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D2    T H U RS DAY, JA N UA RY 17, 20 1 9    T H E  G RA N D  RA P I DS  P R ESS            

Douglas Kindschi   
Director, Kaufman Interfaith Institute

In the 1940s, the family of 
Ignacy Chiger survived for 14 

months in the sewers underneath the Polish 
city of Lvov. As the Nazis were killing thou-
sands of Jews, this family dug a tunnel under 
the fl oor of their home down to the sewer sys-
tem in order to escape from the onslaught. 

Hoping it would be just a few days before 
they could exit this underground refuge, 
they then realized that Nazis had set up 
patrols and were shooting anyone coming out 
through a manhole. A Polish sewer worker 
discovered them and, rather than turn them 
over to the Nazis, found that he could make 
some extra cash by bringing them food, and 
so he began to take care of them.  

Soon the cash ran out, but Leopold Socha, 
the sewer worker, continued to bring food and 
water to Chiger, his wife and two young chil-
dren ages 4 and 7. 

A recent book by Robert Marshall, “In the 
Sewers of Lvov: The Last Sanctuary from the 
Holocaust,” describes the terrible existence 
they endured for months. 

At one point during their ordeal, they were 
in a section of the sewer near the munici-
pal toilets where, Marshall describes, “every 
time the toilets were fl ushed, a new wave of 
excrement passed down the trench and some-
times overfl owed across the fl oor.  They set-
tled down on the stones, shivering in a howl-
ing wind, while rats scuttled about their feet.” 

Socha found them a better place to hide, but 
now, when there were heavy rains, they almost 
perished by drowning. The 7-year-old daugh-
ter, Krystyna (now a retired dentist living in 
the United States), describes being held up to 
the ceiling by her father as the waters came 
up nearly to his neck. She also recalls Socha 
as someone who became a trusted friend 
and who would comfort her during times of 
depression. In her words, “He sat me on his lap 
and he began talking to me, quietly.  He just 
told me stories and told me not to worry. ”  

Socha told her, “Someday soon, you will 
breathe the air and you will see the daylight. 
It won’t be long, you’ll be like the other chil-
dren. … I will help you, don’t worry. I am 
always with you.” His encouragement and 
care probably saved her life during this time, 
which did turn out to be a long 14 months. 
Krystyna’s mother called him “an angel sent 
by God to protect us.” 

Socha was a devout Catholic and eventu-
ally saw this eff ort as his mission. Following 
their liberation from the sewer, Socha would 
say, “This is my work. These are my Jews.”  
Tragically, Socha died two years later at age 
36, when the bicycle he and his daughter were 
riding was accidentally struck by a Russian 
military vehicle.    

The Chiger family entered their sewer hid-
ing place in May, 1943, and did not emerge 
until July of 1944, after the Russian army lib-

erated the city. In a city with nearly 150,000 
Jews, only a few hundred survived. Leopold 
Socha and his wife were recognized in 1978 
as one of the “Righteous Gentiles” by the 
World Holocaust Remembrance Center, Yad 
Vachem, in Jerusalem.

Their story and the role of Socha has been 
told numerous times, including a 1990s BBC 
program and a New York Times article in 
1991. Marshall’s book was also the basis for 
the 2011 Polish film “In Darkness,” which 
was nominated for the Best Foreign Lan-
guage Film for the Academy Award. Kry-
styna, the only surviving member of the 
Chiger family, published her book in 2008 
titled, “The Girl in the Green Sweater: A Life 
in Holocaust’s Shadow.”  

I fi rst learned of this story from the book 
“The Character Gap: How Good Are We?” by 
Christian Miller. This book addresses the 
mixture of virtues and vices that reside in 
each of us. Socha’s story is an example of 
someone who began his eff orts simply as a 
way to make some extra cash but soon devel-
oped a commitment to do what was right in 
spite of the danger to himself.  

Miller also reports and analyzes cases 
where people do not live up to their self-
image and fail to do the right thing. He 
explores numerous psychology studies that 
test this phenomenon and challenge our 
assumption that we would act in a manner 
consistent with our stated values. 

Miller will be our Grand Dialogue speaker 
in March, and there is a book discussion 
group beginning to meet in preparation for 
his visit.  It is not too late to join us. For fur-
ther information, contact us at interfaith@
gvsu.edu.
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When the stakes are high, 
will we do the right thing? 

Rabbi David Krishef   
ethicsandreligiontalk@gmail.com

A recent NPR story raises 
questions of DNA privacy. 

“The police currently (are) using (searches 
of public DNA databases) to find ... (mur-
derers) and bad people. But are we OK with 
using this technique to identify people in a 
political demonstration who left their DNA 
behind?”

Public DNA databases can be used to 
identify a growing number of DNA sam-
ples, even if the person has never had DNA 
sequenced and registered; and investi-
gators succeeded in using the same tech-
niques to identify a woman whose DNA was 
stored anonymously in a National Institute 
of Heath database.

Does the potential for misuse of private 
information make the collection and storing 
of DNA samples a violation of ethics?

 Fred Stella, the pracharak (outreach 
minister) for the West Michigan Hindu 
Temple, responds:

“The way this question is phrased is of 
key importance. We are asked to comment 
on the ethics of the POTENTIAL of abuse 
of an innovation in the area of, say, crime 
solving. I do agree that the compromise of 
personal privacy is a possibility. But I do 
not see a violation of moral standards in the 
attempt to create a database that may aid in 
police work yet seeks to uphold the rights of 
innocent people. It’s all in the planning and 
execution of details.

“Not a perfect comparison, but the early 
inventors of the firearm might have had 
noble intentions of developing a tool for 
hunting and personal protection. I don’t 
believe that because guns went on to be 
used for murder, genocide, conquest, etc. 
that we hold the inventors guilty of any 
great sin. Think of the negative impacts 
that the automobile, computer and tele-
vision have had on many people. Just 
because the possibility of harm exists is not 
a reason to stifl e scientifi c and technologi-
cal growth.”

The Rev. Colleen Squires, minister 
at All Souls Community Church of West 
Michigan, a Unitarian Universalist 
Congregation, responds:

“The 7th Principle of Unitarian Univer-
salism is the respect for the interdepen-
dent web of all existence of which we are 
a part. This question regarding DNA com-
mercial databases is an example of how 
we are all ultimately connected. The ques-
tion also highlights once again that sci-
ence is moving faster than our ethical and 
moral understanding of the ramifi cations 
of applying this science in various uses. If 
the science is used to convict or to clear an 
individual of a crime, I think this is an eth-

ical use of the database. When it connects 
somebody who had once asked for their 
samples to remain anonymous, as in med-
ical research subjects or for sperm or egg 
donors, I think it is a breach of the original 
agreement. I think we have entered an age of 
discovery in science that will end the idea of 
an anonymous donation; we are indeed all 
connected.”

The Rev. Ray Lanning, a retired minister 
of the Reformed Presbyterian Church of 
North America, responds:

“Everyone should be concerned about the 
potential for misuse of personal data of any 
kind. This horse is long since out of the barn, 
however. The right to privacy is fast eroding 
under the buffeting winds of the informa-
tion age. Everyone with a device connected 
to the internet is supplying service providers 
with a very lucrative trove of personal infor-
mation. It’s best to assume that almost any-
one can fi nd out almost anything about you, 
one way or another, as long as it’s out there in 
cyberspace.

“Those who exercise their right to peace-
ful protest should assume that intelligence-
gathering agencies will want to know who 
they are. You should have the courage of 
your convictions. Count the potential cost, 
be willing to pay it, and then stand up and 
be counted.

“Anything you don’t want these agencies 
to know should not be fi led in an accessible 
place. The only violation of ethics would be 
if the intelligence were gathered for a sinis-
ter or illegal purpose. Contractual promises 
of confi dentiality can only be enforced by lit-
igation. Mere legal prohibitions, like techno-
logical ‘fi rewalls,’ will only inspire inventive 
minds to fi nd ways around them.”

Father Kevin Niehoff , O.P., a Domini-
can priest who serves as adjutant judi-
cial vicar, Diocese of Grand Rapids, 
responds:

“This question presupposes that we have 
any private information. We live in a world 
where nothing is private. Yes, the misuse of 
an individual’s information is never to be 
considered a good, but DNA, deoxyribonu-
cleic acid, is the ‘new’ fingerprint and has 
been for a long time. Let us also remember 
that DNA research is not always for nefari-
ous purposes.

“What is unclear about the ‘anonymous’ 
woman who was identifi ed through a DNA 
search is if the woman chose to be anony-
mous or not? Regardless, there are many 
unanswered questions regarding DNA data-
bases. Our information is always subject to 
misuse. Whether an individual’s DNA ought 
to be encrypted or not is a question our soci-
ety needs to answer.”

ETHICS & RELIGION TALK

Does misuse make collecting 
DNA samples unethical?

IF YOU GO

‘Character Gap’ Book 
Discussion Group

Group meets alternate Thursdays at 7 p.m. in 
Grand Rapids

More information: email interfaith@gvsu.edu

Leopold Socha helped a 
Jewish family survive the 
Holocaust in the sewers of 
Lvov, Poland. 

Krystyna Chiger was 7 
when her family fl ed into 
the sewers, and Socha’s 
encouragement and care 
helped save her life.

Areej Hazboun and Isabel Debre   Associated Press

H A I FA ,  I S R A E L  —  An art 
exhibit in Israel featuring a 
crucified Ronald McDonald 
has sparked protests by the 
country’s Arab Christian 
minority.

Hundreds of Christians 
calling for the removal of the 
sculpture, titled “McJesus,” 
demonstrated at the Haifa 
Museum of Art in the north-
ern city last week. Israeli 
police say rioters hurled a 
fi rebomb at the museum and 
threw stones that wounded 
three police offi  cers. Author-
ities dispersed the crowds 
with tear gas and stun gre-
nades.

Church representatives 
brought their grievances 
to the district court Mon-
day, demanding it order the 
removal of the exhibit’s most 
offensive items, including 
Barbie doll renditions of a 
bloodied Jesus and the Vir-
gin Mary.

Museum director Nis-
sim Tal said he was shocked 
at the sudden uproar, espe-
cially because the exhibit 
— intended to criticize what 
some view as society’s cult-
like worship of capitalism 
— had been on display for 
months. 

The protests appear to 
have been sparked by visitors 
sharing photos of the exhibit 
on social media.

Christians make up a tiny 
percentage of Israel’s Arab 
minority and say they face 
unique challenges.

“We need to understand 
that freedom of expres-
sion is interpreted in differ-
ent ways in different societ-
ies,” said Wadie Abu Nassar, 
an adviser to church leaders. 
“If this work was directed 
against non-Christians, the 
world would be turned upside 
down.”

Israeli Culture Minister 
Miri Regev, who has been 
accused of censorship for 
pushing legislation mandat-
ing national “loyalty” in art, 
also called for the removal of 
the “disrespectful” artwork.

The museum has refused 

to remove the artwork, saying 
that doing so would infringe 
on freedom of expression. But 
following the protests, it hung 
a curtain over the entrance 
to the exhibit and posted a 
sign saying the art was not 
intended to off end. 

“If we take the art down, 
the next day we’ll have pol-
iticians demanding we take 
other things down, and 
we’ll end up only with color-
ful pictures of fl owers in the 
museum,” Tal said.

But that did little to pla-
cate those who want the art-
work removed. A protester 
remained camped out in a 
tent at the museum Monday 
with a sign reading “Respect 
religions.” Police watched 
closely as local Christians 
complained to reporters in 
front of street signs spray-
painted with crosses and win-
dows still shattered from last 
week’s clashes. 

Jani Leinonen, the Finn-
ish artist behind “McJesus,” 
also has asked that it be taken 
down — but for a different 
reason.

He said he supports Boy-
cott, Divestment, Sanctions, 
or BDS, a Palestinian-led 
movement aimed at pressur-
ing Israel to change its poli-
cies toward the Palestinians. 

Tal said the museum won’t 
bow to religious or political 
pressure.

“We will be defending 
freedom of speech, freedom 
of art and freedom of culture, 
and will not take it down,” he 
said.

‘McJesus’ sculpture sparks outrage among Israel’s Christians

An artwork called “McJesus,” which was sculpted by Finnish 
artist Jani Leinonen and depicts a crucifi ed Ronald McDon-
ald, is seen on display Monday as part of the Haifa Museum 
of Art’s “Sacred Goods” exhibit in Israel.   AP

Self-Realization

www.grsrf.org

www.goodshepherdpres.com

www.grtumc.org

www.driveinchurch.org

89
45

90
1-
01

8974410-01

616.532.3118  
WWW.GRANDVILLEBIBLE.ORG

SUNDAY,
JANUARY 20TH 
6:00 PM

4122 44TH ST. SW
1 block North of Rivertown Pkwy; 
½ block West of Wilson

GRANDVILLE  
BIBLE CHURCH

gp_01_d_002_01_17_19.pdf   1 16-Jan-19   22:53:13


