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Douglas Kindschi   Director, 
Kaufman Interfaith Institute

The Jewish holiday of 
Hanukkah began at sun-

down Tuesday  and concludes  Wednesday.  
Hanukkah celebrates the rededication of 
the temple following the defeat of the Syr-
ian occupation in the second century BCE. 
The menorah was to be lit again, but there 
was only enough oil for one day, and yet the 
fl ame continued for eight days. This mira-
cle led to Hanukkah being called the Festival 
of Lights. Thus, during the holiday an addi-
tional candle is lit each day in the menorah 
until all are burning on the eighth day.  

Christians also mark the season by light-
ing an additional candle each of the four 
Sundays of Advent. Light is such an import-
ant part of these celebrations, in part 
because of the time of year, winter solstice, 
when daylight is the shortest in the North-
ern Hemisphere. 

Celebrating Christmas on Dec. 25 has no 
basis in the biblical stories, but likely goes 
back to the popular Roman festival of light 
called Saturnalia, honoring the deity Sat-
urn, which was celebrated during this time 
of year for centuries before. When Christi-
anity became the state religion in the fourth 
century, this most popular festival was 

incorporated into a celebration of the birth 
of Christ.  After all, it fi t in with other Chris-
tian themes, as when Jesus said, “I am the 
light of the world. Whoever follows me will 
never walk in darkness but will have the 
light of life.” (John 8:12)   In the Sermon on 
the Mount he said to his followers, “You are 
the light of the world.” 

Other religions recognize the importance 
of light in their holidays. In the Hindu, Sikh, 
and other dharma traditions, the celebra-
tion of Diwali is also considered a Festival 
of Lights.  It represents the victory of light 
over darkness, good over evil and hope over 
despair. During these dark days of the year 
this theme of light can be a time of renewal, 
expectation, and hope. While this time of the 
year is marked by shorter days and increased 
darkness, we are also aware of what seems 
to be an increasing darkness in our world 
and nation.  Anti-Semitism and hate crimes 
are on the rise in our country while tensions 
and violence between ethnic and religious 
groups around the world are prevalent in 
each day’s news.  

Sometimes it is hard to see the light when 
harassment, abuse, bullying and demon-
izing the opponent seem to be the stan-
dards of the day.  Morality is no longer the 
expectation as long as my side wins.  We 
are drifting further apart into the so-called 

“echo chambers” that put the blame on the 
“other.”  Instead of finding ways to work 
together, everything is put in terms of “us 
and them.”

CREATE A HOLY SPACE
In the current issue of Christian Century, 

M. Craig Barnes, the president of Princeton 
Theological Seminary, writes about the need 
to rediscover the virtue of gentleness:

“In these days of intense factionalism 
and demonizing partisanship, few of us are 
aspiring to gentleness. … We think about the 
‘them’ who are to blame for our problems. 
...The harsh reality is that since the day Cain 
rose up against Abel, we have never been as 
careful with each other as we were created to 
be. The Bible’s fi rst story of life outside para-
dise is about violent confl ict between broth-
ers, and we haven’t done much to improve 
on the plot.”   

Barnes cites Jewish theologian Abraham 
Heschel, who “claimed that when God’s crea-
tures come together, a holy space is created 
between them. It is in this realm that they 
can always fi nd the Creator still at work. If 
they leave their relationships, they also leave 
behind that holy space.”

While it does seem that the news is quick 
to report the negative, could it be because it 
is not the usual? Most of life is not violent. As 

someone pointed out, you never read about 
an airline landing safely; it’s the unusual 
that makes the news. We really can’t blame 
the media, because they are reporting what 
we want to hear. The public seeks violence 
in its movies and television, and if that’s not 
enough we spend money on violent video 
games. 

But we can still look for and find glim-
mers of light.  The same issue of Christian 
Century also reported that the travel guru 
Rick Steves had in 2005 purchased a 24-unit 
apartment complex in the state of Wash-
ington and renovated it to provide rent-free 
housing for women who were in danger of 
becoming homeless because of abuse or 
drug addiction.  He had been working with 
the local YWCA, which had helped him in 
providing services.  He had planned to will 
it to the organization but instead gave it to 
them outright. 

In these dark days, let us seek such glim-
mers of light and come together from our 
various traditions to celebrate the light and 
seek the holy spaces in our relationships. 
Whatever your tradition, in this dark season 
of the year, it is certainly a time to seek the 
light of goodwill to all, peace on Earth and 
respect and dignity for all persons.
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Pope Francis suggests 
diff erent translation of the 
Lord’s Prayer 

Julie Zauzmer and Stefano Pitrelli   
Washington Post

One of the best-known prayers in the 
English language might need an update for 
the sake of theological clarity, Pope Francis 
recently suggested in an interview.

The words in the Lord’s Prayer that ask, 
“Lead us not into temptation,” can cause 
confusion, Francis said. To make it clear 
that God would not lead anybody toward 
sin, the pope suggested a better translation 
of the Greek prayer from the New Testa-
ment would be something along the lines 
of, “Do not let us fall into temptation.”

Any change to the text of the Mass in the 
Catholic Church takes lengthy delibera-
tions. His comments won’t lead to a change 
in what churchgoers recite this Sunday.

But there’s precedent for the sort of 
change he suggested: The Catholic Church 
in France switched its liturgy on Sunday 
from “Ne nous soumets pas à la tentation” 
(roughly “Don’t expose us to temptation”) 
to an updated version, “Ne nous laisse pas 
entrer en tentation” (meaning “Don’t let us 
enter into temptation.”)

Christians who have been taught the 
Lord’s Prayer, also known as the Our 
Father, from the time they were children 
reacted with surprise to the news of the 
pope’s comments. On social media, many 
reacted with comments such as, “Leave the 
Lord’s Prayer alone!”

The prayer comes from the book of Mat-
thew, in which Jesus teaches his followers, 
“This, then, is how you should pray,” then 
recites the now-famous words.

Francis spoke about the prayer in an 
interview with Marco Pozza, a prison chap-
lain in Padua . Pozza said that people some-
times ask him, “Father Marco, how can God 
ever lead us into temptation?”

The pope replied that the translation is 
“not good.”

“It’s not about letting me fall into temp-
tation. It’s I, the one who falls, not Him 
pushing me toward temptation,” Francis 
said, miming the gesture of pushing some-
one, “so as to then see how I fall. No, well, 
a father won’t do that. A father will imme-
diately help you pick yourself up. Satan’s 
the one leading you into temptation. That’s 
Satan’s task.”

Michael Dauphinais, the chair of the the-
ology department at Ave Maria University, 
said he has discussed the same confusion 
with his students . 

“It’s certainly important to understand 
that God is not ever going to lead us into 
temptation, that our Lord permits evils and 
sufferings to occur, but he does not ever 
lead us into sin,” he said.

 “The only thing that can separate us 
from God is our own sins, and never his 
action.”

‘Lead us 
not into’ 
what? 

Yves Dan Van    Associated Press

H A NOI ,  V I E T NA M  — More than 10,000 Vietnamese fi lled up 
a stadium in a rare Christian evangelistic event led by the Rev. 
Franklin Graham, who said he wants the communist government 
to consider Christians its best citizens.

Despite sweeping economic reforms over the past 30 years that 
made Vietnam one of the fasting growing countries in the region, 
the ruling Communist Party maintains strict control over all 
aspects of society, from media to religions. According to Human 
Rights Watch, more than 100 Vietnamese are in prison for peaceful 
religious and political activities.

Graham said the prayer rally in Hanoi on Friday was unprece-
dented in size for Vietnam, and the government did not attach any 
conditions for the event, which took a year to organize.  

“This is unprecedented really for us and for the government,” 
Graham said. “We don’t want to do anything that would embarrass 
the government or the people of Vietnam. Again we’re guests, the 
government has not told me what to say or not say. I’m going to talk 
about God. We are not here to talk about politics.”

Graham said he hoped the government, through the event, will 
see Christianity in a diff erent way.

“I hope the government will see that Christians are not enemies, 
but Christians are some of the best citizens in Vietnam and peo-
ple that they can trust and depend on,” he said. “I hope it would be 
good for the churches, and I hope this meeting would be good for 
the government and they will see us in a diff erent light after this 
week.”

A second prayer rally was held Saturday night.
No government comment was available.
Graham, who is  one of the most prominent American preachers, 

said religious freedom has gradually improved in Vietnam.
“The fact that we are here today and that I’m going to be preach-

ing Friday and Saturday in Hanoi, the capital of Vietnam, that is 
huge,” he said before the rallies. “It shows you how much the gov-
ernment has changed in the last 20 years.”

Despite some improvements, the U.S. State Department said 

in its annual global report on religious freedom that authorities 
continued to limit activities of unrecognized religious groups and 
those without certifi cates of registration for religious activities, 
particularly those groups believed to be engaged in political activ-
ity. Some religious leaders reported various forms of harassment, 
including physical assault, short-term detention, prosecution, 
monitoring, restrictions on travel, property seizure or destruction, 
it said.

 There are about 6.5 million Catholics and more than 1 million 
Protestants among Vietnam’s 95 million people, the majority of 
whom are Buddhists.

Evangelical rally draws 
thousands in Vietnam 

Christians pray as the Rev. Franklin Graham preaches in Hanoi, Vietnam. More than 10,000 Vietnamese fi lled a stadium 
Friday in a rare Christian evangelistic event led by Graham.   Hau Dinh, Associated Press

The Rev. Franklin Graham holds up a Christian booklet as he 
speaks in front of audience in Hanoi, Vietnam.   Hau Dinh,  
Associated Press


