shape their college experience and
future careers. In October 2024, she presented her research at the National Society for Minorities in
Honors conference at James Madison University. Outside of Honors, Melanie was a fellow with the
Cook Leadership Academy and a member of Sigma Delta Pi. She studied abroad in Seville, Spain,
and interned as a behavior technician at the Clinic for Children with Autism. She plans to attend
graduate school for clinical psychology.




Honors Scholarships. Neatly all first-year Honors students earn either the Laker Scholarship, the
Award for Excellence Scholarship, the Faculty Scholarship, or the Presidential Scholarship—as well
as other more narrowly defined scholarships. In addition, we have a handful of Honors-specific
scholarships: the Frederik Meijer First Generation Honors College Student Scholarship, the Donna
K. Brooks Presidential Scholarship, the Arend D. and Nancy Lubbers University Honors College
Scholarship, the Zukaitis Honors Scholarship, the Ruth Chamberlain Global Issues Scholarship, the
Jonathan and Marcia White Honors College Scholarship, and the Jeff “Dr. J”” Chamberlain Honors
Scholarship. We asked a few of our current students who have received these scholarships to update
us on their activities in Honors and around campus:

Brianna Hofman, who double-majors in Cell &
Molecular Biology and Music, with a minor in
Chemistry, earned the Arend D. and Nancy Lubbers
University Honors College Scholarship as an entering
student in Fall 2022. In Summer 2024, she was
awarded the William Schroeder Undergraduate
Endowed Fellowship in Chemistry. As part of the 12-
week Student Summer Scholars program, she spent a
week at the University of Wisconsin-Madison using
their two-photon imaging system. She presented her
work at the MSU MIDSURE conference as well as
WMRUGS and Grand Valley’s Student Scholars Day.
This year, she’s interning at the Hoyer Lab through a
Van Andel Institute Summer Research Fellowship.

In the meantime, Bri continues to study both piano
and saxophone, playing solo pieces as well as being
involved in 4-hand piano pieces, collaborative piano for numerous other students, a saxophone
quartet, and a 10-part saxophone choir. She was also chosen to accompany the singers at GVSU’s
April 2025 commencement ceremony, which she calls a great honor. This year, she will join the New
Music Ensemble, a group that premieres newly composed
pieces, as their pianist. She also looks forward to putting
together senior recitals on both saxophone and piano.

Brianna Hofman

Genesis Giron-Ayala majors in Biomedical Sciences with
minors in Chemistry and Psychology. She earned the
Frederik Meijer First Generation Honors College Student
Scholarship as an entering student in Fall 2023. In Honors,
she particularly loved her first-year sequence, “The Powers
That Divide Us,” with Professors Cataldo and Cimitile, and
her project-based learning course, “Hollywood Science,”
with Professor Ramsson. She has been an Honors mentor
and an orientation leader with Laker Familia. She’s also taken
leadership roles with Mu Epsilon Delta and the Omicron
Alpha Chapter of the Sigma L.ambda Gamma National
Sorority. She is currently working as an ER technician. This
coming year, she will be a candidate in the Cook Leadership
Academy.




Declan Raimer, an Occupational Safety and Health
Management major with a minor in Environmental and
Sustainability Studies, earned the Frederik Meijer First
Generation Honors College Student Scholarship as a first-
year student in Fall 2024. He took the “Making Waves”
first-year Honors sequence with Professors Wampler,
Snyder, and Hefferan, and he says it changed the way he
thinks about what the classroom experience can look
like—and helped him make some great friends in the
Honors College. This year, he will be an Honors mentor
and again a member of the Laker Marching Band. He'll also
continue his job with the GVSU Facilities Grounds
department.

Maddie Buckles, a pre-med student majoring in
Microbiology with a Chemistry minor, earned the Frederik
Meijer First Generation Honors College Student
Scholarship as a first-year student in Fall 2024. During this
first year, Maddie joined GVSU’s dance club Momentum,
the pre-professional fraternity Mu Epsilon Delta, and
Campus Ministry. She was also a Blood Donor
Ambassador for the American Red Cross and a Freshman
Honoree in the Phi Kappa Phi Honor Society. She is
currently a student researcher in the immunology lab under
Dr. Kristin Renkema and a Facility Assistant for GVSU
Athletics and Recreational Facilities. This coming year,
Maddie will serve as a TA in the Cadaver Lab and begin
pursuing a badge in American Sign Language.

Noah Seim, who double-majors in Music and
International Relations with a2 minor in French, earned the
Zukaitis Honors Scholarship as an entering student in Fall
2023, and this year he was awarded the Ruth Chamberlain
Global Issues Scholarship. He served as an RA in Laker
Village and has worked both years so far for Parking
Services. Last summer, he studied abroad in Bordeaux,
France, and this year, inspired in large part by his “Middle
East Beyond the Headlines” Honors sequence with
Professors Al-Mallah and Fitzpatrick, he’ll study abroad in
Morocco (in the fall, when he’ll study International
Relations and Arabic) and France, Morocco, and Senegal
(in the winter, when he’ll study French and the three
countries’ relations to one another).

Noah, an accomplished pianist, has also embarked on an
exciting academic project with a fascinating personal
connection. He is researching the life and works of his
great, great, great granduncle, Rossetter Gleason Cole
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(1866-1952), who was born in Michigan, studied in
Berlin, and eventually became a prolific and prominent
music composer and teacher in Chicago. No recordings
exist of Cole’s compositions, so Noah’s ultimate goal is
to work with the music department to create to create
the first recordings of Cole’s works, build a Wikipedia
page detailing Cole’s career, and perhaps even
collaborate with Opera Grand Rapids to perform some
of Cole’s compositions for a local audience.

After college, Noah hopes to work in humanitarian aid
ot join the US Foreign Service.

Lex Elder, who double-majors in Criminal Justice and
Psychology, earned the Zukaitis Honors Scholarship as
an entering student in Fall 2023. This year, he will be a
candidate in the Cook Leadership Academy, and he will
also serve as a teaching assistant in the HNR 201 “Live
Learn Lead” class. Lex works both part- and full-time
at Goodwill, where he jumps between jobs as a cashier,
a processor, a donations clerk, a sorter, and a wares
cletk—in other words, he does it all.

Noah Seim

Lex Elder
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Activities and Updates

It’s impossible to capture everything that goes on during a typical Honors College academic year.
Here are just a few of the noteworthy activities our students and faculty can report:

Spreading the
Word. One of
our most
unusual, and
popular, first-
year sequences is
Design Thinking
for Social
Product
Innovation,
taught by
Professors Paul
Lane and Ryan
Lafferty. In June, = =
together with first-year student Julia Toomey, the professors made their #hirteenth conference
presentation associated with the course. This one, titled “Exploring Learning Styles & Preferences in
a Project-Based Honors Sequence,” was part of the EDULEARN25 conference in Palma, Spain.

Minorities in Honors. Honors sent a contingent to the National Society for Minorities in Honors
conference, this time in Harrisonburg, Virginia, on the lovely campus of James Madison University.
Pictured below are attendees Melanie Hernandez, Jaymee Penn, Elena Luecht, Trenton
Estrada, Director Roger Gilles, Maria Benitez-Sabino, Joshua Eapen, Saad Sakib, and
Advisor Doris Penn. Down front are Faculty Advisors Melba Vélez Ortiz and Professor Chad.




Letter from Thailand. Via LinkedIn, we received this update from English Education major and
Cook Leadership Academy fellow Ian McGuckin, who has interned this summer as a GED and
English language teacher in Chiang Mai, Thailand:

In my role as a teacher, I have been working primarily with resettled migrant/refugee students of the
Shan ethnic group in Myanmar. Many of these students grew up in contexts of the violent civil war
that dates back to the 1960's. Many recently immigrated after the 2021 military coup reignited
sectarian and ethnic conflict by re-introducing authoritarianism to a newly democratically reformed
people. Despite the circumstances of their upbringing and displacement, my students continue to
inspire me every day with their determination, their intelligence, and their compassion and hope.
The classroom is a space of learning, of course, but only recently has mainstream pedagogy began to
accept the multidirectional nature of this learning; that is, that teaching is learning with and
alongside, and—when done right—Ileaves both parties culturally and intellectually enriched.

I won't delve into all the
details of the lessons
and perspectives I have
gained from my time
here. I'll only share
what I perceive to be
the two most
important, and which
are also two of the
simplest.

1) Compassion is
universal, and thus a
smile is global currency.
Being immersed in a
community in which I
am the only non-Shan,
native English speaker
has shown me the
depth of the kindness
of strangers who have no incentive to care for me. Despite my pre-trip anxieties about loneliness,
my own demonstrated care and curiosity in return has fostered strong relationships, often with

L\ \"rw
lan McGuckin (second from right) with some of his students

individuals who speak very little, if any English! A genuine smile and genuine interest has carried me
farther than my words could by acknowledging the vulnerability of expressing oneself without
words.

2) I've learned that there are no limits to what I can accomplish when I know I am serving others. 1
have consistently navigated experiential, cultural, and limited resource-based difficulties with an
innovation and deftness that surprises me. What fuels me is the impact I'm having: the students who
depend on me, and the connections I am able to build with them by working collectively towards
their future. While I've always known that service has been my calling in one way or another, the
discovery of the extent to which it motivates me excites me for my future in education, humanitarian
action, and service work for refugee and migrant populations.
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Campus/Community Engagement. Honors students are required to engage significantly with
others on campus or in the community, and they reflect on their experiences in our HNR 300
course. Lucero Arizaga Jimenez, a Legal Studies major with a Human Rights minor, had a very
busy fall semester of engagement. Here’s her report:

This semester I’'m taking part in three
leadership activities. I am a peer mentor for
Laker Familia, the Public Relations Officer of
the Latino Student Union, and
President/Founder of Monarcas Ballet
Folklotico. As a mentor of Laker Familia, 1
truly had to step out of my comfort zone to
help incoming students with their transition
to life at Grand Valley. I not only have to lead
by example, but I have to be available to help
guide these students to the resources they
need as well as be someone they can come to
with questions. This was especially
complicated this semester because the
program coordinator was out on maternity
leave, so as mentors we had to work together
to shape the way orientation and the first
month of the program would unfold.

As LSU's public relations chair, I have
collaborated with other E-board members and other campus organizations and offices like ASU,
BSU, the promotions office, and the student senate to bring our visions to life. I started off having
no experience in public relations, but now I have designed flyers, banners, and posters for our
biggest events like our semesterly baile and our food events and I manage our social media accounts.

This semester I also decided to start a student org. I wanted to create a space to learn more about
Ballet Folklorico, a collection of cultural Mexican dances. Through this club, I want to share the
beautiful culture of Mexico with anyone willing to learn. As president/founder, I worked behind the
scenes to get the club running, now I help create choreography for songs and I am the one who
leads the instruction of each rehearsal. Overall, this has helped me develop my leadership skills and
learn how to go past my comfort zone to reach my goals. Through each activity, I have worked on
my communication skills, leadership, and innovation, and I am continuing to learn along the way. As
an Honors student, it is important for me to be involved with the community. This is especially true
being a first-generation Latina; I want to create a space for other Latinos to feel connected and
empowered.
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The Young Pl Summer Science Camp

From July 7 through 11, the Honors
College hosted its third annual summer
science camp for high school students.
Fresh off his master’s degree in Bioethics
from Harvard, Jonathan McCabe once
again persuaded faculty from Biomedical
Sciences, Cell and Molecular Biology,
Chemistry, and Physics to offer half-day
labs for the students, recruited a handful
of current or recently graduated Honors
students to serve as mentors, arranged a
field trip to BAMF Health, gathered
sponsors to pay for and present
information at lunch each day, and dozens
of smaller things, like ordering lab goggles
for the students, buying tee-shirts, and
reserving rooms for poster-making and the final poster presentations at the end of the week. A full
roster of 25 students participated.

i / il

A cdmper with Dr. Karampagia in the Physics lab.

Lunch sponsors included the Cook Leadership Academy, the American Chemical Society, the Office
of Multicultural Affairs, and the Office of Undergraduate Research and Scholarship. This yeat’s
Honors College student mentors were Maddie Buckles, Caroline De Roo, Joshua Fernando,
and Haley Powers. Faculty members Dan Bergman (Biomedical Sciences), Laura Hawk and
Luke Peterson (Chemistry), Sofia Karampagia (Physics), and Matthew Christians (Cell and
Molecular Biology) donated their time and expertise to lead lab sessions.

The week culminated Friday night in a closing ceremony in the Niemeyer MPR, when the students
and their families enjoyed a pizza dinner with the mentors, and the students shared their research
posters. Special thanks, again, to Jonathan McCabe, our 2024 Excellence-in-a-Discipline award
winner in Honors who will begin medical school—on a full-tuition scholarship—at the University of
Michigan this fall. The camp is such a success, and we look forward to seeing it continue to grow!

Campers presenting their
research posters at the end of
7| the week.
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Meijer Lectures

The Meijer Lecture Series once again joined with the Hauenstein Center for Presidential Studies and
its “Wheelhouse Talks” series to offer two outstanding lectures, one in fall and one in winter. The
Meijer Lecture Series welcomes regional and national business leaders to speak on issues of
leadership, innovation, and entrepreneurship.

Dee Bradley Baker. Thanks to an
unlikely connection to a current
Honors faculty member, our Fall
lecturer was an unusual one. A grade
school buddy of Professor Gary
Greer, Dee Bradley Baker is known
to nearly all our students—or at least
his voice is. One of the preeminent
voice actors in Hollywood, Dee
boasts a three-decade career in
television, film, and video games.
During his jam-packed lecture on
November 8 in the Grand River
Room, Dee delighted the crowd with
the story of his journey from being a
philosophy major and amateur actor to the voice behind characters in Space Jam, Star Wars: The Clone
Wars, Phineas and Ferb, American Dad, SpongeBob SquarePants, and many others. Along the way, he
moved in and out of dozens of those voices while inspiring the audience with lessons for forging a
career you love.

VETR Health. Rachel : 7 R z
Berkal and Sadoc Paredes ate - g % :
the founders of a local -
subscription-based home 8
veterinary care company. On
February 21 in the
Loosemore Auditorium
downtown, they shared their
entrepreneurial experiences
and reflected on building an
innovative business model in
a very competitive market.
They were joined on stage by
their dog Penny Lane and
moderator Viola Pagnani, a
December 2024 Honors
College graduate in pre- L
veterinary studies. Viola, Rachel, Sadoc, and Penny Lane
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Faculty News

Grand River Cleanup.
For several years now,
Honors Professor Peter
Wampler has led an
effort to clean up trash
from the Grand River
from “campus to
campus”—that is, from
Allendale to Grand
Rapids. This year, he and
a team of 16 students
gathered nearly 1,000
pounds of trash. And
this was after Peter and
others helped with
WMEAC’s 21* Mayors’ Grand River Cleanup on September 7, which cleaned 11,600 pounds of
garbage from the river and river banks.

Water in the West. After a one-year hiatus, Professors Peter Wampler and Peter Riemersma once
again led a group of 20 Honors students on a three-week trip across the country for “a deep dive
into complex water resource issues.” The group made stops in Colorado, Utah, Arizona, and New
Mexico. It’s an unforgettable high-impact learning experience for all who participate.

Water in the West students experiencing sunrise at Grand Canyon National Park
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Faculty Publications. Our 10 full-time Honors faculty are active scholars as well as active and
engaged teachers. Here are some of their noteworthy publications from 2024-25:

Jetemiah Cataldo:
= “Introduction to Hosea” in Westminster Study Bible
= “Postcolonial as a Methodological Approach to Hosea” in Oxford Handbook of the Book of
Hosea
= “Trauma of (Un)Civilized (Wo)man” in Scandinavian Journal of Old Testament

Kurt Ellenberger:
= “Roots to Branches: Broadway, Jazz, and David Bowie?” in AllAboutJazz
= “Have a Holly, Jazzy Christmas” in AllAboutJazz
= “A Conversation with Quentin Walston on His Jazz Pedagogy Text: How to Teach Jazz and
Improvisation” in AllAboutJazz

Coeli Fitzpatrick:
= “Affinity, Expropriation, and Denial: Changing Christian Attitudes Toward Reason and Islam:
11-14" Centuries” in Enarratio

Leifa Mayers:
=  “From Choice to Justice: Disrupting the Binary Political Logics of Assisted Reproduction” in
Health and Human Rights

=  “Mandating Work, Commanding Health, and Managing Risk: The (Bio)Politics of Medicaid
Reform” in Communication and Critical/Cultural Studies

And a Retirement. The Honors College—and GVSU as a whole—said goodbye this April to a
faculty member who embodied the very best of GVSU’s dedication to teaching, scholarship, and
service. Professor Rob Franciosi started his career here in 1988 after earning his Ph.D. in English
from the University of Iowa. For many years he taught an Honors first-year sequence in American
civilization and a third-year course on the history and literature of the Holocaust. More recently, he
taught Honors courses on Moby-Dick, 9/11, and what he called “life writing.” Rob’s scholarly work
has focused on poet Chatrles Reznikoff, Holocaust survivor and memoirist Elie Wiesel, and author
John Hersey. He also served as
editor of 2 Holocaust memoir,
Good Morning!, by Joseph
Stevens. Several times Rob has
escorted groups of Honors
students to Germany and
Poland as part of a seminar on
Holocaust museums,
memorials, and sites. Here at
Grand Valley, he served for
several years as Chair of the
Faculty Academic Senate and
was recognized for his
contributions to the university
with the university’s most

prestigious award, the Glenn
A. Niemeyer Award, in 2017 Professor Rob Franciosi at the 2024 Faculty Convocation
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