
Grand Rapids Press - 07/21/2016 Page : B01

Copyright © 2016 The Grand Rapids Press 07/21/2016
July 21, 2016 7:06 pm (GMT +4:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

Copy Reduced to 80% from original to fit letter page


Religion
THURSDAY, JULY 21, 2016 / THE GRAND RAPIDS PRESS

For the latest breakingnews, go tomlive.com

B
SECTION

Saint Hood Productions based in
Albuquerque, NewMexico, announced
Wednesday a new project around Sister
Blandina Segale— a 19th-Century nun
whose clashes with OldWest outlaws and
work with immigrants has been the stuff
of legend.
“At the End of the Santa Fe Trail”

aims to be a fictional account based on
Segale’s life and largely will use mate-
rial from her 1932 book with the same
name. That book consisted of Segale’s
letters she wrote to her sister about the
lawlessness in Trinidad, Colorado, and in
Albuquerque and Santa Fe, NewMexico.
She also discussed working with immi-
grants and prisoners.
Her encounters with OldWest outlaws

later became the subject of an episode of
the CBS series “Death Valley Days,” titled
“The Fastest Nun in theWest.”
According to one story, she received a

tip that Billy the Kid was coming to her
town to scalp four doctors who refused to
treat his friend’s gunshot wound. Segale
nursed the friend to health, and when
Billy went to Trinidad to thank her, she
convinced him to abandon his violent
plan.

THEPERFECTSUBJECT
Allen Sanchez, president and CEO

of CHI St. Joseph’s Children— an
Albuquerque community health organi-
zation born of Segale’s work— said the
nun is a perfect subject for a television
series since many of the same issues she
faced still resonate.
“She saw a divided country. She fought

violence with nonviolence. She worked to
stop discrimination against immigrants,”
Sanchez said. “These are all things we are
seeing today.”
The new production comes as

Albuquerque has become a popular film-
ing location for television series, ranging
for AMC-TV’s “Breaking Bad” and “Better
Call Saul” and NBC’s “The Night Shift.”
It also comes just as the Roman

Catholic Church is examining Segale for
sainthood.
In October, the Archdiocese of Santa

Fe formally closed its inquiry on why the
legendary nun should become a saint and
sent its findings to the Vatican.
The public inquiry, headed by former

ArchbishopMichael Sheehan, was aimed
at determining if there was enough
evidence to move her case through the
largely secret process at the Vatican.
Witnesses said Segale fought against

the cruel treatment of American Indians
and sought to stop the trafficking of
women as sex slaves. They also testified
that, in death, Segale has helped cancer
patients and poor immigrants who have
prayed to her for help.

It’s the first time
in NewMexico’s
400-year history
with the Roman
Catholic Church
that an inquiry
was completed
in the state on the
cause of beatifica-
tion and canoniza-
tion.
Officials said

determining whether
Segale qualifies for
sainthood could take up
to a century. The Vatican
has to investigate her
work andmonitor for any
related “miracles.”
Segale, a nun with

the Sisters of Charity of
Cincinnati and an advocate
for Hispanics and Native
Americans, founded schools
in NewMexico and St. Joseph
Hospital, a predecessor of the
Albuquerque health organiza-
tion. She worked as an educa-
tor and social worker in
Ohio, Colorado and
NewMexico.
Tomas

Sanchez,
executive
producer
and direc-
tor of the
Segale
produc-
tion, said
98 percent of
the cast and crew
will be from New
Mexico.
“I am honored to tell

Sister Blandina’s story,” he
said. “This task requires lots of
attention to history and demands
that we hire the best NewMexican cast
and crew to execute some very techni-
cally challenging film sequences.”
Officials said the production is work-

ing on finding a network to air the
series.

The realization that everyone’s

religious path is different

and each deservesmutual

respect, understanding

By Derek Zuverink
Interfaith intern
at Grand Valley State University

I f someonewere to askmewhy
I dowhat I dowhen I started
to become involvedwith inter-

faith, I would not have been able
to answer.
In summer 2014, a friend

invitedme to attend the Interfaith
Leadership Institute through the
Interfaith Youth Core.
Not knowingmuch about inter-

faith, I decided to seewhat it was
about.
I did not have high expectations

— Iwanted to keep an openmind.
What I found after this confer-

ence is, despite all of the differenc-
es betweenmultiple traditions,
we have evenmore things in com-
mon. It was, and still is, up to all of
us to promote understanding and

mutual respect
not just inWest
Michigan, but the
world.
At the begin-

ning ofmy college
career at Grand
Valley State
University, I was
actively engaged

withmy home church. I attended
services almost every Sunday,
just as I had formy entire life. At
the end ofmy college career, this
looks very different. From the sur-
face, it looks like I have become
disengaged from the church.
Institutionally, this seems to

be a very familiar concept for
my generation ofmillennials. I
am able tomaintain a relation-

shipwith God, despite the fact I
rarely attend services anymore.
Interfaith understanding has
helpedme learn that evenwithin
my own tradition, things can
look very different for everyone.
Interfaith is not just the under-
standing andmutual respect with
other traditions, but within our
own traditions aswell.
As an individual who is

involved onmy campus outside of
the classroom, I have been able to
use the tools I’ve gained through
interfaith conferences, andmy
internshipwith the Kaufman
Interfaith Institute, to helpmake
everyone feel included in their
student organizations.
Whether it ismy own student

organization, or a student organi-
zation needing help, I have been
an educator for the past two years
as an interfaith advocate.
With some student organiza-

tions that havemore than

100members, there certainly will
be differences among those in the
group.
With awillingness to learn,

we canmake a difference in the
lives of thosewho feel excluded in
these organizations, and the posi-
tive impactmade can spread to
the entire community.
As a student working to achieve

my degree inmarketing andman-
agement, I know in the future, I
will face somuchmore diversity
in theworld thanwhat I have
experienced inWestMichigan.
Interfaith has helped prepare

me for that world.
With identity being an incred-

ibly important aspect to somany
people, I feel I am prepared to
have professional conversations
where I can learn from others,
and I can grow as an individual as
a result.
Looking back at the past four

years, I’ve had somany experienc-

es thatmakemewho I am today.
Becoming engaged in the inter-

faithmovement has helpedme
make an impact in the commu-
nity I care about and has helped
me shapemy future— the same
future I sharewithmy fellow
Christians, and the same future I
sharewithmy friends and strang-
ers of other traditions.
It has certainly been a journey

thus far, andwhat a journey it will
continue to be.
If someonewere to askmewhy

I dowhat I do, I can now respond
with an answer. I have seen first-
hand just what happenswhen you
sit down next to someonewho is
different from you. I have seen
the blossoming of friendships, tri-
als, victories, hope, and somuch
more, in this broken, yet beautiful
world.

—Contact interfaith@
gvsu.edu.

By Russell Contreras
The Associated Press

A
LBUQUERQUE, N.M. — An Italian-born nun who once
challenged Billy the Kid, calmed angry mobs, opened
hospitals and schools in the American Southwest
and now is on a path toward possible sainthood
soon will be the subject of a TV series.

TVseries to explore life of activist nun

An interfaith perspective from the life of a student
INTERFAITH INSIGHTS

Archbishop Michael Sheehan talks to
reporters at St. Joseph Community

Health in Albuquerque, New Mexico, dur-
ing an announcement the Archdiocese of
Santa Fe is exploring sainthood for Sister
Blandina Segale. Segale, an Italian-born
nun who once challenged Billy the Kid
and later opened New Mexico hospitals

and schools, soon will be the subject of a
television series. (AP files)

Sister Blandina Segale, who stood up to Billy the Kid, considered for sainthood

Zuverink


