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B
SECTION

By Nicole Winfield
The Associated Press

Pope Francis opened a divisive meeting of
the world’s bishops on family issues Sunday
by forcefully asserting that marriage is
an indissoluble bond betweenman and
woman.
But he said the church doesn’t judge and

must “seek out and care for hurting couples
with the balm of acceptance andmercy.”
Francis dove head-on into the most

pressing issue confronting the meeting
of 270 bishops during a solemnMass in
St. Peter’s Basilica: how to better minister
to Catholic families experiencing separa-
tion, divorce and other problems when the
church’s teachings hold that marriage is
forever.
He insisted that the church cannot be

“swayed by passing fads or popular opinion.”
But in an acknowledgment that marriages

fail, he said the church is also a mother, who
doesn’t point fingers or judge her children.
“The churchmust search out these

persons, welcome and accompany them,
for a church with closed doors betrays
herself and her mission and instead of being
a bridge, becomes a roadblock,” he said.
One of the major debates at the synod

is whether divorced and civilly remarried
Catholics can receive Communion.
Francis launched the synod process

two years ago by sending out a 39-point ques-
tionnaire to bishops, parishes and ordinary
Catholic families around theworld asking
about their understanding of and adherence
to church’s teachings on familymatters.
Their responses showed a widespread

rift between official Catholic teaching and
practice, particularly on sex, marriage and
homosexuality.
A first meeting of bishops ended last

October with no consensus on how to
better welcome gays and divorced and
civilly remarried Catholics in the church.
Conservatives insisted that Catholic doc-
trine is clear and unchanging. Progressives
acknowledged the doctrine, but sought
wiggle room in pastoral practice.
In the ensuing 12 months, both sides

have dug in and sparks are expected to fly
in Round 2. In fact, few Vaticanmeetings
have enjoyed as controversial a run-up as
this one. There have been allegations of
manipulation and coercion; secret caucuses
to plot strategy; de-facto laws passed to take
the wind out of the debate. And on the eve
of the synod, a Vaticanmonsignor outed
himself as gay and denounced widespread
homophobia in the church.
“We are happy if there is turbulence,”

said Cardinal Lorenzo Baldisseri, the Italian
running the synod. “We are in the sea, and
so there has to be some turbulence.”

Cardinal George Pell, the Vatican’s finance
manager who is firmly in the conservative
camp, predicted little more than a reaffir-
mation of the status quo would emerge in
Round 2, albeit with perhaps better explana-
tion as to why the status quo exists.
“It’s quite impossible for there to be

any change in the church’s teaching on
Communion for the divorced and remar-
ried,” Pell said on the sidelines of a confer-
ence last week about helping gays overcome
their homosexual tendencies.
The conference was one of many initia-

tives launched by conservatives in the run-
up to the synod aimed at reasserting tradi-
tional Catholic teaching on homosexuality,
which holds that gays are to be respected
but that homosexual acts are “intrinsically
disordered.”
Movement may emerge on the other

hot-button issue, whether divorced and
civilly remarried Catholics can receive
Communion.
Catholics who divorce and want to

remarry in the churchmust first obtain an
annulment, a ruling from a church tribu-
nal that their first marriage was invalid.
Without the annulment, these civilly remar-
ried Catholics are considered to be living in
sin and cannot receive Communion, a condi-
tion that has lead generations of Catholics to
feel shunned by their church.

Pope Francis, right, checks a folder next to Bishop Fabio Fabene and Cardinal Lorenzo Baldisseri as they arrive at a morning session of the
two-week-long Synod of Bishops at the Vatican. (AP)

PopeFrancis assertsmarriage is
forever at start of familymeeting

By Katie Gordon
Program Manager of the Kaufman
Interfaith Institute

This week, we welcome Eboo
Patel to Grand Rapids to
speak on

interfaith lead-
ership in our
increasingly
diverse com-
munities and
interconnected
world.
The themes

of his talks are
similar to the conferences and
sessions I have been a part of
over the past few years as an
alumna of the Interfaith Youth
Core programs. In the most
recent webinar series, a course
on interfaith leadership, fellow
IFYC alums and I learned the
vision, skills and actions that
make someone an interfaith
leader. It is this topic that Eboo
Patel is exploring in our commu-
nity this week.
In the summer course’s first

lesson, we learned about the
landscape of religious diversity
in the United States. Patel used
this as a way to show the implica-
tions for this increased interac-
tion among people of different
religious identities.
Picking up on Diana Eck’s

work in religious pluralism, Patel
argues that where diversity is a
fact, pluralism is an achievement.
Diversity is the existence of
difference, whereas pluralism is
active and positive engagement
among that difference.
So, when pluralism is achieved,

Patel argues we respect identi-
ties, create relationships across
difference, and cooperate toward
the common good.
However, before we can

achieve that pluralism through
positive engagement, there are
other ways that diversity could
lead to more harm than good.
Those four directions that our
responses to religious diversity
can take, according to Patel, are
the Four B’s:

BUNKER
In the face of diversity, an indi-

vidual or a community can chose
to remove themselves from
interaction with people who are
different, thus bunkering them-
selves into a silo apart from the
rest.
This retreat frommodernity

shields us from the world around
us, and ultimately from people
that could enrich our lives.

BARRIER
When encountering diversity,

people can build barriers that
further separate us from those
who are different.
These walls between us can be

built by denouncing, demeaning
or dehumanizing others.
An example of this is the

Westboro Baptist Church, which
openly uses hate speech against
anyone who shows disagreement
with their teachings.

BLUDGEON
Themost harmful of the nega-

tive responses to diversity are
those who respond with blud-
geons, or use violence against
those who are different.
This is something we have

seen far too much throughout
history: difference in identity
leading to reasons for causing
physical harm to others.

BRIDGE
The final direction and the

best choice for our diverse world
is to build bridges of cooperation
across differences.
These networks of engage-

ment help create relationships
between those who orient
around religion differently,
and thus help prevent negative
consequences of diversity like
identity-based violence.
In this response to diversity,

we are not only bridging
faith and non-faith communities,
but the larger civic society as
well.
Robert Putnam, renowned

political scientist, distinguishes

between bonded social capital
and bridged social capital.
Bonded is where the benefits

of networks of engagement stay
within just one silo of the com-
munity.
Bridged is where those ben-

efits reach over barriers between
our many silos of the community
and reach the highest possible
social good.
Therefore, building bridges

between our communities not
only connect us in our faith lives,
but our broader civic lives as
well.
In Grand Rapids, we too have

this vision for a world that builds
bridges rather than barriers, and
uses our differences to strength-
en our community rather than
weaken.
To find out more about the

local effort, visit interfaithunder-
standing.org.
To join the national movement,

visit the Interfaith Youth Core’s
website at ifyc.org.
Email: Interfaith@gvsu.edu

The four B’s of religious diversity: a local call for pluralism
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HACKENSACK, NEW JERSEY

Priest pleads
not guilty to child
endangerment
A New Jersey priest accused

of pointing a functioning
musket at an 8-year-old boy
in a church rectory as part of
a football rivalry has pleaded
not guilty to child endanger-
ment and aggravated assault
charges.
The Rev. Kevin Carter

entered his plea Tuesday
during a brief hearing in
Hackensack.
The charges stem from

a Sept. 13 incident at St.
Margaret of Cortona Roman
Catholic Church in Little Ferry.
Carter, an avid New York

Giants fan, claims it was joke
that wasmisinterpreted. He
and the boy, who roots for the
Dallas Cowboys, were talking
about football shortly before
the incident occurred.

DOLAN SPRINGS, ARIZONA

Arizona church fires
were result of arson
Authorities say fires that

heavily damaged or destroyed
two churches in northwestern
Arizona were intentionally set.
Mohave County Sheriff’s

detectives are investigating the
arson fires at Mount Tipton
Community Church and Dolan
Springs Baptist Church.
No one was inside the

churches in Dolan Springs
when the fires started, and no
injuries were reported.
Pastor Chris Zeller said the

fire destroyed 35 percent of
the Baptist church and heavily
damaged the rest of the build-
ing. TheMount Tipton church
was destroyed.

OKLAHOMA CITY

Panel orders removal
of monument
A six-foot-tall granite

monument of the Ten
Commandments outside the
Oklahoma State Capitol is on
its way out.
A panel that oversees art-

work at the statehouse voted
7-1 last week to authorize the
privately fundedmonument’s
removal after the state’s high-
est court ruled that it violates
the Oklahoma Constitution.
Oklahoma Attorney General

Scott Pruitt fought to keep the
Ten Commandments monu-
ment, arguing it serves a secu-
lar, not religious, purpose. But
since it was erected in 2012,
several other groups have
asked to have their ownmonu-
ments installed, including
the Church of Satan and the
Church of the Flying Spaghetti
Monster.
—The Associated Press
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