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By Jeff Karoub
The Associated Press

D EARBORN—As a Donald Trump
supporter, Nedal Tamer feels he’s
in the minority amongMuslim-
Americans, comfortable with his

choice yet somewhat confounded that he
doesn’t have more company.
Small numbers of Muslims find com-

fort, not concern, in Trump’s strong
stance on immigrants. They see it as
proof that the Republican presidential
front-runner could better contain extrem-
ists than other candidates.
“People have the wrong idea, even

Arabs andMuslims,” said Tamer, 40, who
works in real estate and construction and
lives in the Detroit suburb of Dearborn,
which is known for its large Arab and
Muslim population. “I like the fact that
he’s a little nuts. He’s got the good heart,
he cares about America.”
The discomfort many

Muslims have with the
outspoken billionaire
businessman comes
from his suggestion
that Muslims be banned
from entering the United
States. Trump also has
said the U.S. should
stop the flow of refugees from countries
where the Islamic State group has a
significant presence. For some, it’s hard-
est to reconcile Trump’s statement that
“Islam hates theWest.”
The Associated Press spoke to a num-

ber of Muslims who back Trump, some of
whom declined to be interviewed.

‘NOT ALL MUSLIMS’
Tamer was born in Lebanon and immi-

grated to the U.S. in the late 1990s from
the United Arab Emirates. He said Trump
is speaking about extremists, such as the
Islamic State group and those it inspires,
not all followers of the religion.
“Many times, Trump has said, ‘Not all

Muslims’ — he’s not talking about all
Muslims,” said Tamer, a Republican. “He
says there are certain people. ... We’ve
seen what’s happening. I don’t think
anybody would agree with what ISIS is
doing,” Tamer said, using an acronym for
the extremist group. “He says, ‘We have
to stop ISIS now, immediately.’ “
In heavily Arab andMuslim Dearborn,

many support Democrat Bernie Sanders,
and people in those communities helped
turn the tide toward him in the state’s
March primary.
Sally Howell, an associate professor

at University of Michigan-Dearborn and
author of several books on Arabs and
Muslims in Detroit, described them as a
small demographic overall but certainly
a factor in Sanders’ Michigan victory over
rival Hillary Clinton. It helped that he
came to Dearborn to court them.

“It’s not all about theMiddle East
(issues) — it was young people, people
who care about bread-and-butter issues:
the economy, health insurance, quality
of schools and policing,” she said. “They
were the swing vote inMichigan.”

ISLAMIC VALUES ALIGN
WITH GOP VALUES
That’s not stopping someMuslims

from organizing on behalf of the GOP
and, by extension, Trump. Last fall, Saba
Ahmed founded the RepublicanMuslim
Coalition in the nation’s capital and seeks
to establish a presence nationwide.
“We will be supporting whoever the

Republican nominee (is). And we are
hopeful of Trump’s business background,
and that he would be able to use that to
turn the economy around,” she said.
Ahmed, a lawyer, said she has a lot of

Muslim friends who are Democrats. But,
in her view, “Islamic values align with
Republican values,” and her list includes
opposing abortion and backing tradi-
tional marriage. She acknowledges that
coalition members are “very much con-
cerned” by some of Trump’s “very absurd
comments,” but counters that some of
what he says is “overblown.”
“Trump knows he can’t win the gen-

eral election with that type of hatred and
those types of comments,” she said. “So
going forward, things will look different.”
Osama Siblani, publisher of the influen-

tial Arab American News, said Trump’s
supporters—Muslim or otherwise—
believe he is an “independent thinker”
who “will do the right thing at the end
of the day.” Siblani added Trump has
business enterprises all over the world,
including in Arab Gulf nations, which
supporters believe should mute concerns
over Islamophobia.
Still, Trump is neither Siblani’s per-

sonal preference nor his paper’s. The
Dearborn-based publication, which
supported GeorgeW. Bush in 2000, has
endorsed Sanders.
“I believe Trump is playing on igno-

rance and cashing in on fear,” Siblani said.

By Douglas Kindschi
Director, Kaufman Interfaith Institute,
GVSU

This week’s Insight comes
from Cambridge University
in England, where I have the

privilege of spending a couple
of months as a visiting fellow
atWestminster
College and
St. Edmund’s
College. I was
here three years
ago with an
appointment at
the Cambridge
Inter-Faith
Programme, and
it feels very comfortable return-
ing to this center of learning.
This year, I again will work with
the interfaith program, as well
as with the Faraday Institute
for Science and Religion at
St. Edmund’s. My first week
was quite busy, giving a semi-
nar at Faraday and attending
a workshop on science and

Scripture in Christianity and
Islam. The workshop brought
together scientists, as well as
religious scholars from around
the United Kingdom, from both
Christian andMuslin traditions,
to examine how their respective
Scriptures relate to issues in the
science and religion dialogue. A
part of our engagement was to
read together passages from the
Bible and the Quran dealing with
creation.
Scriptural Reasoning is a

practice that began about
25 years ago. It is based on
a Jewish practice of Textual
Reasoning that has been expand-
ed to include other religious tra-
ditions. The goal is not to reach
agreement or to say all religions
are alike. Rather, the aim is to
have a deeper understanding of
one’s own Scripture, as well as to
better understand people from
other faith traditions, by learning
through their relationship to the
formative texts of that tradition.

It has been enlightening to
experience the variety of insights
that come from the various tradi-
tions and Scriptures. Interfaith
engagement is like traveling to
another culture. As one develops
an appreciation of a different cul-
ture, the enrichment also leads
to a new awareness and appre-
ciation of one’s own culture and
traditions. While British culture
is not radically different from
ours, there are many aspects of
my time here that shed light on
American culture and practice.
One example is the celebra-

tion of Queen Elizabeth’s 90th
birthday, which dominated the
news last week. To have some-
one who symbolizes the nation
to be in that role for more than
60 years, and whose relation-
ship to U.S. presidents goes back
to President Harry Truman
certainly gives one a different
perspective.
Religious practice in univer-

sity life also is quite different

here. The 32 colleges that make
up the university each have their
own chapels and have frequent
religious services throughout the
week. A number have an even-
song service every day, often fea-
turing amen and boys choir. This
is in a country that has church
attendance estimated to be less
than 10 percent of the population.

A REMINDER FROM HOME
While here, I was reminded

of the rich religious diversity we
have inMichigan communities
when I received a letter from St.
Nicholas Antiochian Orthodox
Church in Grand Rapids.
They remindedme of the

diversity within the Christian
community, since they are
celebrating HolyWeek now,
according to the Eastern Church
calendar leading up to Orthodox
Easter onMay 1. They point out
there are more than a dozen
Eastern Orthodox churches in
West Michigan, and that it is the

second-largest Christian denomi-
nation with almost 300million
adherents worldwide.
I am looking forward, uponmy

return, to accept their invitation
to visit their Byzantine church
and attend their sacred services.
While experiencingmy short

time in another country, I have
thus been reminded of the
diversity in my own Christian
community at home. Interfaith
understanding also includes
“intra-faith” engagement.
Between faith traditions as

well as within faith traditions, we
havemuch to learn from those
different from us. Historically
and nowadays, there have
beenmajor conflicts between
Catholics and Protestants, Sunni
and Shia in Islam, Orthodox and
Reform in Judaism.
Let us commit to true under-

standing and acceptance within
and among our religious tradi-
tions. It is the only path to peace.
Contact: interfaith@gvsu.edu

INTERFAITH INSIGHT

Interfaith and intra-faith: A perspective fromEngland

Mixingpolitics and faith
By Catherine Lucey
The Associated Press

PHILADELPHIA— Sunday morn-
ings at Baptist churches fall right
into Hillary Clinton’s comfort zone.
“This is the day the Lord has

made,” Clinton said recently at Grace
Baptist Church inMount Vernon, New
York, as sunshine streamed through the
stained-glass windows and hit the packed
pews. “Being here at this church with
these beautiful people, knowing how
grateful I am for this spring day. I feel
blessed, and grace is all around us.”
Black Baptist churches might not seem

an obvious match for Clinton, a white
Methodist from the Chicago suburbs. But
the Democratic presidential candidate,
who has been criticized for her tenta-
tive, even awkward political skills, often
seemsmost at ease in houses of worship.
It’s where she has shared her faith for
many years and earned a loyal following.
Clinton points to her faith as having

sustained her through hard times and
informing her approach to public service.
Her days in Arkansas, coupled with her

strong religious beliefs, have helped her
connect to churchgoers in black commu-
nities, where she enjoys overwhelming
support. Democratic rival Bernie Sanders
has visited churches, too, during the cam-
paign, but doesn’t have the same rapport
from the altar.
“The first time I ever walked into a

black church with Hillary, she knew
exactly where she was, you could see an
exhale from her, a big smile came on her
face, she didn’t just step into the building,
she stepped into worshipping with them,”
said Burns Strider, director of faith and
values outreach during Clinton’s 2008
campaign. “I must have done that a hun-
dred times with her.”

CANDID MOMENTS
Clinton visited two churches in

Philadelphia on Sunday, two days before
Tuesday’s Pennsylvania primary. At
Triumph Baptist Church and African
Episcopal Church of St. Thomas, she
pledged to seek criminal justice reform
and fight for tougher gun regulations
before the largely African-American
congregations.
“We as a people have to start showing

each other more respect, more kindness,
more love,” Clinton said, repeating a
campaignmantra.
Visits to churches have prompted

some of Clinton’s most candid, intimate
moments.
On a recent trip to Holy Ghost Cathedral

in Detroit, Bishop Corletta Vaughn refer-
enced Clinton’s strength in dealingwith
husband Bill Clinton’s infidelities.
In response, Clinton spoke about the

prodigal son, alluding to, as she often
does, a version written by Henri Nouwen,

a Catholic priest and writer. She said
what the parable “teaches us is to prac-
tice the discipline of gratitude every day.”
According to Vaughn, Clinton’s remarks

showed a “deep reservoir of faith.”
“I’ve been in the faith business for

42 years,” Vaughn said. “I know one who
is authentic and genuine. Her language
speaks of her faith.”

SHOWING FAITH, NOT USING IT
Strider, who emails with Clintonmost

days about Scripture and faith, said she
has seemedmore willing to talk about
religion during this campaign than in the
past. He said Clinton had “to recognize
that she’s not using her faith for other
means. That was really valuable for her
to understand that she was actually
showing her faith, which could lead oth-
ers to makemore rational choices.”
Seeking to organize religious voters

for Clinton, Strider founded a group
called Faith Voters for Hillary about two
years ago. While he no longer is directly
involved, he said it has an active online
presence andmore than 300,000 people
in its database.
Still, some black pastors question

Clinton’s hold on religious voters.
Darrell Scott, the senior pastor of New

Spirit Revival Center in ClevelandHeights,
Ohio, has endorsed Republican Donald
Trump and helped organize ameeting
with Trump and black clergy last year.
“She’s very, very liberal. This is what

I don’t understand about the pastors.
Christians by nature, should be con-
servative,” said Scott, who serves as
CEO of Trump’s new National Diversity
Coalition. “She’s the absolute wrong
choice for a voter of faith.”
Clinton reflected on her faith jour-

ney during a speech before the United
MethodistWomen’s Assembly two years
ago. She spoke warmly about her child-
hood church in Park Ridge, Illinois.
“I loved that church,” Clinton said. “I

loved how it mademe feel about myself,
I loved the doors that it opened in my
understanding of the world.”

Minority ofMuslim-Americans
support Trump’s ‘good heart’

Clinton seemsmost at ease
speaking at places ofworship

Republican presidential candidate Donald
Trump speaks during a rally Friday at the
Delaware State Fairgrounds in Harrington,
Delaware. (AP)

Democratic presidential candidate Hillary
Clinton speaks at Triumph Baptist Church
in Philadelphia on Sunday. (AP)
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