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D2    T H U RS DAY, F E B RUA RY 7, 20 1 9    T H E  G RA N D  RA P I DS  P R ESS            

Kevin McIntosh   
Coordinator of Campus Interfaith Resources, Grand Valley State University

One of the great singers in America 
opened her beloved song “Greatest Love of 
All” with the line, “I believe the children 
are our future.” While I agree with Whitney 
Houston, I also think that this next genera-
tion is our present. 

In my role as the campus engagement 
manager at Kaufman Interfaith Institute 
and the coordinator of campus interfaith 
resources at Grand Valley State University, I 
have the privilege and honor of working with 
the next generation of leaders every day. I get 
asked a lot about why I decided to work with 
college students, and the reason is that they 
inspire me every day.  

College students push us to be and do 
better. They push back against structural 
inequalities that seek to separate us rather 
than unite us. In my four years working in 
higher education, I’ve thought more about 
my own role in creating a socially just world 
than I did in my undergraduate or graduate 
program, due to the conversations I’ve had 
with some of our student leaders.  

I’m reminded constantly that, as Eboo 
Patel puts it, colleges are civic laborato-
ries with people of diff erent races, genders, 
sexual orientations and, yes, even world-
views, living together in close proximity. I’m 
reminded that conversations of power, privi-
lege and so much more are happening in the 
classrooms, but also residence halls, cafete-
rias, gyms and on the quad. I believe that we 
should listen to the next generation and use 
their drive and passion to help us.

Students strive to build bridges of coop-
eration instead of barriers of division. Since 
2011, there has been a research project called 
the Interfaith Diversity Experiences and 
Attitudes Longitudinal Survey, or IDEALS. 
This survey has asked about 20,000 students 
at more than 100 diverse schools about their 
views on religion, secularism, spirituality 
and interfaith.  

In this study, researchers discovered that 
“two-thirds or more of the IDEALS cohort 
told us how important it is to them to have 
opportunities to get to know students of 
other religious and nonreligious perspec-
tives, opportunities to participate in com-
munity service with students of diverse reli-
gious and nonreligious perspectives, and 
the chance to take courses and participate 
in educational programs to help them learn 
about diff erent religious traditions around 
the world.”  

Interfaith student organizations across 
the country are hosting community service 
events, interfaith panels and other forms of 
demonstrations to show the world that they 
are better together than divided. Each year, 
the Interfaith Youth Core hosts hundreds 
of young people ready to develop and gain 
interfaith skills that will help them in the 
future.  

We are hearing from young people who 
use their worldviews to push for clean water, 
transformed tragedies into moments of rec-
onciliation and create interfaith councils in 
their communities. While we might lump 
millennials and Gen Z as the next genera-
tion, I’m reminded time and time again that 
the next generation is our present. 

REAL-WORLD EXAMPLES
These interfaith leaders teach us how to 

build bridges. It might come from some-
one like Alley LoPrete, a senior at Hope Col-
lege, who so wanted to talk about interfaith 
that she helped start the interfaith student 
group at Hope. She continued her drive to do 
interfaith work by studying in the country 
of Oman, where she actively looked at Chris-
tian-Muslim dialogue. In her time there, she 
continued to think about how to authenti-
cally live in a pluralistic society.  

Or, it could be someone like Allie Egrin 
who, as the president of Hillel at Grand Val-

ley State University, decided she wanted 
her organization to respond to the Tree 
of Life synagogue shooting in Pittsburgh. 
So they sponsored an interfaith Shabbat 
dinner where people from different tra-
ditions could learn more about Judaism. 
She reached out to Muslims, evangelical 
Christians, secular humanists and many 
more, and together they broke bread and 
learned more about one another so that 
they could curtail religious oppression at 
their school.  

It could be someone like Tuba Jaherun, 
a sophomore at Calvin College and one 
of a few Muslim students at this Chris-
tian Reformed college.  Recently at 
an interfaith panel, she spoke out and 
explained what it meant to be a member 
of a minority faith at a Christian school. 
Tuba spoke about trying to carve time out 
to pray, struggling to fi nd halal food and 
some of the other challenges and oppor-
tunities she has had there.  

Time and time again, these students, 
and many others I work with, have such 
insight to learn from. I know that the West 
Michigan and international interfaith 
community are in amazing hands with 
folks like them as leaders.

The Kaufman Interfaith Institute’s 
mission is to go beyond tolerance, towards 
radical hospitality, understanding, 
respect and acceptance. I truly believe lis-
tening to our college students will help us 
towards this vision. 

It could be, in the words of Tuba, that 
we shouldn’t “make someone feel less 
than you because they are diff erent.” Or 
it could be the words of Allie at the GVSU 
Tree of Life vigil, where she shared what 
she told her Sunday school students: “they 
should be proud of their heritage, have 
pride in who they are, love their neigh-
bor and fi ll the world with love.” Or in the 
words of Alley at Hope, when she writes 
that great interfaith programs help find 
the “peace amongst university students 
and the community around them, and 
teach them to find the same wherever 
they go.” 

These college students already know 
that we need to move from a stage of tol-
erance to a stage of acceptance.  I’m so 
excited that these three remarkable 
women will be sharing their insights with 
us in a couple of weeks at our Abrahamic 
Dinner. It is a fi tting event to celebrate and 
honor these young leaders.  

In our diverse religious, spiritual and 
secular traditions, we have numerous 
examples of the next generation leading 
us. My question to you is, will we listen to 
them once again? 

interfaith@gvsu.edu  

INTERFAITH INSIGHT

A generation shift: Listening 
to today’s college students

Rabbi David Krishef   ethicsandreligiontalk@gmail.com

BKapera wonders, “Why is 
drug abuse said to be a moral 
problem?”

The Rev. Sandra Nikkel, head pastor of 
Conklin Reformed Church, responds:

“Drug abuse is definitely connected to 
a moral problem. It is a selfish way to find 
relief from: anxiety, depression, loneliness, 
insecurity, pain, etc. — without consider-
ing its impact on our health or on our loved 
ones. This shortcut will never provide the 
relief that the person is looking for. God has 
provided us with good coping skills to the 
challenges and disappointments of life and 
we would be wise to seek him out for help. 
‘Come to me, all you who are weary and bur-
dened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke 
upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle 
and humble in heart, and you will fi nd rest 
for your souls. For my yoke is easy and my 
burden is light.’ (Matthew 11:28-30).”

The Rev. Colleen Squires, minister at All 
Souls Community Church of West Mich-
igan, a Unitarian Universalist congrega-
tion, responds:

“While I know some feel that drug abuse 
is a moral problem, I do not see it as a moral 
failing if someone becomes addicted to 
drugs or alcohol. A person who has suf-
fered a trauma or endured abuse, or strug-
gles with depression, or has low self-esteem 
may turn to drugs or alcohol to help numb 
the pain. Other support systems may have 
failed or not been made available to this per-
son. Judge not least ye be judged.

“I do see the long-growing use and abuse 
of drugs and alcohol in the country as a 
moral failing of our society. I would much 
rather live in a world that creates programs 
and support systems to help those most in 
need and most vulnerable. For example, I 
have yet to understand why anyone would be 
against universal health care for everyone. 
This would affi  rm everyone’s inherent worth 
and dignity. Instead, we now see GoFundMe 
campaigns where our friends are left to beg 
for help to save their lives. For me, that is the 
moral problem.”

Father Michael Nasser, who writes from 
an Eastern Christian perspective and is 
pastor of St. Nicholas Orthodox Chris-
tian Church, responds:

“Those who say drug abuse is purely a 
moral problem are only seeing one part of 
this truly complex situation. While it’s true 
that in many cases drug abuse begins with 
one’s refusal to both follow the laws of the 
land and live a sober and upright life, it is 
not always the case. We see this in the tragic 
and growing opioid epidemic, which often 

begins not with a moral failing, but with
somebody following their doctor’s advice
and taking  prescribed pain-relieving med-
ication. And even if drug abuse does begin
with a moral lapse, the process of addiction
always is much more than just someone
making bad choices. Addiction can have a
moral component, but has very real physi-
ological and emotional components that go
beyond the sphere of morality.

“If we are going to make progress with the
growing scourge of drug abuse in our soci-
ety, we must look at the problem accurately.
This includes a moral component — which,
unfortunately, our society is less and less
comfortable doing — but also in the com-
plexity of its reality in all its human dimen-
sions.”

The Rev. Ray Lanning, a retired minister 
of the Reformed Presbyterian Church of 
North America, responds:

“It has taken Christians a long time to
understand that substance abuse (alco-
hol, drugs, prescription meds, etc.) is prob-
lematic in many ways, and not just a moral
or sin problem. We need to understand the
bio-chemistry involved, the psychological
and emotional needs that drive such abuse,
and the dire personal and social impacts and
costs. It is simply not enough to say that such
abuse is sin, and abusers should repent.

“But we fail in our duty to our neigh-
bor if we do not point out that serious sin
is involved, whether it be the self-harm,
the damage done to loved ones or the sheer
waste of fi nancial and human resources. The
momentary thrill of the ‘high’ is followed by
a deep sense of loss and guilt. That empti-
ness and guilt drive the abuser onward in his
endless cycle of highs and lows. 

“Christ came into the world to ransom
his people from such bondage of body and
soul. Faith in Christ empowers repentance
from sin and obedience to God’s command-
ments. This is the royal road to true freedom,
personal wholeness and human fulfi llment.
‘The chief end of man is to glorify God, and
to enjoy Him forever’ (Shorter Catechism, Q.
1).”

Father Kevin Niehoff , O.P., a Dominican 
priest who serves as adjutant judicial 
vicar, Diocese of Grand Rapids, responds 
(abridged):

“‘Drugs that have a therapeutic pur-
pose are allowed but the use of illegal drugs
infl icts very grave damage on human health
and life’ (Catechism of the Catholic Church,
p. 552). … Life with God is the sole end to
human existence, and to abuse one’s body by
using not only drugs, but also alcohol, food,
sex, tobacco, etc., diminish human beings.”

ETHICS & RELIGION TALK

Why is drug abuse said 
to be a moral problem?

Nicole Winfi eld and Aya Batrawy   Associated Press

The soft hymns of “Hallelujah” boomed 
from speakers Tuesday as Pope Francis cel-
ebrated the fi rst papal Mass in the Arabian 
Peninsula for about 180,000 people, cap-
ping a visit to the United Arab Emirates that 
emphasized the presence of minority Chris-
tians in the region and a greater understand-
ing with Islam.

It was considered to be the largest display 
of public worship by Christians on the penin-
sula, the birthplace of Islam. A large, golden-
hued cross on an all-white stage provided a 
simple and profound backdrop.

The Mass at Zayed Sports City Stadium, 
named for the founding father of the UAE, 
drew Catholics from 100 countries, includ-
ing the Philippines, India, Sri Lanka, Nigeria, 
Uganda and Lebanon, refl ecting the range of 
nationalities drawn to the Emirates’ promise 
of jobs, safety and tolerance.

Cheers erupted inside and outside the 
stadium when Francis arrived and looped 
through the crowd in his open-sided pope-
mobile, with chants of “Viva il Papa” and “We 
love you!” Yellow and white Vatican flags 
decorated the stadium, and smaller versions 
were handed out to worshippers inside.

Vatican spokesman Alessandro Gisotti 
said about 180,000 people attended, with 
135,000 tickets distributed for spots inside 
and outside the stadium to throngs eager for 
a glimpse of the pope.

Also in attendance were about 4,000 Mus-
lims — evidence of the enormous diversity 
and emphasis for interreligious tolerance 
that the UAE promotes among the country’s 
9 million people. 

The Mass came a day after the pope 
joined hands with Sheikh Ahmed el-Tayeb, 
the grand imam of Al-Azhar, the more than 
1,000-year-old seat of learning in Sunni 
Islam, to produce a joint appeal for Christian 
and Muslim leaders to work together to pro-
mote peace and reject war. 

ABU DHABI, UNITED ARAB EMIRATES

Pope caps visit to Arabian 
Peninsula with historic Mass

IF YOU GO

Abrahamic Dinner

Theme: “Listening to New Voices: The Next 
Generation Speaks”

When: 6 p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 20

Where: St Nicholas Orthodox Church, 2250 
E. Paris Ave. SE

Information and registration: interfaithun-
derstanding.org

Kevin McIntosh is campus 
engagement manager 
at GVSU’s Kaufman 
Interfaith Institute and 
coordinator of campus 
interfaith resources.

College students push us to be and do better.
Pope Francis waves to the crowd Tuesday as 
he arrives in the Sheikh Zayed Sports City 
Stadium to celebrate a mass in Abu Dhabi, 
United Arab Emirates. The pontiff   concluded 
his visit to the Arabian Peninsula with the 
fi rst-ever papal Mass in the region.   AP photo s

Vatican fl ags are waved by people as they 
wait for the arrival of Pope Francis at the 
Sheikh Zayed Sports City Stadium.
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