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B2    T H U RS DAY, J U N E  2 8, 20 1 8    T H E  G RA N D  RA P I DS  P R ESS        

Rabbi David Krishef   
ethicsandreligiontalk@
gmail.com

Richard J. 
asks, “What 
does it mean 
when theo -
logians say, 

‘we are made in the image of 
God?’ Does it mean we look 
like God?”

We begin this week with 
two Protestant responses 
and a Unitarian for variety. 
We’ll continue this ques-
tion next week with Ortho-
dox, Catholic, Hindu and 
Jewish responses.

The Rev. Ray Lanning, 
a retired minister of the 
Reformed Presbyterian 
Church of North Amer-
ica, responds:

“Presbyterians believe 
that ‘God is a Spirit’ (John 
4:24) and ‘hath not flesh 
and bones’ (Luke 24:39). The 
image of God in man cannot 
be anything physical or vis-
ible. Reformed theologians 
instead point to spiritual 
qualities or powers such as 
knowledge, righteousness 
and holiness, seated in the 
soul or inward man, not 
in our outward parts. The 
human body is but a taber-
nacle for the soul to dwell in 
(II Corinthians 5:1).

“In addition, God gave 
humanity dominion over 
the earth (Gen. 1:29, Psalm 
8:4-8), to rule over it as God 

rules over all created things. 
This grant of dominion was 
joined to a charge (Gen. 2:15) 
to ‘dress’ the earth (labor to 
make it productive) and to 
‘keep it’ (protect and preserve 
it), just as God upholds and 
provides for all His creatures.

“Our fall into sin marred 
the image of God in us and 
perverted our role as rulers 
and stewards of the planet. 
We became tyrants and 
oppressors, making war on 
each other while plundering 
the earth, leaving waste and 
destruction in our path (Isa-
iah 59:7). The divine image 
was defaced and eroded. 
Today we inherit a human-
ity greatly diminished by 
sin. The situation cries out 
for reconciliation and resto-
ration, and that was Christ’s 
mission in the world (I Tim-
othy 1:15).”

The Rev. Sandra Nikkel, 
head pastor of Conk-
lin Reformed Church, 
responds:

“This comes from Genesis 
1:26: ‘Then God said, Let us 
make mankind in our image, 
in our likeness, so that they 
may rule over the fi sh in the 
sea and the birds in the sky, 
over the livestock and all 
the wild animals, and over 
all the creatures that move 
along the ground.’

“The Hebrew text uses two 
different words to describe 
the way God made us which 
are translated in English 
as: image and likeness. As 

I meditated on these two 
words, I thought of two dif-
ferent ways in which parents 
often describe their chil-
dren’s resemblance to them 
— physical resemblance 
and character resemblance. 
I believe this is part of what 
the verse is trying to convey. 
Although God does not have 
a human body like ours, in 
our physical bodies we were 
made to resemble Him. The 
Bible speaks of God as hav-
ing a mouth, hands and feet. 

“But we were also made to 
resemble God in our charac-
ter and emotions. Like God, 
we too, are capable of expe-
riencing joy, anger and sad-
ness. Furthermore, God cre-
ated us to do good and to 
reject evil. Yet, he gave us the 
freedom to follow good or fol-
low evil. 

“As parents we can relate 
to the joy we feel when our 
kids resemble the good 
things we do or follow the 
wisdom we share with them. 
May our lives emulate the 
image and likeness of our 
God as we navigate this 
world.”

The Rev. Colleen Squires, 
minister at All Souls Com-
munity Church of West 
Michigan, a Unitarian 
Universalist congrega-
tion, responds:

“I w ill assume ot her 
clergy on this panel will 
answer by lifting up the pas-
sages found in Genesis or in 
1st Corinthians, but as a Uni-

tarian Universalist I would 
not solely rely on Scripture 
for my answer. This ques-
tion actually brings to mind 
the ancient Indian folk tale 
of the blindfolded people 
examining the elephant. 
Each person stands at one 
part of the elephant feeling 
only what is in front of them. 
The person feeling the trunk 
thinks this is a large snake, 
the person near the ear 
believes it to be a fan and the 
person at the tail thinks it’s a 
rope. Others feel a pillar or a 
wall and so on. Each person 
is faithfully examining the 
elephant and each person 
believes what they are expe-
riencing is the truest repre-
sentation of this great being 
in front of them.

“I think those of us who 
believe in God also believe 
in what our idea or image of 
God as the sole truth. Some 
will see God as Michelan-
gelo did in his Creation of 
Adam, others might imag-
ine the face of Jesus, and for 
some the burning bush or a 
mountaintop or as a spectac-
ular sunset. We all have our 
sincerest beliefs and yet we 
are only human and should 
be humbled by all that we 
do not know. I know when I 
have held a newborn infant 
in my hands I have felt the 
presence of God in the room. 
And I have also witnessed 
incredible hatred in my fel-
low men and I know in my 
heart that is not the image of 
God I believe in.”
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Shelby Bruseloff    
Director of Jewish Student 
Life, Hillel Campus 
Alliance of Michigan

When I was a sophomore 
at Grand Valley, I helped 
start a student organization 
on my campus. 

At one of our meetings, 
a member announced an 
upcoming event. She said, 
“We’re going to have the 
best Christmas party! There 
will be Christmas cookies, 
Christmas movies, Christ-
mas sweaters and of course 
Secret Santa!” I remember 
saying to the girl next to 
me, “What about those who 
don’t celebrate Christmas?”

I’m all for the Christmas 
spirit, but I felt excluded 
from this new community 
of mine. I decided that my 
contribution for this event 
would be a massive tray of 
latkes, or potato pancakes, 
that we eat on Hanukkah. 

When the time came for 
everyone to line up and get 
their Christmas cookies, all 
of the girls whispered about 
the big tray full of some-
thing other than Christ-
mas cheer.  Finally some-
one shoute d,  “ W hat ’re 
those?” And I replied with, 
“Well, since I don’t cele-
brate Christmas, it would 
only be appropriate to share 
with you all a part of my reli-
gion. As I am Jewish, and 
tonight happens to be one 
of the nights of Hanukkah, 
I decided to bring you all lat-
kes.” 

I talked with the girl 
who planned the program 
and worked with her in the 
future to come up with more 
inclusive programming. 

Throughout my time as 
an undergraduate, it felt 
as though I was constantly 
explaining my religious 
identity; whether it be “what 
are latkes?” or “why are you 
always busy when we want 
to go out Friday night?” I 
was the fi rst Jew many of my 
friends at school had ever 
met, and I was completely 
surprised by the level of 
ignorance displayed. 

Even most of my profes-
sors had just as many ques-
tions as my peers had. They 
would ask me to share my 
thoughts as a Jew on what-
ever topics were being dis-
cussed, all in non-religious 
courses. While I was thank-
ful to have a Jewish commu-
nity on campus with Hil-
lel so I could be connected 
to other Jewish students, I 
didn’t want any minority 
rel ig iou s st udent,  who 
might not have the same 
support, to go through what 
I did. 

T h a t  w a s  w h e n  t h e 
Kaufman Interfaith Insti-
tute came into my life, and 
I was invited to join several 
other students at leadership 
training with the Interfaith 
Youth Core in Chicago. This 
training helped me real-
ize that this feeling of not 
belonging on my predomi-
nantly Christian campus is 
one that is felt throughout 
the country … and students 
were actually doing some-
thing about it! 

I went back to my campus 
filled with excitement and 
started an interfaith student 
organization. This led to 
my work with the Kaufman 
Interfaith Institute as an 
intern.

I n  m y  s e n i o r  y e a r 
research methods class, we 
developed a questionnaire 
for our fellow classmates. 
My question was, “Can you 
name three non-Christian 
religious holidays? If yes, 
please list.” There were 18 
students, and out of those 
only three said yes — and 
out of their nine answers, 
only three were correct. 

I was so concerned about 

the future of social workers 
and their culturally com-
petency around religion 
that I decided to conduct 
my own research around 
this issue and was given 
the opportunity to pres-
ent it to the School of Social 
Work faculty. 

It was a strange moment 
to be discussing solutions 
to this issue with my pro-
fessors, but also one of the 
best moments, as I felt con-
fident that this was the 
right meeting to help social 
work students become 
more culturally compe-
tent. More importantly, it 
was the right meeting to 
ensure that students who 
were not Christian felt 
comfortable in their class-
rooms.

The School of Social 
Work ended up creating a 
class called “Experienc-
ing Religious Pluralism 
in West Michigan,” where 
students at the bache-
lor’s and master’s levels 
received an introduction 
to religious traditions, 
learned more about reli-
gion and social justice, 
and visited several places 
of worship. To see this 
kind of change continually 
motivates me that while I 
am young, I am capable of 
this work.

Since graduating in 
2016, I’ve been working 
with 10 college campuses 
around Michigan to help 
grow and sustain their 
Jewish student life. I love 
the work that I do, and my 
favorite program is the 
interfaith Shabbat dinners. 
I truly value helping my 
students create the spaces 
to build relationships with 
students of all worldviews.  

There’s a quote by Hil-
lel the Elder: “If I am not 
for myself, who will be 
for me? If I am only for 
myself, what am I? If not 
now, when?” I think of this 
quote when I’m working 
on college campuses with 
other administrators, fac-
ulty and staff . 

When I look around 
the room in those meet-
ings, I am typically one of 
a few women, the young-
est, and the only one who 
is not Christian. Those in 
the meetings don’t expect 
me to speak up, as they 
will seldom look to me 
or address me for what-
ever reason … until I start 
talking. 

Being a fresh face in the 
interfaith world doesn’t 
stop me from speaking 
up about what is right. If I 
can start an interfaith stu-
dent organization, if I can 
lead research on students’ 
religious experiences, if I 
can help my students host 
campuswide interfaith 
programming, I can most 
definitely sit at that table. 
And if I can, you can. 

We need everyone’s help 
to create inclusive, inter-
faith spaces. This goes 
beyond those belonging 
to Abrahamic traditions, 
men or women, young or 
old. With 2018 being the 
year of Interfaith Friend-
ship, we need our LGBTQ 
friends, friends of color, 
our secular friends, our 
Jain friends, our Quaker 
and Hindu friends. Every-
body has a seat at the 
table, and we are all ready 
to work together to ensure 
no one is left behind in this 
ever-growing interfaith 
society. 

interfaith@gvsu.edu 
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Shelby 
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Fred Barbash   
Washington Post

O n  F a t h e r ’ s  D a y, 
June 17, David George, pas-
tor of the Oakville, Wash-
ington, Assembly of God 
Church, delivered his ser-
mon as he does ever y 
Sunday. The subject was 
“The Value of MENtoring,” 
about how much diff erence 
an individual can make in 
the lives of others.

He concluded with a pas-
sionate prayer: “Lord,” he 
said to his congregation in 
the town of about 700 peo-
ple, “don’t let us be content 
as men to just let life go by, 
to see the world around us 
burn. God, instead, help us 
to get involved.”

A  fe w  h o u r s  l a t e r, 
George, 46, drove some 27 
miles with his wife, daugh-
ter and granddaughter 
to the Walmart in nearby 
Tumwater to make an 
exchange. While they were 
in a checkout line to pur-
chase some additional 
items, George heard loud 
bangs from the back of the 
store. He knew immedi-
ately the noises were gun-
shots.

As witnesses and police 
would later report, a crime 
rampage was unfolding. 
A man was firing a hand-
gun at the store’s locked 
ammunition case to grab 
more bu llet s.  He had 
already carjacked a vehicle 
that day and attempted to 
hijack another one, firing 
shots and wounding peo-
ple along the way, Tumwa-
ter police say. Now he was 
stocking up on ammuni-
tion for more carnage in the 
store’s parking lot.

As customers f led in 
fea r,  t he shooter a lso 
e x it e d t he  s t ore  a nd 
attempted to carjack a new 
vehicle in the parking lot. 
When the driver did not 
comply, the gunman shot 
him twice. He then went 
after a second car at the 
Walmart, barging into the 
vehicle.

At that point, Tumwater 

police said, an armed civil-
ian confronted the shooter, 
drawing his handgun, fir-
ing and killing the gunman. 
That same armed civilian 
then administered medical 
aid to the carjacking victim 
until help arrived.

T he de a d c a r j a cker, 
later identified by police as 
44-year-old Tim Day, wasn’t 
supposed to have a gun. He 
was a felon who had served 
several prison sentences for 
violent crimes. His crim-
inal history, according to 
the Seattle Times, included 
domestic violence, felony 
assault and making death 
threats. 

But, police said, he had 
taken a weapon from his 
fi ancee. He was clearly pre-
pared to shoot more people, 
police and bystanders would 
later report.

The armed civilian who 
killed Day was not identi-
fied until last week, when 
he stood in the doorway of 
the Oakville Assembly of 
God Church and revealed 
himself. It was Pastor David 
George, who hours earlier 
had delivered the sermon 
about getting involved.

His words of prayer were 
in an entirely diff erent con-
text, helping others fi nd the 
path to God, not the road to 
a Walmart where the lives of 
frightened people were on 
the line.

But in hindsight, they 
seem prophetic, a true case 
of a clergyman practicing 
what he preached and get-
ting involved.

And if there was a miracle 
to be had that Sunday, it was 
that fate dropped into such a 
hazardous position — with 
lives at stake — a man so well 
prepared to save them.

David George, as it hap-
pens, is no ordinary pastor. 

He is also an Oakville vol-
unteer firefighter and EMT 
who happens to be licensed 
to carry a concealed fi rearm 
and is specifically trained 
to use it against a desper-
ate gun-wielding criminal. 
A credentialed firing-range 
safety offi  cer, George said he 
had received active-shooter 
training.

On June 20, at times 
near tears, his voice quaver-
ing with emotion, he told 
the story of what happened 
Sunday night in a statement 
he read to reporters. He had 
previously chosen to stay 
out of the news, remaining 
anonymous. 

TUMWATER, WASHINGTON

Pastor helped stop  gunman, 
then expertly treated victims

The Rev. 
David 
George, 
pastor of the 
Oakville, 
Washington, 
Assembly of 
God Church, 
talks about  
stopping a 
gunman at a 
Washington 
Walmart.   
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