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Allie Egrin, left, a Jewish student from Grand Valley State University; Alley LoPrete, 
center, a Christian student from Hope College; and Tuba Jaherun, a Muslim student from 
Calvin College.   Submitted

Kevin McIntosh   Coordinator, Campus Interfaith Resources, GVSU

Editor’s Note: This week begins a special 
series on listening to the voices of area col-
lege students. Kevin McIntosh, the coordi-
nator of Campus Interfaith Resources at 
Grand Valley State University introduces 
the three students who will be featured in 
the coming weeks.

What do college students think about 
interfaith?

College is a great place for students to 
build bridges. Students from various back-
grounds (racial, gender, sexual orientation, 
class and worldviews) live, eat and learn 
together. This “civic laboratory” allows stu-
dents to learn from the lived experience of 
people diff erent from themselves.

Unfortunately, the world of higher edu-
cation is not immune to anti-Semitism, 
Islamophobia and other forms of oppres-
sion. From swastikas being painted on or 
near Jewish fraternities, to Muslim ablu-
tion rooms being destroyed, the same hate-
fi lled rhetoric that is outside the academic 
bubble can seep into this heterogeneous 
neighborhood. Inspired students push 
back against this hateful rhetoric and cre-
ate spaces for real, confi dent pluralism.

In the next three weeks, we turn over the 
pen to three amazing college students who 
will explore how their faith and their work 
in interfaith have infl uenced their college 
experience: Allie Egrin, a Jewish student 
from Grand Valley State University; Alley 
LoPrete, a Christian student from Hope 
College; and Tuba Jaherun, a Muslim stu-
dent from Calvin College. They come from 
different religious traditions, different 
years in school and a variety of interfaith 
experiences. I hope you will be inspired by 
their wit, experience and commitments.

Beyond those three, there also are stu-
dents who are thinking about food inse-
curity, creating systemic change about 
gender identity and leading the charge 
in racial justice work. Every August, hun-
dreds of students gather in Chicago for the 
Interfaith Youth Core’s Interfaith Leader-
ship Institute. The students explore how to 
have diffi  cult conversations, how to share 
their interfaith stories and how to bring 
interfaith activism back to their campus. 
They will learn how to be bridge-build-
ers in a world that wants to build silos. 
They will come back to their campuses 
and be change-makers working to impact 
their campus to make it more interfaith 
friendly.

Reflecting on this past year shows the 
amazing work our local college students 
are doing. Last fall, 40 students from seven 
different campuses attended Our Made 
in Michigan Interfaith Lab in partner-
ship with the Interfaith Youth Core. Our 
students at Grand Valley hosted the first 
interfaith week, looking to celebrate reli-
gious diversity on campus; students at Cal-
vin explored what it means to be a religious 
minority at a Christian college; at Hope, 
they thought about how interfaith is seen 
in various private sectors; and at Aquinas 
they looked at how community service 
plays into interfaith relationships.

As I re-read the articles from our three 
students, one thing really struck me. Each 

of these students are bridge-builders. When 
the three penned their experience, they 
didn’t know each other or talk to each other 
beforehand. And yet, the three of them share 
many similarities in their experiences.

Tuba Jaherun, a Muslim sophomore from 
Calvin, writes about one of her first experi-
ences interacting with someone of a diff erent 
worldview: Ci, an atheist. While they “argued 
about God the whole time,” the major thing 
she remembers is that they would go on rides 
at theme parks and share peach iced tea. At 
the end of the summer, this friendship did not 
weaken her faith; in fact, Tuba’s relationship 
with Islam became stronger.

Alley LoPrete, our Kruizenga Interfaith 
Intern and a Christian at Hope, talks about 
“holy envy.” This idea from Krister Stendahl 
challenges us to see practices of other tradi-
tions and think about how we can emulate 
them, or seek to include them in our own 
practice. Alley writes about her holy envy of 
the Islamic prayers and the Jewish Shabbat 
service. She writes about how she used her 
friendships with people from these traditions 
to give her own worship more power.

Allie Egrin, a Grand Valley senior and pres-
ident of the Jewish organization Hillel, writes 
about how she became friends with students 
in the largest Christian organization, Cam-
pus Ministry. And how she worked with some 
of her Christian friends to start a Bible study 
where they studied the Old Testament, or 
Hebrew Bible. Allie writes that “being able to 
gather with some of my closest friends once 
a week to openly discuss our struggles, our 
needs, our G-d, and pray for one another was 
incredibly genuine, uplifting, and indescrib-
able.”

These themes also are seen in their lived 
experience. Allie’s leadership of Hillel and 
creating partnerships with GVSU’s Mus-
lim Student Association and other religious 
groups, along with Alley’s work doing inter-
faith at the Al Amana Center in Oman, and 
Tuba’s work explaining Islam on Calvin’s 
historically Christian campus, are power-
ful examples. None of them needed to be 
bridge-builders; they could have tucked away 
in their own religious communities and iso-
lated themselves from people whom they 
could see as “the other.” Instead, they reached 
out and built friendships while growing more 
committed to their own traditions.

In the next three weeks, take some time to 
refl ect. How will you build bridges across the 
various religious, secular and spiritual com-
munities that make up West Michigan? How 
will you contribute to this pluralistic com-
munity? It could be by attending a Kaufman 
event, or reading a book about a diff erent tra-
dition. I challenge you — just as our three col-
lege students challenge me — to go out and do 
the good work of meeting your neighbor and 
creating new friendships.

interfaith@gvsu.edu

INTERFAITH INSIGHT

Listening to new voices: 
College students speak

Rabbi David Krishef   ethicsandreligiontalk@gmail.com

Question: What does it mean to 
be part of a religious commu-
nity?

We present Christian responses in the col-
umn this week. Next week, we present Uni-
tarian, Hindu and Jewish responses.

The Rev. Sandra Nikkel, head pastor of 
Conklin Reformed Church, responds:

“Being a part of the Church comes with 
the realization that something wonderful 
and beautiful is happening to us. 1 Peter 2:5 
tells us that we, ‘like living stones, are being 
built into a spiritual house to be a holy priest-
hood, off ering spiritual sacrifi ces acceptable 
to God through Jesus Christ.’ The transfor-
mation reshapes us internally and exter-
nally, individually and collectively. Self-
ish agendas give way to the greater agenda; 
personal dreams merge into God’s dream; 
and his goals become our goals. These are 
the spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God 
through Jesus Christ that Peter is talking 
about.

“But being a part of the Church also 
involves submission. We are not simply 
being acted upon by the Holy Spirit. Paul, 
who also describes the Church as God’s 
building, adds that each of us are active par-
ticipants with God; ‘For we are co-workers 
in God’s service; you are God’s fi eld, God’s 
building’ (1 Corinthians 3:9). Then, in Phi-
lippians 2:12-13, he makes a plea for active 
and vibrant obedience. ‘Therefore, my dear 
friends, as you have always obeyed — not 
only in my presence, but now much more in 
my absence — continue to work out your sal-
vation with fear and trembling.’

“Therefore, being a part of the Church 
also means that we are free, able and 
equipped to obey the call of God found in 
Philippians 2:2-3 to be: like-minded, having 
the same love, being one in spirit and of one 
mind, doing nothing out of selfi sh ambition 
or vain conceit; being assured that working 
alongside of the spirit of God and submitting 
to his work (in us and through us) are not in 
conflict with each other. We work out our 
salvation with fear and trembling, knowing 
that it is God who provides us with the grace 
needed to do it. God works in us and through 
us so that we may live to fulfill his greater 
purpose for the Church.”

The Rev. Ray Lanning, a retired minister 
of the Reformed Presbyterian Church of 
North America, responds:

“Reformed Christians believe that Jesus 
Christ ‘from the beginning to the end of the 
world, gathers, defends, and preserves to 
Himself by His Spirit and Word, out of the 
whole human race, a church chosen to ever-

lasting life, agreeing in true faith’ (Heidel-
berg Catechism, Q. 54). All those who are 
joined to Christ by a true faith are ‘living 
members’ of this ‘holy catholic church.’

“As such, they all partake in what we 
call ‘the communion of saints.’ Saints are 
not certain believers eminent for gifts or 
godliness, but all those who are saved by 
grace and sanctifi ed in Christ. ‘Being mem-
bers of Christ, they are in common, partak-
ers of Him, and of all His riches and gifts.’ 
This shared privilege implies a shared duty: 
‘Everyone must know it to be his duty, read-
ily and cheerfully to employ his gifts, for the 
advantage and salvation of other members’ 
(Heidelberg Cat., Q. 55).

“This mutual duty is the way faith works 
by love (Galatians 5:6). Christ says, ‘By this 
shall all men know that ye are my disciples, 
if ye have love one to another’ (John 13:35). It 
is a visible form of confessing Christ as lord 
and savior.”

The Rev. Kevin Niehoff , O.P., a Domini-
can priest who serves as adjutant judi-
cial vicar, Diocese of Grand Rapids, 
responds:

“In the Roman Catholic faith tradition, 
membership begins with baptism. The bap-
tized, called the faithful, have obligations 
and rights (note obligation comes before 
right!). From the 1983 Code of Canon Law:

“The faithful are obligated to ‘build up 
the Body of Christ, preserve communion 
with the Church, to lead a holy life accord-
ing to their ability,’ have the obligation and 
the right ‘to share God’s message, and show 
Christian obedience.’ 

“In return, the faithful ‘have the free-
dom to make their needs known, the right 
to share their views on things for the good 
of the Church.’ Further, the faithful have 
the right to be assisted spiritually by their 
pastors, a right to worship according to 
approved rites, may freely associate for char-
itable or pious purposes, but ‘may not call 
their work “Catholic” without ecclesiastical 
permission, the right to a Christian educa-
tion,’ and ‘those who chose academics have 
the freedom to study with due submission 
to the Church’s magisterium.’ The faithful 
have the right to choose without coercion a 
state in life (e.g., marriage, single, religious, 
ordained), the faithful have a right to their 
good name and the protection of that good 
name, the obligation to provide for the needs 
of the church, and, fi nally, in the exercise of 
rights the faithful must take into account 
the common good of the church. (cf. canons 
208-223).”

More thoughts on the subject next week.

ETHICS & RELIGION TALK

Joining with others  comes 
with some responsibilities

Sarah Pulliam Bailey   Washington Post

Southern Baptist leaders voted over-
whelmingly Tuesday to adopt two proposals 
they hope will help to prevent sex abuse in 
their churches in the future.

About two-thirds of 8,000 church rep-
resentatives — or “messengers” — who 
attended the annual meeting of Southern 
Baptist Convention voted to pass an amend-
ment to the faith group’s constitution that 
would allow the convention to “disfellow-
ship” or distance itself from churches that 
cover up abuse. The same proportion also 
voted to set up a committee to review com-
plaints about how abuse allegations are 
handled in their churches.

On Tuesday ahead of the vote, Ronnie 
Floyd, the new president of the SBC’s execu-
tive committee and who also served on Pres-
ident Trump’s evangelical advisory council 
during his 2016 campaign, urged messen-
gers to approve the measures, calling the 
move “historic.”

“The Southern Baptist Convention stands 
against all forms and actions of sexual 
abuse, viewing it as a horrific evil,” Floyd 
said. “Southern Baptists, we must address 
this comprehensively and correctly.”

Southern Baptist leaders believe the new 
actions will provide a more coordinated 
way for the denomination to review abuse 
claims. Southern Baptists were expected to 
consider the issue of abuse again Wednes-
day .

The issue of sexual abuse came under 
intense scrutiny earlier this year after the 
Houston Chronicle began a six-part series 
uncovering sex abuse allegations in South-
ern Baptist churches. The newspaper’s joint 
investigation with the San Antonio Express-
News found about 700 victims and credible 
accusations against 380 people.

Southern Baptist leaders responded to 

those stories with a plea for change, and ear-
lier this year, JD Greear, the SBC president, 
gave an address to the SBC executive com-
mittee in which he thanked journalists for 
“shining light on this evil,” saying, “you are 
not our enemy.”

Ahead of the vote, some were worried it 
would not pass since past resolutions con-
demning white supremacy and the Confed-
erate fl ag struggled to pass. There also was 
concern that the vote could fail over a desire 
to maintain church autonomy, an argument 
that has shut down proposals in the past. 
The SBC, the largest Protestant denomi-
nation in the country, does not have a top-
down structure; instead, churches must 
agree to cooperate with one another.

BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA

Southern Baptists vote 
to amend their constitution 
to address sexual abuse

Kevin McIntosh is the 
coordinator of Interfaith 
Resources at Grand Valley 
State University. 

J.D. Greear, left, president of the Southern 
Baptist Convention, and Ronnie Floyd, 
president and CEO of the SBC Executive 
Committee  pray Monday during an Exec-
utive Committee plenary meeting at the 
Southern Baptist Convention in Birming-
ham, Alabama.   AP
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