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CS 690 – MASTER’S THESIS RESEARCH
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Prior to Starting

In the semester before students start their Thesis option, they complete the top portion of the Thesis Proposal Form.  Students decide upon a topic for their Thesis and obtains a faculty member’s agreement to serve as their Thesis Advisor. The Thesis Advisor signs that portion of the Form which allows students to obtain a CS 690 Registration Permit from the school’s secretary so they can register for the course.

Throughout the semesters in which CS 690 and CS 695 are taken, students have four primary responsibilities: develop a Thesis topic (CS 690), perform research in support of the Thesis, produce a written Thesis document, and prepare an oral defense of the Thesis research (CS 695).  A Thesis is not considered complete unless all four components are satisfactorily finished.
While Taking CS 690

During the CS 690 semester, students research and develop their Thesis topic and, in conjunction with the Thesis Advisor, select their Thesis Committee.  The committee consists of two other members in addition to the Advisor.  The other committee members are usually CIS faculty, but faculty from other departments and from local industries are eligible.  Prior to the end of the CS 690 semester, students prepare a formal written presentation of their Thesis topic, which must be orally presented to the Thesis Committee.  The Thesis Proposal acts as a contract specifying the work to be done by the student, and is used to judge completion of the Thesis.  Once the committee approves the Thesis proposal, the Advisor signs the Thesis Proposal Form which allows students to receive a Registration Permit from the school’s secretary to register for CS 695, the Master’s Thesis.    

While Taking CS 695

Throughout the semester in which CS 695 is taken, students perform research to support their Thesis and work in close conjunction with their Thesis Advisor to prepare both the written Thesis and the oral defense.  Four weeks prior to the end of the semester, students distribute copies of the written Thesis to all members of the Thesis Committee in order to solicit feedback.  Improvements to the written Thesis typically continues until the end of the semester.

During the final exam week of classes students give a formal, oral presentation of their Thesis to the Thesis Committee and to other members of the GVSU community.  

When the written Thesis and oral defense have been satisfactorily completed, the Advisor and the two members of the Thesis Committee sign the Thesis Proposal Form as their final approval of the Thesis, and submit a final grade.




