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Editor’s note: This week, I
was invited by my friend Dr. Aly
Mageed to join him for one of the
most important Muslim holi-
days, Eid al-Adha. This Holy Day
celebration is a joyous occasion,
with more than 1,000 people at
just one of several
sites in Grand
Rapids. It recog-
nizes the faithful-
ness of Abraham,
considered the
father of many
faith traditions.
The celebration
also reminded me
of the manyMuslims in our com-
munity who contribute so much
to our life together.
I have asked Dr. Mageed to

share his description of this very
important event.

— Douglas Kindschi, Director,
Kaufman Interfaith Institute

By Dr. Aly Mageed

Muslims’ Holy Days follow
the lunar rather than
solar calendar. The wis-

dom behind this practice is
that it sends the message that
everything in existence changes
except God.
The lunar calendar depends on

the birth of a newmoon once the
phases of the moon complete the
cycle around the Earth in 29.53
days. The lunar year, therefore, is
11 days shorter than the solar.
Because of this revolving

nature of the Islamic Holy Days,
one of Muslims’ Holiest days, Eid
al-Adha, was celebrated begin-
ning Sept. 12 this year.
The three major religions

share a common thread in their
ancestral origin and relationship
to Prophet Abraham, Peace Be
Upon Him. The Quran describes
him as an ummah— a nation
unto himself. Some scholars have

explained this as indicating that
at this point of time, he was the
only believer in God on Earth,
and therefore he was— by him-
self — the whole nation of believ-
ers. Another potential explana-
tion is his faith in God was so
strong that it would equate to
that of a whole nation of believ-
ers. With the strength of his
faith, even when he had a vision
of God commanding him to sacri-
fice his son, he prepared himself
and his son to start the process
of sacrifice on the altar. Before
the sacrifice occurred, God sent
archangel Gabriel with a lamb to
sacrifice in his son’s place.
At another point in Abraham’s

life, upon command fromGod, he
did not hesitate to leave his wife
and newborn baby in the middle
of the Arabian Desert. His wife,
Hagar, ran back and forth on top
of the hills of Safa andMarwa
looking for help. God rewarded

her efforts and for trusting Allah
would take care of them by
erupting the well of Zamzam to
save her and her child, Ishmael;
Muslims to this date follow her
footsteps during these days of
the Hajj pilgrimage, walking
back and forth between these
two hills seven times.
The life story of Abraham is an

example of strength and purity of
a faith based upon logical reason-
ing for the presence of God, clar-
ity of vision, commitment and
dedication to the cause of good,
and the reciprocal mercy of God
to reward such dedication.
This year, Eid al-Adha is a

chance to contemplate these les-
sons from the story of this great
man and apply them to our cur-
rent-day events. With the coinci-
dence of these Holy Days falling
around the same time as the
tragic and horrific events of 9/11,
it is also a reminder of the evil

among those who do not wish
to follow God’s commandments.
God saved Prophet Abraham
from sacrificing his son. He also
gave us the opportunity to save
ourselves, our children and the
whole human family from an evil
path wemay take toward wars,
walls, distrust and divisiveness.
Remembering and honoring

the innocent lives lost on
Sept. 11, 2001, should strengthen
our resolve to band together in
unity against evil, while promot-
ing good and working toward
our common goal of a better life
for all.
—Dr. Aly Mageed is director

of the pediatric blood and bone
marrow transplant program at
Helen DeVos Children’s Hospital.
He is an active member of the
At-Tawheed Islamic Center in
Grand Rapids.

— Email: interfaith@gvsu.edu

By Nicole Winfield
The Associated Press

E
levating the “saint of the gutters”
to one of the Catholic Church’s
highest honors, Pope Francis on
Sunday praisedMother Teresa for
her radical dedication to society’s
outcasts and her courage in sham-

ing world leaders for the “crimes of pov-
erty they themselves created.”
An estimated 120,000 people filled St.

Peter’s Square for the canonization cer-
emony, less than half the number who
turned out for her 2003 beatification. It
was nevertheless the highlight of Francis’
Holy Year of Mercy and, quite possibly,
one of the definingmoments of his mercy-
focused papacy.
Francis has been dedicated to minister-

ing to society’s most marginal, from pros-
titutes to prisoners, refugees to the home-
less. In that way, while the canonization of
“St. Teresa of Kolkata” was a celebration
of her life and work, it also was something
of an affirmation of Francis’ own papal
priorities, which have earned him praise
and criticism alike.
“Let us carry her smile in our hearts

and give it to those whomwemeet along
our journey, especially those who suffer,”
Francis said in his homily.
Born Agnes Gonxhe Bojaxhiu on

Aug. 26, 1910, Teresa came to India in
1929 as a sister of the Loreto order. In
1946, she received what she described as
a “call within a call” to found a new order
dedicated to caring for the most unloved
and unwanted, the “poorest of the poor” in
the slums of her adopted city, Kolkata.
TheMissionaries of Charity order went

on to become one of the most well-known
in the world, with more than 4,000 sisters
in their trademark blue-trimmed white
saris doing as Teresa instructed: “small
things with great love.”
At the order’s Mother House in Kolkata,

hundreds of people watched theMass on
TV and clapped with joy when Francis
declared her a saint.
They gathered around Teresa’s tomb,

which was decorated with flowers, a
single candle and a photo of the wrinkled
saint.
“I am so proud to be fromKolkata,” said

Sanjay Sarkar, a high school student on
hand for the celebration. “Mother Teresa
belonged to Kolkata, and she has been
declared a saint.”

CHURCHAS ‘FIELDHOSPITAL’
For Francis, Teresa put into action his

ideal of the church as a “field hospital” for
those suffering material and spiritual pov-
erty, living on the physical and existential
peripheries of society.
In his homily, Francis praised her as the

merciful saint who defended the lives of
the unborn, sick and abandoned, recalling
her strong opposition to abortion, which

often put her at odds with progressives
around the world.
“She bowed down before those who

were spent, left to die on the side of the
road, seeing in them their God-given dig-
nity,” he said.
Teresa’s most famous critic,

Christopher Hitchens, has accused her of
taking donations from dictators—
charges church authorities deny. Francis
chose to emphasize her other dealings
with the powerful.
“Shemade her voice heard before the

powers of the world, so that they might
recognize their guilt for the crimes of
poverty they themselves created,” he said,
repeating for emphasis “the crimes of
poverty.”
Hundreds of Missionaries of Charity

sisters had front-row seats at theMass,
alongside 1,500 homeless people and
13 heads of state or government— and
royalty: Queen Sofia of Spain. For the
homeless, Francis offered a luncheon
afterward in the Vatican auditorium,
catered by a Neapolitan pizza maker who
brought his ovens for the event.
“Her heart, she gave it to the world,”

said Charlotte Samba, a 52-year-old moth-
er of three who traveled with a church
group fromGabon for theMass. “Mercy,
forgiveness, good works: It is the heart of
a mother for the poor.”
While big, the crowd attending the can-

onization wasn’t even half of the 300,000
who turned out for Mother Teresa’s 2003
beatification celebrated by an ailing
St. John Paul II. The low turnout sug-
gested financial belt-tightening and secu-
rity fears in the wake of Islamic extremist
attacks in Europemight have kept pil-
grims away.
Those fears prompted a huge,

3,000-strong law enforcement presence
to secure the area around the Vatican and
close the airspace above. Many of those
security measures have been in place for
the duration of the Jubilee year, which
ends in November.

50-YEAR ‘DARKNIGHTOFTHESOUL’
While Francis is clearly keen to hold

Teresa up as a model for her joyful dedica-
tion to the poor, he also was recognizing
holiness in a nun who livedmost of her
adult life in spiritual agony, sensing God
had abandoned her.
According to correspondence that came

to light after she died in 1997, Teresa
experienced what the church calls a “dark
night of the soul” — a period of spiritual
doubt, despair and loneliness that many of
the great mystics experienced. In Teresa’s
case, it lasted for nearly 50 years— an
almost unheard of trial.
For the Rev. Brian Kolodiejchuk,

the Canadian priest who spearheaded
Teresa’s saint-making campaign, the
revelations were further confirmation of
Mother Teresa’s heroic saintliness. He
said by canonizing her, Francis is recog-
nizing she not only shared the material
poverty of the poor but the spiritual pov-
erty of those who feel “unloved, unwanted,
uncared-for.”
“If I’m going to be a saint, I’m going to

be a saint of darkness, and I’ll be asking
from heaven to be the light of those who
are in darkness on Earth,” she once wrote.

Francis never publicly mentioned this
“darkness,” but he has in many ways mod-
eled his papacy on Teresa and her simple
lifestyle and selfless service to the poor:
He eschewed the Apostolic Palace for a
hotel room, made welcomingmigrants
and the poor a hallmark and has fiercely
denounced today’s “throwaway” culture
that discards the unborn, the sick and the
elderly with ease.
Teresa’s Missionaries of Charity went

on to become a global order of nuns,
priests, brothers and lay co-workers. She
was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in
1979 and died in 1997. Soon thereafter,
John Paul placed her on the fast track for
sainthood.
Francis has confessed he was some-

what intimidated by Teresa, knowing
well she was as tough as she was tender.
He quipped during a 2014 visit to Albania
that he would never have wanted her as
his superior because she was so firmwith
her sisters.
But on Sunday, he conceded even he

would find it hard to call her “St. Teresa,”
since her tenderness was somaternal.
“Spontaneously, we will continue to say

‘Mother Teresa,’” he said to applause.

Mother Teresa,
‘saint of the gutters,’
canonized at Vatican
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Pope Francis passes in front a portrait of Mother Teresa at the end of a Sept. 4 canoniza-
tion ceremony in St. Peter’s Square at the Vatican. Thousands of pilgrims thronged to
St. Peter’s Square for the canonization of Mother Teresa, the tiny nun who cared for the
world’s most unwanted and became the icon of a Catholic Church that goes to the periph-
eries to tend to lost, wounded souls. (AP)

Missionaries of Charity nun Mother Teresa
died in 1997. (MLive.com files)
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