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D2    T H U RS DAY, N OV E M B E R  2 9, 20 1 8    T H E  G RA N D  RA P I DS  P R ESS            

Larycia Hawkins, shown in an image from the documentary “Same God.” 
A former Wheaton College professor, Hawkins left the school after a contro-
versial Facebook post expressing solidarity with Muslims generated back-
lash.   Submitted by Linda Midgette

Kyle Kooyers   
Program Manager, Kaufman Interfaith Institute

For many in the Chris-
tian community, the season 
of Advent, which leads up to 
Christmas, is a time of wait-
ing, of longing, and of expec-
tation for the birth of Jesus. 
Many will mark the sea-
son with candle-lit Advent 
wreaths, calendars filled 
with treats that count down 
until Christmas, and, of 
course, loads of frantic deco-
rating and gift-wrapping. 

For some, it is a time to 
acknowledge the darkness in 
our world, to see the need for 
light and love, and to prayer-
fully invest themselves in 
caring for the lives of peo-
ple around them — just as, 
according to the Christian 
faith, God was embodied 
in the person of Jesus who 
entirely invested himself for 
the sake of the world. 

Amid the Advent season 
of 2015, as Islamophobic 
rhetoric was on the rise, Dr. 
Larycia Hawkins made such 
a decision to invest herself in 
solidarity with the Muslim 
community out of a  commit-
ment to her Christian faith. 
At the time, Hawkins was 
teaching political science as 
the fi rst tenured female Afri-
can-American professor at 
Wheaton College, an evan-
gelical Christian school near 
Chicago. Desiring to show 
support for Muslim women, 
Hawkins posted a photo of 
herself wearing a hijab (head 
covering) on Facebook. 

“ I  l o v e  m y  M u s -
l i m  ne i g hb or  b e c au s e 
s/he deserves love by virtue 
of his/her human dignity,” 
her post read. “I stand in reli-
gious solidarity with Mus-
lims because they, like me, a 
Christian, are people of the 
book. And as Pope Francis 
stated last week, we worship 
the same God.”

For her, words a lone 
were not enough. Tangible 
actions must accompany 
those thoughts and prayers 
on a deep level of personal 
investment. In other words, 
beliefs and statements do 
not amount to much unless 
we are willing to stake some-
thing on them.     

“(A)s I tell my students, 
theoretical solidarity is not 
solidarity at all. Thus, begin-
ning tonight my solidar-
ity has become embodied 
solidarity,” she wrote. “As a 
part of my Advent Worship, I 
will wear the hijab to work at 
Wheaton College, to play in 
Chi-town, in the airport and 
on the airplane to my home 
state that initiated one of the 
first anti-Sharia laws (read: 
unconstitutional and Islam-
ophobic), and at church.”

With the advice and bless-
ing of her friends and col-
leagues at the Council on 
American-Islamic Rela-
tions, Hawkins put herself 
into visible solidarity with 
many Muslim women in the 
U.S. This investment proved 
quite costly. The post gar-
nered fi erce opposition and 
backlash, generating many 
fiercely divisive arguments 
within the wider Chris-
tian community. Within a 

few days of the Facebook 
post, the provost of Whea-
ton suspended her and pro-
ceeded to push for termina-
tion of her tenure. She and 
the school parted ways by 
means of a joint statement 
later in February. 

In her new documentary, 
“Same God,” producer and 
director Linda Midgette — 
herself a Wheaton alumna 
— tells the story of Hawkins’ 
journey, and how her fel-
low alumni and the broader 
evangelical community were 
so polarized and divided 
around this statement and 
act of solidarity. 

“Some, like me, couldn’t 
understand the uproar. Oth-
ers really wanted her gone,” 
Midgette said in her inter-
view with me. “It became 
very clear that there was 
a major split taking place 
within evangelicalism that 
somehow this story was cap-
turing. That split is what I 
wanted to explore.”

The documentary, which 
has received a tremendous 
reception from Muslim, Jew-
ish and interfaith communi-
ties, explores issues of sys-
temic racism and fear of “the 
other” which often become 
conflated with theological 
purity and practice. It pro-
vides both a challenge and 
inspiration that we can and 
must do better in the work of 
loving our neighbor.    

“I want people to under-
stand that at the end of the 
day, love is more important 
than theology.” Midgette 
said. “The fi lm explores the 
theological issues associated 
with the idea that ‘Chris-
tians and Muslims worship 
the same God,’ and that’s a 
great question, one worthy 
of exploration. However, the 
answer to that question is 
not as important as how we 
treat those with whom we 
disagree. We can have amaz-
ing theology but, without 
love of the other, it is worth-
less. That is a central point of 
the fi lm, and the one I hope 
people are left with.” 

The tag line of the film, 
“Embodied solidarity comes 
at a price,” speaks to the 
risk that comes at the cross-
roads of theology and love. 

Care for a neighbor does 
not negate the importance 
of stated beliefs and con-
victions, though the arc of 
history shows that it has 
infl uenced the way people 
understand them. Rather, 
stated beliefs ought to 
result in care for a neigh-
bor in ways that are disrup-
tive to tribalism, to closed 
spheres and echo cham-
bers, to compartmental-
ized identity groups and 
even the labels of partisan 
politics. 

“It’s basically the heart 
of the Christian Gospel. 
If you believe that Jesus 
was God, then you believe 
that God himself came 
in ‘embodied solidarity’ 
through Jesus, and paid 
the ultimate price for it,” 
Midgette said. “I can’t 
claim to follow Christ if 
I am not willing to sacri-
fi ce my own body, my own 
power, and my own ‘rights’ 
for the other.  

“That’s a tough message, 
but one that I have come to 
believe is the only way out 
of this polarized, angry, 
violent mess of a world in 
which we are living right 
now. … When you see some-
one like Dr. Hawkins, who 
is living that out in her life, 
you see how healing and 
inspiring it is to the entire 
world.  We need more of 
that right now. ”

At 6 p.m. Wednesday, 
there will be a screening of 
“Same God” at Celebration! 
Cinema North, followed by 
a panel discussion featur-
ing Hawkins and Midgette. 
Specially priced tickets are 
$5 and must be purchased 
in advance at interfaithun-
derstanding.org.  

L et  u s c ont i nue to 
explore what embodied 
solidarity might look like 
across our West Michi-
gan community as we seek 
healing and peace together.

interfaith@gvsu.edu

INTERFAITH INSIGHT

Religious solidarity with 
the ‘other’ can carry a price

Rabbi David Krishef   
ethicsandreligiontalk@
gmail.com

How do I forgive myself for 
the terrible things I’ve done?

The Rev. Sandra Nikkel, head pastor of 
Conklin Reformed Church, responds:

“It takes courage to admit to wrongdo-
ing, but it takes more courage to forgive 
oneself. We need the courage to accept 
God’s forgiveness and believe that he will 
not hold this sin against us. This is where 
faith is needed. Because we seldom expe-
rience this kind of unconditional love, we 
need faith to believe that in Jesus Christ, 
God promises the full forgiveness of our 
sins and cleansing from all unrighteous-
ness. Here is what he promises to do for 
us if we confess our sins: ‘If we confess our 
sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive 
us our sins and purify us from all unrigh-
teousness’ (1 John 1:9).”

Father Michael Nasser, who writes from 
an Eastern Christian perspective and is 
pastor of St. Nicholas Orthodox Chris-
tian Church, responds:

“We are always encouraged to forgive 
all, principally by the inspiration of follow-
ing Christ’s example of ultimate and com-
plete forgiveness shown from the cross. 
In our view, as expressed most eloquently 
by St. Paul in his Epistles, what we could 
not achieve under the Old Testament law 
through the call to obedience and duty, we 
can achieve through the power of knowing 
how powerfully we are loved by God. 

“This high calling to love and forgive 
does not exclude ourselves. Even if forgiv-
ing ourselves is harder than forgiving any-
one else, we do not put ourselves above our 
Lord and Creator. We repent of our own 
lapses of love and virtue, meaning we both 
acknowledge the wrongness of those lapses 
and also commit ourselves to going in a dif-
ferent direction. Then God off ers us his love 
and forgiveness, and we humble ourselves 
to receive it. We learn from his love for us 
how to love ourselves. We forgive ourselves 
because he forgives us.”

Father Kevin Niehoff , O.P., a Domini-
can priest who serves as adjutant judi-
cial vicar, Diocese of Grand Rapids, 
responds:

“The Roman Catholic Church provides a 
beautiful prayer of absolution. The prayer 
is: ‘God the Father of mercies, through the 
death and resurrection of the Son, has rec-
onciled the world to himself for the for-
giveness of sins. Through the ministry of 
the Church may God grant you pardon and 
peace, and I absolve you from your sins, in 
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Spirit. Amen.’

“God is the grantor of forgiveness, and 
God is freely and generously merciful. The 
problem is that the fi nite or human mind 
does not forget, while the infi nite wipes the 

slate clean after each confession of sins.
“Once someone has confessed his or her

sins and I recite the prayer of absolution
above, the slate is clean … God has forgotten.
The best way to forgive one’s self is to ask
God for forgiveness and then pray to God to
help forgive one’s self.”

The Rev. Colleen Squires, minister at All 
Souls Community Church of West Mich-
igan, a Unitarian Universalist Congrega-
tion, responds:

“On my 24th birthday my father called
to wish me a happy birthday. I was with my
friends celebrating and I almost did not take
the call. When I got on the phone my father
told me he was in the hospital because ear-
lier that day he had a stroke driving to work.
He would not let anyone tell me because he
did not want to spoil my birthday. The next
morning my father died. To this day I re-live
the ‘what ifs’ if I had not taken that phone
call. Even though I took the call, I still live
with my regret of coming so close to having
missed the last time I could have spoken to
my dad; it would have been the greatest regret
in my life.

“I think we are all human and therefore we
will make mistakes, large and at times terrible
mistakes. Facing these events head on, own-
ing them, learning from them is the best path
to self-forgiveness. And if we are ever given a
second chance, hopefully we will make dif-
ferent and better choices. When I come to
the end of my life, I hope I will have forgiven
myself for all the mistakes that I have made,
but, more importantly, I hope I will have lived
a life with as few regrets as possible.”

My response:
Take these steps to forgiveness:
1. Make a list of the things you have in

mind.
2. If they involve other people, go to them

and apologize, sincerely and uncondition-
ally.

3. Make restitution, if appropriate and
possible.

4. Take the burden to God and repent sin-
cerely and unconditionally.

5. Do not repeat the behavior.
And fi nally, doing good things will help

you forgive yourself for being the person you
once were by proving to yourself that you are
diff erent. So give charity. Worship in com-
munity. Invite people over for a Sabbath
meal. Volunteer somewhere.

ETHICS & RELIGION TALK

How can you forgive 
yourself for doing wrong?

“It takes courage to 
admit to wrongdoing, 
but it takes more courage 
to forgive oneself.”
The Rev. Sandra Nikkel

Kyle Kooy-
ers, program 
manager for 
the Kaufman 
Interfaith 
Institute

IF YOU GO

‘Same God’ 
documentary screening

When: 6 p.m. Wednesday

Where: Celebration! Cinema 
North, 2121 Celebration Drive 
NE

Cost: $6; purchase tickets at 
interfaithunderstanding.org

   Associated Press

I S L A M A B A D  —  Pakistan’s foreign min-
ister says his government has decided to 
open a new cross-border corridor to allow 
minority Sikh pilgrims from neighboring 
India to visit their temple of worship in 
Pakistan.

Shah Mahmood Qureshi said Thursday 
that the country’s Prime Minister Imran 
Khan will lay the foundation stone next 
week for construction to begin on the 
Kartarpura Crossing in the eastern Punjab 

province.
Pakistan and India have a history of bitter

relations. They have fought three of their two
wars over disputed Kashmir since gaining
independence from Britain in 1947. The lat-
est move by Islamabad could help improve
ties between the two sides.

Pakistan used to be home to a large Sikh
population but most left for India during the
1947 partition. Only a few thousand remain
in Pakistan.

Pakistan to open new border 
entry for Indian Sikh pilgrims
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3 SHOWS NIGHTLY 7PM, 7:30PM & 8PM
Signing for the deaf on Friday Dec. 7 & Saturday Dec. 8

FREE No tickets necessary 

December 7, 8, & 9


