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VATICAN CITY

Get to know Pope Francis

V
ATICAN CITY— Pope Francis
is expected to raise issues
ranging from climate change
to income inequality when
he visits the United States
Tuesday through Sept. 27.

Francis has launched an agenda of
reform in the Vatican and in the global
church, prioritizing different issues and
counseling a more merciful message.
Here’s a primer on where the pope
stands on key issues.

By Douglas Kindschi
Director of the Kaufman Interfaith
Institute, GVSU

Last weekend, I attended
the annual meeting of the
President’s Interfaith and

Community Service Campus
Challenge.
This programwas an out-

growth of President Obama’s
2009 inaugural address when
he said: “For we know that our
patchwork heritage is a strength,
not a weakness. We are a nation
of Christians andMuslims, Jews
and Hindus, and nonbelievers.
“We are shaped by every lan-

guage and culture, drawn from
every end of this Earth. And …
we cannot help but believe that
the old hatreds shall someday
pass; that the lines of tribe shall
soon dissolve; that as the world
grows smaller, our common
humanity shall reveal itself; and
that America must play its role in

ushering in a new era of peace.”
In the first annual report of

the Campus Challenge project,
the president said: “Based on the

simple truth that
Americans of all
faiths, or even
no faith, share
a common des-
tiny, we asked
higher educa-
tion institutions
to develop or
strengthen their

interfaith and community service
programs.We called for partner-
ships between religious and non-
religious campus organizations,
local community organizations,
and houses of worship.”
And added, “As a Christian

who became committed to the
Church while servingmy com-
munity, I know that an act of ser-
vice can bring people together in
pursuit of a brighter tomorrow.”

There are nowmore than 500
campuses involved in this effort
and we at Grand Valley State
University are proud to be a part.
Every year, some of the cam-

puses are recognized by being
on the Honor Roll and five were
announced as the finalists for the
2015 Presidential Award.
Wewere surprised, and hon-

ored, when GVSUwas selected
as one of the finalists. The win-
ner will be announced later in
the fall.
One of the main speakers at

the Campus Challenge confer-
ence was Eboo Patel, the founder
and president of the Interfaith
Youth Core.
He will be coming to Grand

Rapids on Oct. 8 and speaking at
Aquinas College and at GVSU’s
Allendale campus.
Patel has been an inspira-

tion behindmuch of the cam-
pus focus on interfaith service

throughout the country.
There is limited seating avail-

able to community members at
the Grand Valley talk at 8 p.m.
More information and free

tickets can be reserved at: gvsu.
edu/interfaith/
Patel pointed out that America

is both the most diverse country
in the world and probably the
most religious. But diversity is
not always good; it can lead to
conflict. And diversity combined
with religion can also lead to
violence.
In a democracy such as ours,

we are free to speak out openly
about our ideas and our religious
views. That means wemust
always be vigilant to maintain
respect as we interact with oth-
ers who have strongly held views
and religious beliefs that might
be very different from our own.
Patel called us to engage in

the public arena with a spirit of

respect, a desire to develop new
relationships and a commitment
to the common good.
This year’s conference also

featured a number of interna-
tional guests. One representa-
tive from Lebanon called us to a
three-part commitment to learn:
“learn about” (each other and
our differences); “learn from”
(others’ insights and ideas from
which we can benefit); and “learn
with” (by learning together we
promote understanding and
respect).
Can we be a part of a world

effort to turn diversity toward
understanding and respect? Can
we join a movement that goes
beyond understanding to work-
ing together? Can our communi-
ties join with the campuses to
promote interfaith service? Let
this be our prayer and our com-
mitment.
Email: interfaith@gvsu.edu

Bringing campuses and communities together in interfaith service
INTERFAITH INSIGHT

APOSTOLIC JOURNEY TO THE U.S.

Unprecedented
security challenge
awaits officers
Those planning secu-

rity for the New York City
leg of the United States
visit have circled Sept. 25
as the perfect storm.
Francis will address world

leaders at the United Nations,
preside over a service at the
9/11 memorial, do a procession
through Central Park and cele-
brate Mass at Madison Square
Garden.
None of the cities or agencies

involved has given specific
estimates for howmuch it will
cost to keep order, however, in
New York, major events have
cost the city tens of millions of
dollars in overtime for extra
police patrols.

SECURITY

TICKETS

Limited access
For most events, any-

one wanting to see the
pope will need tickets
and be subject to airport-
style metal screening.
Most tickets were distrib-

uted randomly, which means
ordinary bystanders will be
kept blocks away.
Philadelphia Mayor Michael

Nutter has sought to temper
expectations, saying no one
should think “they’re going
to be able to walk up and give
Pope Francis a high five.”

THE WELCOME

First trip to U.S.
for Pope Francis
Pope Francis never

previously has stepped
foot onto U.S. soil.
The former Cardinal Jorge

Mario Bergoglio of Buenos
Aires, Argentina, never fol-
lowed the footsteps of fellow
Roman Catholic leaders, who
sought to raise their profiles,
along with funds, by network-
ing within the influential and
well-resourced U.S. church.
His introduction to the U.S.

will begin inWashington,
where he will address a joint
meeting of Congress Sept. 24,
followed by an address to the
U.N. General Assembly in New
York, and outdoor Mass at the
World Meeting of Families in
Philadelphia.

Pope Francis will be visiting the United States next week, culminating Sept. 27 in Philadelphia with a
Mass, which is expected to draw up to 1 million people. (AP file)

Kindschi

TECHNOLOGY

Twitter ready for
Pope’s popularity?
The 78-year-old pontiff

isn’t your typical social
media star. He doesn’t
even carry a cellphone.
But wherever Pope Francis

goes, millions of tweets, posts,
pictures and video streams are
sure to follow.
Francis has been a social

media sensation since his 2013
election. That year, he eclipsed
the royal baby, Prince George,
and the Harlem Shake as the
most talked about topic on
Facebook.
His first international trip,

to Brazil in 2013, generated
more than 1.3 million tweets
and 36million retweets. His
January trip to the Philippines
crashed Twitter’s servers.

ABORTION: Francis has upheld
church teaching opposing abor-
tion and echoed his predecessors
in saying human life is sacred and
must be defended. But he has
not emphasized the church’s posi-
tion to the extent that his prede-
cessors did.
CAPITALISM: Francis has been
accused by some U.S. conserva-
tive commentators of Marxist
sympathies given his frequent
denunciations of economic sys-
tems that “idolize” money over
people and the failings of the
trickle-down economic theory. He
has said while globalization has
saved many people from poverty
“it has condemned many others
to die of hunger because it’s a
selective economic system.”
DEATH PENALTY: Francis has
gone beyond his predecessors —
and official Catholic Church teach-
ing — in saying there is simply no
justification for the death penalty
today. He has called life prison
terms a “hidden death penalty”
and solitary confinement a “form
of torture” — and said both should
be abolished.

CELIBACY: Francis said last year
that celibacy for priests “is a rule
of life, which I highly esteem and I
believe is a gift for the church.”
But he added, “since it is not a
dogma of faith, the door is always
open” to discussing the issue.
CONTRACEPTION: Francis has
defended the church’s opposition
to artificial contraception, which is
enshrined in the 1968 encyclical
Humanae Vitae. At the same
time, he has said Catholics need
not breed “like rabbits” and
should practice “responsible par-
enthood” through “licit” methods.
DIVORCE: Francis has divided the
church by opening debate on
whether divorced and civilly
remarried Catholics can receive
Communion.
GAYS: Francis uttered “Who am
I to judge?” when asked in 2013
about a Vatican monsignor who
purportedly had a gay lover in his
past. Many took the comment to
be a sweeping new opening by
the church toward gays, as
Francis has urged the church to
be less judgmental and more
merciful in welcoming saints and

sinners alike.
DRUGS: Francis has called drug
addiction “evil” and condemned
the legalization of recreational
drugs as a flawed and failed
experiment. He has said the drug
problem cannot be solved by lib-
eralizing laws, as has been done
in some U.S. states and many
other countries, but by addressing
the problem underlying addiction:
social inequality and lack of
opportunities for young people.
ENVIRONMENT: Francis became
the first pope to use scientific
data in a major teaching docu-
ment by calling global warming a
largely man-made problem driven
by overconsumption in his land-
mark encyclical “Laudato Si”
(Praise Be).
IMMIGRATION: Francis has
denounced the “globalization of
indifference” that the world shows
migrants and urged Europe and
other countries to open their
doors to refugees seeking better
lives. He has decried the “inhu-
man” conditions facing migrants
crossing the U.S.-Mexico border.
—The Associated Press

THE VISIT

Papal itinerary
For daily events, go online to
usccb.org:
•Tuesday: Arrival at Andrews
Air Force Base, Washington, D.C.,
from Cuba
•Wednesday: Washington, D.C.
•Sept. 24: Washington, D.C.,
New York City
•Sept. 25: New York City
•Sept. 26: Philadelphia
•Sept. 27: Philadelphia

PEOPLE

Celebrity watch
The stars are coming

out for the papal visit.
Celebrities including

Jennifer Hudson, Gloria
Estefan, Aretha Franklin and
Andrea Bocelli will be per-
forming at papal events in New
York City and Philadelphia.
The Fray and Sister Sledge

are also on the list.

PROTOCOL

Traditions upheld
Pope Francis has

shown little interest in the
trappings of his office.
But he does put himself

through the motions of diplo-
matic etiquette to be respectful
of his hosts.
While a handshake is con-

sidered an appropriate way to
greet Francis, Catholics have
the option of kissing the gold
ring the pope wears on his
right hand.
Dark-colored clothing is rec-

ommended for the occasion.
Hemlines must cover knees;
sleeves must hide elbows.


