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D2    T H U RS DAY, O CTO B E R  4, 20 1 8    T H E  G RA N D  RA P I DS  P R ESS            

Doug Kindschi   
Director, Kaufman Interfaith Institute

“I am an American Muslim 
from India. My adolescence 

was a series of rejections, one after another, 
of the various dimensions of my heritage, 
in the belief that America, India and Islam 
could not coexist within the same being. If 
I wanted to be one, I could not be the other.”

So wrote Eboo Patel in the story of his life 
as recounted in his fi rst book, “Acts of Faith.” 
Patel is today one of the major leaders of the 
interfaith movement, founder and president 
of the Interfaith Youth Core, and author of 
fi ve other books, including his latest, “Out 
of Many Faiths: Religious Diversity and the 
American Promise.”

As a Muslim who grew up in an affl  uent 
Chicago suburb, his story helps us under-
stand how alienation can occur, as well as 
how we can find ways to build bridges of 
understanding. While his life story could 
have moved from alienation to radicaliza-
tion, he instead realized that his heroes 
— Martin Luther King Jr., Dorothy Day, 
Mahatma Gandhi and the Dalai Lama — 
were people of deep religious faith and that 
they were from diff erent religious traditions.

He also noted they all began their life’s 
work while still very young, in their 20s. Fol-
lowing his completion of a Ph.D. at Oxford 
University as a Rhodes Scholar, Patel focused 
his life’s work not as a professor, but as the 
founder of the Interfaith Youth Core, which 
now has programs in hundreds of colleges 
and universities around the country. In a 
short video — bit.ly/Eboo-video — Patel dis-
cusses the challenge of combining democ-
racy with diversity and warns against the 
threat of religious violence. 

Patel points to what he calls the “faith 
line.” It is not a line dividing Christians and 
Muslims or Jews and Hindus, or even a line 
between those with religious faith and those 
who affi  rm their values in secular terms. It 
is the line between religious extremists and 
those committed to building a society where 
all can flourish. It is the line between the 
attitude that only my people should domi-
nate and the attitude of loving your neigh-
bor.

Patel not only explains how alienation can 
lead to violence, but also how violence can 
be found in the scriptures of most major reli-
gious traditions. Some people read scripture 
and fi nd reasons to kill; others read the same 
scripture and fi nd reasons to love. 

To think scripture in any tradition can be 
read apart from context or interpretation is 
a profound misunderstanding. As Patel puts 
it: “There are several layers of meaning to 
any religious text: the explicit, the contex-
tual and the symbolic, to name just a few. A 
religious text comes to life through its inter-
preters. Violence committed in the name of 
a religion is really violence emanating from 
the heart of a particular interpreter.”

Patel sees that extremists prey on the 
alienation of young people and on their 
desire to have a clear identity and make an 
impact. He built the Interfaith Youth Core on 
a similar principle, but for good, not for vio-
lence. He sees that service is a commitment 
that can appeal to young people, and that by 
doing service in an interfaith setting, one 
is given the opportunity to make an impact 
and be a part of something bigger than one-
self. 

In America, the most religiously diverse 
nation in the world, the challenge is to affi  rm 
our individual faith commitments and tra-
ditions while not insisting all other faiths 
must be eliminated from our common life 
together. Traditionally, this has been done 
by an attitude of mere tolerance — “live 
and let live.” Just as we separate church and 
state, we separate our religious commit-
ments from the rest of our lives together. 
Someone compared it to riding on an ele-
vator: We are aware of people around us, 
but we do everything possible to avoid any 
kind of interaction. Patel says that engaging 
with others about faith permits each of us to 

discuss our own faith understanding and 
thereby grow in that faith.

As we learn about the other, we also 
learn more about who we are as religious 
people. That has certainly been my own 
experience as I have engaged others in our 
community as well as in other countries. I 
have learned much about them and, at the 
same time, been challenged to learn more 
about my own faith and probe deeper into 
my own understanding.

Patel reconnected to Islam and became 
an interfaith leader to help “write the next 
chapter in the inspiring story of American 
religious pluralism.” He challenges us to do 
what he did, educate ourselves about diff er-
ent belief systems, fi nd what we can admire 
about those traditions and then learn how 
to work together to improve our communi-
ties and our world. 

He gives us the image of a potluck din-
ner, not the melting pot. “The melting pot 
says we’re going to eliminate distinctive-
ness, but a potluck says we should bring 
something to the big, open table that wel-
comes different contributions from com-
munities, and that’s the way the nation 
feasts.”

The interfaith movement — indeed the 
world — can be thankful that Eboo Patel 
moved beyond a potential alienation and 
found his mission in seeking pluralism, 
and in developing a vibrant program that 
focuses on youth and commitment to ser-
vice. We are pleased that Eboo Patel will be 
coming to West Michigan on Nov. 14 and 15, 
speaking in both Allendale and Grand 
Rapids. He is one of the featured speakers 
at our triennial Jewish-Christian-Muslim 
Dialogue.

The challenge is before us: Will diversity 
lead to confl ict, alienation and violence, or 
can we build on our religious commitment 
and our values to create a diverse society 
where all can fl ourish?  Let us take up this 
alternate narrative and seek understand-
ing, acceptance and peace.

interfaith@gvsu.edu
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Eboo Patel went from 
alienation to leadership

Research assistants work in a Lima, Peru, lab in June. Companies are 
developing lab-grown meat, raising the controversial possibility of growing 
human fl esh for consumption.   Cris Bouroncle, AFP/Getty Images

Rabbi David Krishef   
ethicsandreligiontalk@gmail.com

Several companies are 
deep into development of lab-

grown meat. It is made by taking a sample of 
the animal’s muscle tissue and growing lay-
ers of muscle and fat in a lab environment. It 
is meat — but no animals are harmed in its 
production.

What if a human being donated cells to 
such a production facility. Would it be ethi-
cal to consume lab-grown human fl esh?

The Rev. Ray Lanning, a retired min-
ister of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church of North America, responds:

“Breaking news! As of Aug. 28 of this 
year, it is not lawful to identify lab-grown 
animal tissue as ‘meat,’ at least in the state 
of Missouri. Violators may be fi ned $1,000 
and imprisoned for a year. No doubt other 
states will soon follow where Missouri has 
led the way. Human fl esh or tissue grown 
in a lab could not be called ‘meat,’ since by 
defi nition, ‘meat’ is ‘animal fl esh as food.’

“Eating human flesh is a violation of 
God’s revealed will for mankind. In the 
beginning, God gave our forebears per-
mission to eat all vegetables and the fruit 
of every tree in Eden but one (Genesis 1:29-
30 and 2:16-17). After the fl ood, this permis-
sion was extended to ‘every living thing 
that moveth’ (Genesis 9:3). But there is one 
kind of ‘living thing’ whose life is to be safe-
guarded by all, and whose death must be 
sorely punished, namely, human beings: 
‘For in the image of God made he man’ 
(Genesis 9:6). This great exception will 
stand until the end of time.”

Fred Stella, the pracharak (outreach 
minister) for the West Michigan Hindu 
Temple, responds:

“Yum! Fire up that grill, baby! We’re hav-
ing leg of Lutheran tonight.

“Actually, I can’t fathom that there is a 
market for this. I pray there isn’t. I mean, if 
any of the Donner party survivors were still 
alive, you might get some takers. But seri-
ously? Since the Hindu tradition encour-
ages vegetarianism (although personal diet 
choices are respected) we would probably 
eschew this opportunity. 

“I recall that the question was brought 
up to some scholars about lab-grown beef. 
The consensus was that even though no 
animal life was taken, it would not be 
advised. We ascribe to foods certain attri-
butes that we imbibe when we eat them. 
Things like fruits are satvic (pure). Some 
vegetables, eggs and fi sh are rajasic (acti-
vating). Meat is always tamasic (lethargic), 
regardless of its source. 

“That said, I do hope that nutritional 
science does finally perfect this method 
for harvesting  animal meat. Besides being 
more humane, it will contribute a great 
deal to the slowing, and perhaps reversal, 

of climate change. The raising of animals for 
human consumption in factory farms is one 
of the major contributors to our current sit-
uation.”

The Rev. Colleen Squires, minister at All 
Souls Community Church of West Mich-
igan, a Unitarian Universalist Congrega-
tion, responds:

“I found this question quite curious 
because it would never occur to me. I hon-
estly admit having to Google if eating 
human fl esh was a healthy alternative to eat-
ing other foods. It turns out eating human 
fl esh is not healthy due to mutated proteins 
called prions. These prions, if consumed, 
can lead to disease. So, for that reason, I 
would fi nd this behavior unethical. As a soci-
ety, we need to stop creating and consuming 
products that can cause harm to our health 
or to our environment’s health.”

R. Scot Miller, who writes from an Ana-
baptist and Quaker Christian perspec-
tive, responds: 

“From a strictly Christian and sectarian 
perspective, any fl esh produced through a 
creative process that fundamentally takes 
control over outcomes that apparently vio-
late the natural process (excluding natural 
anomalies that occur within the process) 
displays a lack of faith and stewardship. In 
fact, it tends to promote anthropocentric 
outcomes that eschew sacrifice of life and 
the necessity of relationship as a means of 
valuing our sources of sustenance. One must 
know God, and one knows God through 
experience of created order. To take control 
of outcomes related to this experiential order 
is to re-defi ne providence, and in fact, cre-
ation.

“In my opinion, it would be disastrous to 
consider lab-grown human fl esh as a dietary 
product. We have plenty of problems with 
identity, resisting created order and star-
vation without genetically reproducing 
humans for any reason. Once we begin to 
identify human fl esh as a consumable prod-
uct, we not only violate important taboos 
that serve to protect our dignity, we violate 
the expectation that all humans are of worth 
in and of themselves, rather than a slave to 
the desires of human consumptions and 
greed. 

“We might do well as humans to begin 
insisting on a level of enacted sacrifi ce, such 
as hunting or raising stock for dietary con-
sumption before being able to ethically eat 
meat. To avoid the fact of killing when con-
suming flesh is unethical. One would be 
more credible in finding plant sources of 
protein and other dietary needs rather than 
fi nd a way that redefi nes fl esh as non-being. 
I love beef, but if I can’t raise it and slaugh-
ter it, I’ll take a side salad. No women or chil-
dren on the menu, please.”
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Would it be ethical to eat 
lab-grown human fl esh?

Eboo Patel, founder of Interfaith Youth 
Core, speaks in 2008 in Culver City, Cali-
fornia. Patel, an American Muslim of India 
descent, is an author and leader of the 
interfaith movement.   Stephen Shugerman, 
Getty Images

IF YOU GO

Jewish-Christian-Muslim Dialogue

When: Nov. 14 and 15

Where: Kirkhof Center, 10670 S. Campus Drive, 
Allendale (fi rst day); and Eberhard Center, 301 
Fulton St. W., Grand Rapids (second day)

Ben Finley   Associated Press

V I R G I N I A  B E A C H ,  VA .  —  A Christian 
TV network is entering the crowded world 
of 24-hour news broadcasting at a time 
when the mainstream news media is under 
increasing attack by President Donald 
Trump and some of his supporters, many of 
them evangelicals.

The Christian Broadcasting Network’s 
news channel will provide a religious per-
spective that other channels lack, CEO Gor-
don Robertson told The Associated Press 
in an interview before the network’s formal 
launch Monday.

The CBN News Channel, to air on local tele-
vision stations in 15 U.S. cities, will produce 
original programming and commentary on 
everything from the power of prayer to Jus-

tin Bieber’s faith and Christian persecution 
in the Middle East, Robertson said last week.

Robertson, son of evangelist Pat Robert-
son, said he wants the channel to bring peo-
ple together. But it is making its debut in an 
increasingly fractured media landscape and 
divided nation. Trump sometimes uses evan-
gelical outlets to reach supporters, while 
shunning other news outlets.  

For the past two decades, CBN has pro-
duced shows and run them on the ABC Fam-
ily channel, now known as Freeform, as well 
as CBN’s own online platforms.

Many of those shows will run on the new 
channel, which is airing on the sub-channels 
that local stations started broadcasting after 
switching to a digital signal. 

Christian network enters 
world of 24-hour TV news

Self-Realization

www.grsrf.org

www.goodshepherdpres.com

www.grtumc.org

www.driveinchurch.org

84
67

12
1-
01


