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By Katie Gordon
Project manager,
Kaufman Interfaith Institute

When I am supporting and
promoting interfaith on
college campuses, often

the first step I work with student
organizers on is developing their
voice.
The past three

Interfaith Insight
articles, written
by our outgoing
interfaith interns,
showed the
impact interfaith
dialogue can
have as it helps
define and refine our identities
and voices.
By learning about others’

beliefs, we have a deeper under-
standing of our own; by engaging
with other spiritual communi-
ties, we learn newways of engag-
ing with our community.
As a millennial, this ongoing

search for identity and purpose

is something that deeply reso-
nates with me.
Further, to speakmore per-

sonally as a millennial “none”
—meaning someone who does
not affiliate with a particular
religious tradition or identifies
with none at all — I appreciate
the way interfaith can further
complicate, nuance and enrich
my understanding of religion
and spirituality.
College campuses are filled

with young people like me—
millennial “nones” that seem
to be taking a new approach to
their religious identity.
While there are still plenty

of people who identify strongly
with a particular belief system
or religious community, more
andmore we see the people who
fall on the fringes or outside of
those institutions or systems. At
the same time, with some people
identifying as “spiritual but not
religious,” or maybe evenmeld-
ing multiple practices together,

these young people offer a
unique voice to be heard at the
interfaith table.
So, as millennials are broaden-

ing and expanding their identi-
ties in such a way that might not
fit into clear boxes or categories,
how can we in the interfaith com-
munity keep up? How can we
allow space for intentional inter-
faith, interreligious dialogue in a
way that is inclusive of everyone
—whether or not they declare a
faith tradition?

PRACTICESTO IMPLEMENT
Here are two practices that, in

my time working on college cam-
puses in Grand Rapids and talk-
ing with interfaith students from
across the country, have come up
again and again.
First, focus on values as a

shared language. When we talk
about values— rather than
“faith” or “beliefs” —we open up
the conversation to any religious,
spiritual or secular understand-

ing that might be present.
The usual go-to interfaith

opener is something along the
lines of “What faith or religious
tradition are you?” or “What
tradition are you a part of?” But
that might leave some—myself
included— unsure what to say.
Imagine if we instead open

with the question, “What values
do you hold dearest, and what
inspires those values?”With
this, rather than asking students
to put themselves in a box, we
don’t assume there is a box at all.
We ask questions that invite an
expansive sense of identity.
The importance of this value-

centered conversation leads to
the second practice of inclusive
interfaith work on college cam-
puses: putting values into action.
If we start by talking about val-
ues, we automatically engage in
a way that identifies where our
shared values lie, and what com-
mon action projects wemight
work on together.

In colleges today, service-
learning and civic engagement
are more than buzz words; they
hit at a deep desire in students: a
desire to impact the community
around them. Collective action
and service projects promote
dialogue, relationships and
understanding.
As our interfaith efforts con-

tinue to work with the college
generation of our community, we
have a chance not only to bring
in new voices, but to enrich our
own dialogue and service proj-
ects by expanding our sense of
who our neighbor is.
Wemight not all share a belief

in the divine or a practice of
prayer. But if we hold a desire
to share our values with one
another— though conversation
and service— there is plenty of
common ground to work off of to
establish a more understanding
and connected community.

—Contact interfaith@gvsu.edu

Givingyoungstudents achoice
By Katherine Stewart
The Washington Post

I
t’s a hot summer night, and leaders
of the Satanic Temple have gath-
ered in the crimson-walled living
room of a Victorian manse in Salem,
Massachusetts, renowned for its
witch trials in the 17th century.

They’re watching a sepia-toned video, in
which children dance around amaypole,
a spider crawls across a clown’s face and
eerie, ambient chanting gives way to a
backward, demonic voice-over. The group
chuckles with approval.
They’re here plotting to bring their

wisdom to the nation’s public elemen-
tary schoolchildren. They point out that
Christian evangelical groups already have
infiltrated the lives of America’s children
through after-school religious program-
ming in public schools, and they appear
determined to give young students a
choice: Jesus or Satan.
“It’s critical that children understand

that there are multiple perspectives on all
issues, and that they have a choice in how
they think,” said DougMesner, the Satanic
Temple’s co-founder.
OnMonday, the group was to intro-

duce its After School Satan Club to public
elementary schools, including one in
Prince George’s County, Massachusetts,
petitioning school officials to allow them
to open immediately as the academic year
starts. Chapter heads from New York,
Boston, Utah and Arizona were in Salem
on July 10, talking strategy, with others
fromMinneapolis, Detroit, San Jose, New
Orleans, Pittsburgh and Florida partici-
pating online.
The promotional video, which feels like

a mash-up of a horror movie trailer and a
“Saturday Night Live” sketch, will serve to
promote the new club along with its web-
site — Afterschoolsatan.com.
The Satanic Temple—which has been

offering tongue-in-cheek support for the
fallen angel in public arenas that have
embraced prayer and parochial ceremo-
nies— is bringing its fight over constitu-
tional separation of church and state to
the nation’s schools.
But the group’s plan for public school-

children isn’t actually about promoting
worship of the devil. The Satanic Temple
doesn’t espouse a belief in the existence of
a supernatural being that other religions
identify solemnly as Satan, Lucifer or
Beelzebub. The Temple rejects all forms
of supernaturalism and is committed to
the view that scientific rationality pro-
vides the best measure of reality.
According to Mesner, who goes by the

professional name of Lucien Greaves,
“Satan” is just a “metaphorical construct”
intended to represent the rejection of all
forms of tyranny over the humanmind.

FOCUSONREASONING, SOCIALSKILLS
The curriculum for the proposed after-

school clubs emphasizes the development
of reasoning and social skills. The group

says meetings will include a healthful
snack, literature lesson, creative learning
activities, a science lesson, puzzle solving
and an art project. Every child will receive
a membership card andmust have a
signed parental permission slip to attend.
“We think it’s important for kids to

be able to see multiple points of view, to
reason things through, to have empathy
and feelings of benevolence for their fel-
low human beings,” said the head of the
Satanic Temple’s Utah chapter, who goes
by the name Chalice Blythe.
The emphasis onmultiple perspectives

is a hint pointing to the Temple’s true
foe. The group at first intends to roll out
the clubs in a limited number of schools
in districts that also host an evangelical
Christian after-school program known as
the Good News Club.
Good News Clubs, which are sponsored

by an organization founded in 1937 called
the Child Evangelism Fellowship, aim to
reach children as young as 5 with a funda-
mentalist form of evangelical Christianity.
For most of their history, Good News
Clubs largely were excluded from public
schools out of concern that their presence
would violate the Constitution.
In 2001, in a case that commanded the

resources of powerful legal advocacy
groups on the religious right, including
the Alliance Defending Freedom and the
Liberty Counsel, the U.S. Supreme Court
ruled that to exclude an after-school pro-

gram on account of the religious views of
its sponsors amounted to a violation of
free-speech rights. The CEF then went on
a tear, and by 2011, it reported 3,560 Good
News Clubs, putting them inmore than
5 percent of the nation’s public elemen-
tary schools.
The Satanic Temple makes no secret of

its desire to use that same approach.
“Wewould like to thank the Liberty

Counsel specifically for opening the doors
to the After School Satan Clubs through
their dedication to religious liberty,”
Greaves explained to the gathering of
chapter heads in Salem. “So, ‘the Satanic
Temple leverages religious freedom laws
that put after-school clubs in elementary
schools nationwide.’ That’s going to be the
message.”
The Liberty Counsel agrees the Satanic

Temple has a right to organize its clubs in
public schools.
“I would definitely oppose after-school

Satanic clubs, but they have a First
Amendment right to meet,” said Mat
Staver, Liberty Counsel’s founder and
chairman. “I suspect, in this particular
case, I can’t imagine there’s going to be
a lot of students participating in this. It’s
probably dust they’re kicking up.”

DIRECTCOMPETITION
The Satanic Temple is eager to compete

directly with the Good News Clubs and
doesn’t hide its belief that its own after-
school product is on the right side.
“While the Good News Clubs focus on

indoctrination, instilling children with a
fear of hell and God’s wrath, After School
Satan Clubs will focus on free inquiry and
rationalism,” Greaves said. “We prefer to
give children an appreciation of the natu-
ral wonders surrounding them, not a fear

of an everlasting other-worldly horror.”
Good News Club leaders have defended

their organization’s presence in public
schools. According to the Good News
Club’s website, “each club includes a
clear presentation of the Gospel and an
opportunity for children to trust the Lord
Jesus as Savior. Every club also includes
strong discipleship training to build char-
acter and strengthenmoral and spiritual
growth.”
Amy Jensen, a professional educator in

Tucson who has amaster’s degree in cur-
riculum, instruction and teaching from
the University of Denver, said she has
decided to lead an After School Satan Club
after comparing its curriculummaterials
with those of the Good News Club. Jensen
noted the Satanic Temple’s materials say
the group encourages benevolence and
empathy among all people and advocates
practical common sense.
“As a teacher, if I were decidingwhether

to teach that or the fear and hatred of
other people’s beliefs, which is what Good
News Clubs teach, I would choosewhat the
Satanic Temple has available,” she said.
The Satanic Temple expects to face

opposition to its after-school proposal.
Given the fight ahead, an important

question about the After School Satan
Clubs is: Does the Satanic Temple really
want religion— even its own— in public
schools?
Greaves is blunt: “We are only doing

this because Good News Clubs have cre-
ated a need for this. If Good News Clubs
would operate in churches rather than
public schools, that need would disappear.
But our point is that if you let one religion
into the public schools you have to let
others, otherwise it’s an establishment of
religion.”

Voicing our values: How ‘nones’ can enrich interfaith dialogue
INTERFAITH INSIGHT

Doug Mesner,
who goes by
the professional
name of Lucien
Greaves, is co-
founder of the
Satanic Temple,
an American
political activist
and religious
organization.
Based in New
York City, the
Satanic Temple
has several
chapter groups
throughout the
country, the
largest of which
is in Detroit,
according to its
website. (Josh
Reynolds/The Wash-
ington Post)

An After School Satan Club could be coming to your kids’ elementary school
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Ä VIDEO
•Satanic Temple promotes its After School
Satan Clubs, wapo.st/2aEWaLF
•Satanist opens Salem, Massachusetts, City
Council meeting, wapo.st/2a8B0p9


