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B2    T H U RS DAY, M AY 24, 20 1 8    T H E  G RA N D  RA P I DS  P R ESS        

Rabbi David Krishef   
ethicsandreligion@gmail.com

Jim V. asks, “What is your education and 
training requirements for ordination?”

Doug Van Doren, the pastor of Plymouth United 
Church of Christ, responds:

“In the United Church of Christ, the minimum educa-
tional requirement for ordination are a four-year under-
graduate degree, followed by a three-year master’s of 
divinity degree , and generally a year of internship and/or 
a Clinical Pastoral Education program (an intensive, super-
vised practicum.) In addition to the educational require-
ments, to actually be ordained, one must demonstrate 
knowledge of denominational history and polity; submit, 
defend and have accepted an ordination paper delineat-
ing one’s theology and sense of call; pass an in-depth psy-
chological exam; receive a call requiring ordination; and 
receive a positive vote from local church delegates of the 
regional setting of the church.”

The Rev. Ray Lanning, a retired minister of the 
Reformed Presbyterian Church of North America, 
responds:

“Presbyterianism has always promoted education 
for all and insisted on a well-educated ministry as non-
negotiable. There are slight variations from one denomina-
tion to another, but in general Presbyterian and Reformed 
churches require a bachelor’s degree from an accredited 
college or university and a master of divinity degree from 
an accredited theological seminary. Many require at least 
a year of supervised work or ‘internship’ in a local church 
as well. The process can take as long as 7 to 10 years to com-
plete. These requirements may be waived only in excep-
tional cases. Candidates for the ministry must also undergo 
thorough examination of doctrine, life and motives in a 
court or assembly of the church, usually the local presby-
tery or classis.”

Fred Stella, the Pracharak (Outreach Minister) for the 
West Michigan Hindu Temple, responds:

“For those called to be priests, it can mean either years 
of seminary (known as a gurukul), or the training can be 
passed down within a family. These efforts can take as 
many as 10 years to complete. One must master Sanskrit, 
become profi cient at performing various rituals and (we 
hope) lead an exemplary life.

“The other option is to become a monastic. Similar to 
Western monasteries, men and women enter an ashram 
for years of training. Monks and nuns are taught spiritual 
practices such as meditation and ways to cultivate devo-
tion. They are often the ones who teach the laity the scrip-
tures and philosophy of the religion. When the ashram 
superiors feel that the candidate has matured appropri-
ately, he or she is then considered a member of the ancient 
order of swamis.

“I, personally, was ordained as a Pracharak, which is 
similar to a chaplain, by our local temple. I did not go 
through a formal preparation process, but was accepted on 
the merits of over 30 years of study and practice.”

The Rev. Colleen Squires, minister at All Souls 
Community Church of West Michigan, a Unitarian 
Universalist Congregation, responds:

“To become an ordained Unitarian Universalist minis-
ter, a person must earn a master’s of divinity degree from 
an accredited seminary. This usually takes three years 
to complete. One must also complete one year of Clinical 
Pastoral Education, aka hospital chaplaincy training, and 
one year full-time (or a 2 year part-time) parish internship.

“All of the above along with our denominational require-
ments, such as a reading list which has over 100 arti-
cles and books on it; the Bible is not on this list. Then it is 
required that the person meet with our Ministerial Fel-
lowship Committee (MFC). This committee will have read 
written essays, letters of recommendation and academic 
records. They will evaluate a person’s ministerial presence. 
Once the person is approved by the MFC, a congregation 
will need to vote to ordain the person. Once approved by a 
congregation to ordain, there will be a ceremony of ordina-
tion, often held in the springtime. In our UU faith, the abil-
ity to ordain a person into ministry rests solely in the hands 
of the congregation. And fi nally, ordination does not give 
the person the title of Reverend. Reverend is an honorary 
title and used to signify respect.”

The Rev. Sandra Nikkel, head pastor of Conklin 
Reformed Church, responds:

“To be ordained as a minister in the Reformed Church 
in America, I did an undergraduate degree on Bible, the-
ology and New Testament Greek. Then I went to semi-
nary for 3 years and did various internships. I also had to 
pass a fi tness for ministry exam which included an emo-
tional and psychological evaluation. After that, I had to 
write a long theological thesis. Then I had to pass fi nal 
written and oral exams. I had a separate set of written and 
oral exams about everything I had learned in seminary 
in front of a big group of pastors from the Classis (group 
of churches arranged by geographical affi  liation) I was a 
part of. After they voted and approved me, I was given the 
green light to be ordained. But my ordination could not 
take place until a church invited me to come and be their 
pastor. This would be my final confirmation that I was 
called to be a minister.”

Please send your questions to ethicsandreligion@gmail.com.
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What is a religion? Is it a set of beliefs? A 
faith? A set of practices? A collection of com-

mandments? A culture?
Jonathan Sacks, former chief rabbi of Great Britain, 

responds that Judaism is all of these, but something more.  
“It is a way of thinking … a way of understanding the world 
and our place within it. Judaism contains life-changing 
ideas.”

In a recent post in his online series “Covenant and Conver-
sation,” he compares it to the life-changing idea expressed in 
the American Declaration of Independence: “We hold these 
truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that 
they are endowed by their Creator with certain inalienable 
rights, that among these are life, liberty and the pursuit of 
happiness.”  

Sacks suggests that this may be the most important sen-
tence in modern politics. For much of history going back to 
the Greek philosophers this was, in fact, not “self-evident.” 
Certainly Jeff erson himself, as a slave holder, did not act on 
this principle. Nearly 90 years later, Lincoln would recall 
this idea in his Gettysburg Address saying, “Four-score and 
seven years ago our fathers brought forth on this continent, a 
new nation, conceived in Liberty, and dedicated to the prop-
osition that all men are created equal.” 

But for Rabbi Sacks, this is not a strange idea for those who 
took seriously the fi rst chapter of Genesis, which declared 
that all are made in “the image and likeness of God.” He calls 
it one of “Judaism’s world-changing ideas.” Having the idea 
and even formulating the words is only the beginning. There 
is still a struggle to make them real, as refl ected in Lincoln’s 
reference to make such equality apply to the slaves at the 
time of the Civil War. 

Sacks continues by giving some personal examples of the 
power of ideas to bring about change.  

He relates an early experience of starting an organiza-
tion committed to transforming the Jewish community 
through some signifi cant educational changes. An import-
ant leader in this eff ort was Dr. Michael Sinclair, who had 
not only brought “thinking outside the box” to the eff ort, but 
also his time, energy and money. It had not gone well at a 
meeting of rabbis organized by Sacks, but through it all Dr. 
Sinclair had remained calm. As they walked out of the meet-
ing, Rabbi Sacks apologized to Sinclair for the way the group 
had treated him. Sinclair just smiled and said, “This was a 
character-forming experience.” 

Sacks recounts how it affected him: “For me, at that 
moment, the impact of his response was electrifying, and it 
changed my life. Here was a man who had voluntarily given 
so much to our community, and all he had received in return 
was criticism. Throughout it all, though, he had remained 
serene because he had been able to step back from the imme-
diacy of the moment, reframe it as an ordeal he had to go 
through to reach his destination, and one that would ulti-
mately make him stronger. Ever since, whenever I faced con-
troversy or crisis, I said to myself, ‘This is a character-form-
ing experience.’ And because I thought it, it was.”

Such an experience and insight has led him to respond, 
when the unexpected occurs, “What is Heaven trying to tell 
me? How does it want me to respond? Given that this has 

happened, how shall I turn this moment into a blessing?”  
He went on to study the writings of Viktor Frankl, who sur-

vived Auschwitz and then turned that terrible experience 
into a new form of psychotherapy and wrote the book “Man’s 
Search for Meaning.” Frankl’s view was never to ask, “What do 
I want from life?” but always, “What does life want from me?”

The impact of ideas is on individual lives as well as the 
course of culture and history. Sacks recounts many of the 
ideas that have come from Judaism that have infl uenced the 
world. He quotes the testimony of non-Jewish writers such 
as Catholic historian Paul Johnson: “To the Jews we owe the 
idea of equality before the law, both divine and human; of the 
sanctity of life and the dignity of the human person; of the 
individual conscience and so of personal redemption; of the 
collective conscience and so of social responsibility; of peace 
as an abstract ideal and love as the foundation of justice, and 
many other items which constitute the basic moral furniture 
of the human mind.” 

Even Judaism’s most vocal critic, Friedrich Nietzsche, 
showed respect for Jewish scholars who “have a high regard 
for logic, that is, for compelling agreement by force of reason. 
… Wherever Jews have won infl uence they have taught men 
to make fi ner distinctions, more rigorous inferences, and to 
write in a more luminous and cleanly fashion; their task was 
ever to bring a people to listen to (reason).”

It was Nietzsche who urged that we abandon the 
Judeo-Christian ethic in favor what he called “the will to 
power.” Sacks calls this “a disastrous mistake. There is noth-
ing original in the will to power. It has existed since the days 
of Cain, and its price is perennial bloodshed.” He recognizes 
that Nietzsche was correct in seeing power as an alternative 
to Judaism. “The choice humankind faces in every age is 
between the idea of power and the power of ideas.”

In our world today, we must affi  rm again this commitment 
to the power of life-changing ideas.  The temptation to power 
leads only to violence.

Sacks concludes: “Some ideas really are life-changing. If 
we change the way we think, we can change the way we feel, 
which changes the way we act, which changes the person we 
become. Ideas change lives, and great ideas help us to cour-
age, to happiness and to lives fi lled with blessing.”  

Let this be our goal and commitment. 

interfaith@gvsu.edu 
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Great ideas have the power 
to change lives and our society

“My ordination could not 
take place until a church 
invited me to come and be their 
pastor. This would be my final 
confirmation that I was called 
to be a minister.”

Jonathan Sacks, former chief rabbi of Great 
Britain, argues that Judaism is a way of 
thinking and understanding the world in 
addition to being a religion.

“If we change the way we think, we 
can change the way we feel, which 
changes the way we act, which 
changes the person we become.”
Rabbi Jonathan Sacks

Julie Zauzmer   
Washington Post

More than half a mil-
lion people have visited 
the Museum of the Bible 
since Washington’s newest 
museum opened near the 
National Mall six months 
ago, the museum said Fri-
day.

The museum, which 
opened in November with 
splashy attractions such 
as a walk-through Old Tes-
tament and a motion ride, 
was funded largely by the 
Green family, the evangeli-
cal Christian owners of the 
Hobby Lobby crafts chain. 
Christian tour groups espe-
cially have been drawn to 
the six-story museum, two 
blocks south of the National 
Mall, that focuses on the 
history and infl uence of the 
Bible in America and world-
wide.

The tally of 565,000 
guests in the fi rst six months 
that the museum reported 
Friday places it in company 
with many of Washington’s 
other free museums. (Those 
are operated by the public 
Smithsonian Institution, 
while the Museum of the 
Bible is privately owned.)

The most popular Smith-
sonian museums far out-
pace the Bible museum: 
The National Air and Space 
Museum, National Museum 
of Natural History and the 
National Museum of Amer-
ican History each had more 
than 1 million visitors in the 
first four months of 2018, 
the Smithsonian said. The 
American Art Museum and 

National Portrait Gallery and 
the National Museum of Afri-
can American History and 
Culture also had more visitors 
in those four months than the 
Bible museum has had in six 
months.

But the Bible museum 
comes in ahead of or on 
pace with several Smithso-
nians, including the National 
Museum of the American 
Indian, with 342,000 visitors 
in that four-month period; 
the Hirshhorn Museum, 
with 255,000 guests in four 
months; the Renwick Gallery, 
with 220,000 guests in four 
months; and the National 
Zoo, with 390,000 guests in 
four months. 

Museum of the Bible 
draws 500,000 in 
its fi rst six months
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PINE GROVE COMMUNITY CHURCH
(A Christian Reformed Ministry)

Located 5 miles west of Howard City

8775 88th St., Howard City, MI 49329

www.pinegrovechurch.net | 231-937-5250

2018 – Our 38th Year
Sunday Morning Services at 10:00 AM

Date Pastor Ministry of Music
May 27  Rev. Dan Wolters (Pine Grove)  Tina Droski 

June 3 Rev. Chris Pieters (Former GVSU Pastor) Heather Cregg

June 10 Rev. Ben Ridder (Harvest Community)  Rachel Ridder 

June 17 Pastor Dan Wolters (Pine Grove)  Brad & Cyndi Butler

June 24 Rev. Steve VanderMolen (Retired, Western Seminary) Susie Antkoviak 

July 1 Rev. Don VanSlyke (Baldwin St. CRC)  Greater Joy

July 8 Rev. Gerald Zandstra (Wayland CRC) Melody Kraut

July 15 Rev. Scott Greenway (Caledonia CRC)  Tammy Kling 

July 22 Rev. Jul Medenblik (Calvin Seminary) Guy White / Rich Wilson 

July 29 Rev. Dan Wolters (Pine Grove)  John Shear

August 5 Rev. Dave Brower (Retired Pastor)  Mikayla Berghorst

August 12 Rev. Wayne DeVrou (Grace Bible Fellowship, WI)  Pine Grove Quartet 

August 19 Pastor Dan Wolters (Pine Grove)  Pine Grove Choir

August 26 Rev. Jeff Weima (Calvin Seminary)  Connie Meekhof 

Sept. 2 Rev. Steve Elzinga (Pathway CRC)  Pathway Church Praise Band 

Children’s Worship - ages 2-3rd Grade

& Nursery for infants and toddlers

are available during our Morning Worship

8634693-01


