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By Nicole Winfield
The Associated Press

It’s now quite certain that Pope Francis’
big summit on family issues won’t endorse
any changes to church doctrine on the
church’s teaching about homosexuality or
whether civilly remarried Catholics can
receive Communion.

Yet, it seems, everything has changed.
From the crucial role African bishops

have played in the debate, to calls to remove
“intrinsically disordered” from the church’s
language on gays, to the freedom bishops
now enjoy to speak their minds on once-
taboo issues, Francis’ synod on the family
has at the very least shaken up the church
for years to come.

And if Francis has his way, there’s more
ahead.

Francis delivered a sleeper bombshell of
a speech over the weekend kicking off the
final week of the synod in which he called
for nothing less than a revolution in the
concept of the Catholic Church. He said it’s
not a top-down organization with the pope
in charge but rather an inverted pyramid
where the summit — the pope — is under-
neath and in service to the “holy faithful
people of God” who are its base.

He called for a “healthy decentralization”
of authority on certain problems from
Rome to local bishops’ conferences, and
said the papacy should be rethought, with
the pope guiding the church but really
just one bishop among many, one Catholic

among many.
“It’s a very delicate moment, where you

realize that the relationship between the
church and the world is at stake,” the Rev.
Antonio Spadaro, a Jesuit close to Francis,
said as the synod entered its third and cru-
cial week.

The 270 synod “fathers” are hammering
out a final document to submit to Francis
on Saturday conveying a host of proposals
for how the church can better minister to
Catholic families today. They will vote para-
graph by paragraph on the text, amending
what has been a near-universally scorned
draft working document.

What Francis does with the final paper
is up to him: He can use it as a basis for a
document of his own, he can ignore it, or he
can publish it as a synod document. During
Round One of the bishops’ family meeting
last year, Francis not only published the
final document in full, he published the
three paragraphs that didn’t receive the
necessary votes to pass — those that dealt
with the vexing issues of ministering to gay
Catholics and civilly remarried Catholics.

The key question of Round Two has been
how the bishops would pick up those two
outstanding issues after Francis called for a
more merciful, less doctrinaire approach.

Francis has shown a far more pastoral
attitude to gays, famously saying, “Who am I
to judge” about a purportedly gay priest.

But church teaching holds that while
gays should be treated with dignity and

respect, homosexual acts are “intrinsically
disordered.”

Progressives have sought a new language
that is more welcoming and less condemn-
ing, but proposals last year to recognize that
homosexual unions had some merit were
quashed by conservatives.

While the final document won’t be known
until Saturday, several bishops have said
the church’s language toward gays must
emphasize that gays, like heterosexuals, are
children of God, regardless of their sexual
orientation, and must be welcomed into the
church.

On the civil remarriage issue, church
teaching holds that unless these remarried
Catholics annul their first marriages, they
are committing adultery and cannot receive
Communion.

Progressives have sought wiggle room, to
look at remarried couples on a case-by-case
basis, accompanying them on a path of rec-
onciliation that could lead to them eventu-
ally receiving the sacraments. Conservatives
led by Africans have held fast to doctrine,
insisting that Jesus taught that a valid mar-
riage is indissoluble.

“I don’t think we’re ever going to get con-
sensus on some of these hot-button issues,”
Australian Archbishop Mark Coleridge told
reporters Monday.

“But was that ever a realistic possibility?
I doubt it. The one thing that is certain about
next Sunday is that we won’t have finished
the task. This journey will continue.”

Pope Francis checks his watch Saturday during a meeting marking the 50th anniversary of the creation of the Synod of Bishops,
in the Paul VI hall at the Vatican. The summit continues this week. (AP)

Pope’s family synod:Nochanges,
but everythinghas changed

By Douglas Kindschi
Director, Kaufman Interfaith Institute,
GVSU

I am writing this week’s
Insight from Salt Lake City while
attending the Parliament of the
World’s Religions.

The original Parliament
was held in 1893 as part of the
Chicago World’s Fair.

It was the first major gather-
ing of religious representatives
from the Eastern and Western
traditions and is considered the
beginning of formal interreli-
gious dialogue worldwide. More
than 5,000 people heard a Hindu
monk, Swami Vivekananda,
greet the gathering with the
words “Sisters and brothers of
America.”

Despite the success of
this first gathering, the next
World Parliament was not until
100 years later in 1993. Since that
time, there have been Parliament
meetings every five or six years
in such locations as South Africa,
Spain and Australia.

They mark the renewed

worldwide interest in interfaith
understanding and engagement.
One only wonders how 20th cen-
tury world history might have
been different if
these world con-
ferences among
the religious
traditions had
been held more
often during that
100-year gap.

This year’s
event brought
together about 10,000 people
from more than 80 countries
and representing more than
50 religious traditions.

Plenary sessions featured
themes on women, climate
issues, poverty and violence. We
heard from outstanding speak-
ers, such as Jane Goodall and
Karen Armstrong as well as
Allan Boesak, Reformed minister
and a leader of the anti-apartheid
movement in South Africa,
and John Esposito, professor
and director of the Center for
Muslim-Christian Understanding

at Georgetown University.
One of the inspiring ses-

sions was chaired by Eboo
Patel, founder and president of
the Interfaith Youth Core and
a recent speaker at Aquinas
College and Grand Valley State
University. His session on emerg-
ing interfaith leaders featured
Dr. Suzanne Barakat, a medical
resident physician at University
of California, San Francisco.

Born and raised in North
Carolina, she spoke movingly
about the discrimination she
and her family experience daily
as devout Muslims. She spoke
of being pulled aside at airports
for fear of what she might have
under her headscarf, or facing
patients in the hospital who
refuse to be treated by her.

But hatred culminated when
her brother, his new wife and
her sister, dentistry students at
the University of North Carolina,
were murdered in their apart-
ment last February.

Out of such a senseless
tragedy, her faith and resilience

is inspiring.
Another story was shared by

Faatimah Knight, the 23-year-old
Muslim woman and seminary
student behind the campaign,
“Respond with Love,” to raise
money to help rebuild southern
black churches that have been
burned. More than $100,000 has
been raised.

It is sad that the powerful sto-
ries of American Muslims who
have accomplished so much and
contributed meaningfully to our
communities are not the image
that is portrayed in our media.

Another experience, new to
me, was participating in a langar,
the Sikh tradition’s term mean-
ing “open kitchen.”

Throughout the Parliament’s
five days, everyone was invited
each noon hour to participate in
this vegetarian meal served free
by the Sikh community.

In some cities, this meal is
offered each day “to uphold the
principle of equality between
all people regardless of religion,
caste, color, creed, age, gender or

social status.”
What a beautiful expression

of love from this religious com-
munity that has for centuries
practiced this commitment to
love and peace. And also how
tragic that for many of us our
introduction to this faith was in
the reports of the 2012 massacre
at a Sikh temple in Wisconsin,
where the gunman murdered six
worshipers.

Why are hatred and violence
so often the response that some
have to religious practice that is
different from their own? Why
don’t we see the acts of peace and
love that religion teaches us as
we encounter the “other”?

Next Thursday, in Grand
Rapids, we will have the oppor-
tunity to hear three leaders
from the Abrahamic traditions
discussing these issues at
the Jewish/Christian/Muslim
Dialogue on the theme, “To
Repair the World: How Does
Religion Help or Hinder?”

Join us by registering at
interfaithunderstanding.org

The Parliament ofWorld Religions: Helping repair our brokenworld
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People of faith flock
to Utah forworld
religion gathering

Visitors from 80 countries
and 50 religions have arrived
in Salt Lake City to attend an
interfaith conference being
held in the United States for
the first time since 1993.

The Salt Lake Tribune
reported the Parliament of the
World’s Religions began with a
colorful processional Oct. 15 at
the Salt Palace.

The assembly’s mission is
to hold conversations among
diverse faiths about problems
such as war, hatred, climate
change, wastefulness and
income equality.

HENDERSON, TENNESSEE

Gunmen in Haiti capital
kill U.S. missionary

An American missionary,
who has been working in Haiti
for two decades, was fatally
shot by gunmen in the coun-
try’s capital as she was behind
the wheel of her car.

The Estes Church of
Christ, based in Henderson,
Tennessee, identified the
slain missionary as Roberta
Edwards. She ran the small
Sonlight Children’s Home in
Port-au-Prince.

The church said Edwards’
car was intentionally blocked
Saturday by armed men who
fired into the vehicle and killed
her. The gunmen fled, and the
motive is not known.

A Haitian National Police
spokesman said the attackers
also kidnapped a 4-year-old
child from Edwards’ car.

PICKERINGTON, OHIO

Church gives driver tip
from collection plate

An Ohio church congrega-
tion ordered a pizza during a
service, then tipped the driver
more than $1,000 that had
been collected for the offering.

The driver brought the
$5.99 pizza to Sycamore Creek
Church in Pickerington in sub-
urban Columbus.

The Rev. Steve Markle
brought her onstage and asked
her the biggest tip she’d ever
received. She said about $10.

That’s when Markle told
her the teaching at the church
had been about generosity so
the congregation had taken up
an offering for the driver. She
burst into tears.

The Columbus Dispatch
reported the congregation
was wrapping up a sermon
series on “I was Broke. Now
I’m Not.”
—The Associated Press

Kindschi


