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D2    T H U RS DAY, D EC E M B E R  6, 20 1 8    T H E  G RA N D  RA P I DS  P R ESS            

Doug Kindschi   
interfaith@gvsu.edu

The Kaufman Interfaith 
Institute reached a high at its 

recent triennial Jewish-Christian-Muslim 
Dialogue just a couple of weeks ago, only to 
be plunged into shock with the news of the 
sudden death of one of its founders, Richard 
Kaufman.  

Our daylong dialogue had featured three 
outstanding speakers whose interaction was 
described by one participant as the “best 
dialogue we’ve had.”  Dick Kaufman was 
excited about the event, entertained the 
speakers for dinner and enjoyed every min-
ute.  If you had the privilege of talking with 
him that day, you saw his energy and intel-
lectual stimulation that reflected his own 
study and commitment to a deeper under-
standing of his Jewish faith.  At age 91, Dick 
was in the fi nal stages of completing his doc-
torate at the University of Aberdeen in Scot-
land. He had recently completed his master’s 
degree at the University of Chicago Divinity 
School.  

Following his stepping down as president 
of Amstore in 1994, Dick did not slow down, 
but continued active business involvement 
as board chair and with his wife, Sylvia, pur-
sued philanthropy, travel, and interfaith 
activity. They founded the Sylvia and Rich-
ard Kaufman Interfaith Institute at Grand 
Valley State University, endowed the presi-
dent’s position at the Shalom Hartman Insti-
tute in Jerusalem, and served on the board 
of the Interfaith Youth Core in Chicago. 

He was physically fi t with daily exercise 
and skiing in Aspen each winter. His intel-
lectual curiosity led him to pursue advanced 
degrees and was getting ready to defend his 
dissertation for the Ph.D. degree. Thus we 
were grieved to learn of the accident that led 
to his death only two weeks following his 
lively and vigorous interaction at the inter-
faith dialogue. 

Both Dick and Sylvia lived most of their 
adult life in the Muskegon area and belonged 
to Temple B’Nai Israel, where Rabbi Alan 
Alpert has served for more than 40 years.  
Rabbi Alpert told me of the practice in the 
Kaufman family for the couple to share 
blessings with each other on the Sabbath. It 
included the passage from Proverbs about 
the blessings of a virtuous woman. The pas-
sage continues:

“Her value is far beyond that of pearls.
Her husband trusts her from his heart,
        and she will prove a great asset to him.
 She works to bring him good, not harm,
        all the days of her life.”  (Proverbs 31:10-12)

The other blessing they shared, from the 
Psalms, includes the following:

“Happy is the man loyal to God, who greatly 
delights in the Eternal One’s commandments!
His descendants will be honored in the land; 
the generation of the upright will be blessed.

His household prospers, and his righteous-
ness endures forever.
Light dawns in the darkness for the upright, 
for the man who is gracious, merciful and 
just.
His mind is firm, trusting in the Eternal 
One.
His heart is steady, he is not afraid.
He has been generous, has given freely to the 
poor. 
His righteousness endures forever; his life is 
exalted in honor.” (Psalm 112)

Both of these passages from the Hebrew 
Bible are fi tting descriptions of these two 
outstanding members of our community.  
Their faith, their character, and their many 
contributions to the West Michigan com-
munity and beyond, are recognized and 
appreciated. 

Dick was respected in business, com-
mitted to his wife and family, and always 
ready to learn. His health, vigor, and intel-
lectual curiosity continued into his 90s.  
It was another Jewish businessman, writ-
ing over 100 years ago, who described 
his understanding of what it meant to be 
truly young. His poem “Youth” was made 
famous by Gen. Douglas MacArthur, who 
often quoted it and had a framed copy of 
the poem in his Tokyo offi  ce. 

Samuel Ullman who lived from 1840 to 
1924, was not only successful in business 
but was active serving as a lay rabbi in his 
city’s reform congregation, Temple Ema-
nu-El in Alabama. His poem includes the 
following lines: 

YOUTH
by Samuel Ullman

“Youth is not a time of life; it is a state of 
mind; it is not a matter of rosy cheeks, red 
lips and supple knees; it is a matter of the 
will, a quality of the imagination, a vigor of 
the emotions; it is the freshness of the deep 
springs of life.
“Youth means a temperamental predomi-
nance of courage over timidity of the appe-
tite, for adventure over the love of ease. … 
Nobody grows old merely by a number of 
years. We grow old by deserting our ideals.
“Years may wrinkle the skin, but to give up 
enthusiasm wrinkles the soul. Worry, fear, 
self-distrust bows the heart and turns the 
spirit back to dust.
“…There is in every human being’s heart the 
lure of wonder, the unfailing child-like appe-
tite of what’s next, and the joy of the game 
of living. In the center of your heart and my 
heart there is a wireless station; so long as 
it receives messages of beauty, hope, cheer, 
courage and power from others and from the 
Infi nite, so long are you young.”
By this standard, Dick Kaufman died as a 
young 91-year-old.
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Kaufman lived a youthful 
life until his death at age 91

Rabbi David Krishef   
ethicsandreligiontalk@gmail.com

Sometimes, people send 
me sensit ive quest ions 

for the column anonymously. Like the 
high school teacher who wanted to know 
what the panel thought about the ethics 
of going to a nude beach. But if you want 
to criticize me, please sign your name. I 
detest anonymous messages of criticism, 
because they do not allow for dialogue, 
which is the heart of this column.

I created Ethics and Religion Talk in 
response to an anonymous letter. Some-
body left an Easter egg with a message 
explaining that Christianity is the only 
true religion, using the Hebrew Bible as its 
prooftext. I was angry at the coward who 
left this for my 12-year-old daughter to 
fi nd, who didn’t have the courage to stand 
by his or her words.

Last year, I went on a trip to Israel with 
a man who held similar Christian beliefs, 
but who had the courage to sign his name 
to a 50-page essay he had sent me a year 
earlier in the mail. After a year of dialogue 
culminating in our trip together, I was still 
Jewish and he was still a devoted follower 
of the teaching of Martin Luther. But we 
have learned something about each oth-
er’s faith from the opportunity to engage 
in dialogue.

So — to the person who felt compelled 
to send me an anonymous letter explain-
ing that you are cutting off  support to Aha-
vas Israel because I am profaning the sanc-
tity of God by allowing a church to worship 
in our building on Sundays: Your act was 
cowardly. And if we are going to throw 
Bible verses at each other, how about “My 
house shall be a house of prayer for all peo-
ple.” (Isaiah 56:7)

Ahavas Israel rents to a Unitarian con-
gregation. What is it about them that 
you think God objects to? I would under-
stand your criticism better if we rented 
to a church that put up crosses or cruci-
fi xes in our sanctuary. But All Souls Com-
munity Church is not Christian. They 
are as monotheistic as we are. Although 
we have different conceptions of God, 
their conception is well within the wide 
range of Jewish theologies. If you object 
to a non-Orthodox approach to Torah, 
you might also criticize us for partner-
ing with the Reform Temple Emanuel to 
educate our children. But since you didn’t 
have the courage to sign your letter, we’ll 
never be able to engage in this dialogue 
directly.

How long has your family been support-
ing Ahavas Israel? You should know that 
we’ve been renting to All Souls for more 

than 13 years. I suspect that we were rent-
ing to them when you started contributing.
Since your past contributions have been
anonymous, we have not had the opportu-
nity to thank you for your support. Please
know, however, that we did appreciate it.
We, like each of the institutions represented
by the Ethics and Religion Talk panelists,
rely on donations to carry out our mission. 

We gratefully accept contributions from
people who support the kind of Jewish
experience we bring to Grand Rapids. We
are the only synagogue off ering traditional,
egalitarian worship and practice, accord-
ing to Judaism’s Conservative movement.
I’m happy to tell you more about what that
means … but that requires a dialogue, not
an anonymous one-way missive. I’m sorry
you didn’t have the courage to sign your
name so we could have that dialogue.

The Rev. Colleen Squires, minister 
at All Souls Community Church of West 
Michigan, a Unitarian Universalist 
Congregation, responds:

“I deeply regret learning of an anony-
mous letter being sent to the rabbi critical
of All Souls’ presence at Congregation Aha-
vas Israel’s sanctuary on Sunday morn-
ings. I agree with Rabbi David in that this
approach does not allow for a dialogue. I
would welcome a cup of coffee with the
three of us to discuss my faith and our rela-
tionship with Ahavas. I consider our rela-
tionship to be one of our greatest strengths
as a congregation. It serves as a testimony
of our commitment to truly live out our
faith in practice. To share a house of wor-
ship for 13 years is in complete alignment
with our beliefs and the 7 Principles of our
UU faith.

“It is true, as the rabbi has stated, most
people do not consider Unitarian Uni-
versalism to be a Christian faith. Unitar-
ian means the belief in a monotheistic
understanding of God and not a Trinitar-
ian understanding of God. Universalism
means universal salvation; all souls will go
to heaven. We are also a covenantal faith
like Judaism; we do not recite any creed;
for us it is all about our relationship with
each other. As a faith, All Souls has more
in common with Ahavas than we have dif-
ferences. For 13 years, we have grown into
a better understanding of one another.
Clearly, we believe and practice our faiths
quite diff erently, and in that diff erence we
have gained great respect for one another.
Both congregations should be proud of our
partnership. The world needs more of this
to happen.”
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Anonymous criticism 
makes dialogue impossible

The Rev. Colleen Squires observes water communion during a 2012 service 
for All Souls Community Church of West Michigan at Congregation Ahavas 
Israel in Grand Rapids. The Unitarian Universalist congregation has rented 
the location for more than 13 years.   MLive.com fi les

The late Richard Kaufman, one of the founders of the Kaufman Interfaith 
Institute.   Submitted photo

Following his stepping down as president of Amstore 
in 1994, Dick did not slow down, but continued 
active business involvement as board chair and with 
his wife, Sylvia, pursued philanthropy, travel, and 
interfaith activity.
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