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Pope Francis visit challenges
the church, country to dobetter

By Rachel Zoll
The Associated Press

I
n Congress and at a parish
school, at the United Nations
and a city jail, Pope Francis
spent a whirlwind U.S. visit
bridging the realms of the dis-
advantaged and elite, trying to

turn the attention of the mightiest
nation on earth away from ideologi-
cal battles and toward a world he
said desperately needs help.

From his very first appearance, he wove
together issues that are rarely linked in
American public life.
At theWhite House with President

Barack Obama, he upheld religious freedom
while seeking urgent action to ease climate
change. Addressing Congress, he sought
mercy for refugees, while proclaiming a
duty “to defend human life at every stage of
its development,” a challenge to abortion
rights. Standing on altars before the nation’s
bishops, he acknowledged the difficulties of
ministering amid “unprecedented changes
taking place in contemporary society,” a
recognition of gay marriage.
But he urged American Catholic leaders to

create a church with the warmth of a “family
fire,” avoiding “harsh and divisive” language
and a “narrow” vision of Catholicism that he
called a “perversion of faith.”
The statements amounted to a dramatic

reframing of issues within the church and
a hope for less polarization overall in the
United States.
“Recalibration and reorientation are good

words to describe it,” said John Green, a
specialist in religion at the Bliss Institute of
Applied Politics at the University of Akron
in Ohio. “The pope is very adept politically.
Even people who ended up disagreeing with
him on certain points find him a very attrac-
tive and persuasive man. I thought he was
quite inspiring.”
So did many others. Tens of thousands

of cheering, flag-waving people lined the
streets inWashington, New York and
Philadelphia to greet Francis, some waiting
for hours to catch a glimpse of the wildly
popular pope.
On a highly scripted, six-day visit that

ended Sunday, and despite unprecedented
security, Francis managed to inject sponta-
neity— kissing babies, adding a last-minute
event to honor Catholic-Jewish relations
and going off text in Philadelphia for a heart-
felt meditation on family life.
“The atmosphere was electric,” said

Auxiliary Bishop John O’Hara of New York,
after Francis celebratedMass for 18,000
people at Madison Square Garden.
Amid all the official ceremonies and

the crowds, he made the deeply personal
gestures of compassion that have become
emblematic of his papacy. He bowed in

prayer over a disabled child as the sobbing
father looked on in New York. He gave a
bear hug to an inmate during a visit to a
Philadelphia jail.
The Argentine pope, on his first visit ever

to the United States, introduced himself as a
fellow American and quoted from the coun-
try’s founding documents.
He answered critics who said he was

overly focused on the poor to the exclusion
of the middle class and wrong on econom-
ics, given his critique of the excesses of
capitalism.
In Congress, he praised the “thousands

of men and womenwho strive each day to
do an honest day’s work” and noted “how
much has been done in these first years of
the third millennium to raise people out of
extreme poverty.”
But on every occasion, he transformed

these compliments into a call for the church
and the country to do better.
His moral challenge could be seen in the

complex heroes he held up in his speech
to Congress: Abraham Lincoln; the Rev.
Martin Luther King Jr.; ThomasMerton,
the Trappist monk who condemned war

and advocated interfaith cooperation; and
Dorothy Day, founder of the pacifist Catholic
WorkerMovement that helped and advo-
cated for the homeless.
Commentators quickly dubbed the group

the pope’s Mount Rushmore.
“The history of this nation,” Francis said

at Independence Hall in Philadelphia, is
“the tale of a constant effort, lasting to our
own day, to embody those lofty principles in
social and political life.”
It’s unclear what lasting changes will

come from the pope’s trip.
Monsignor Raymond Kupke, a church

historian at Seton Hall University in New
Jersey, said, “There certainly could be a
half century wave or ripple from a visit like
this,” because of Francis’ clear, familiar way
of speaking and his gestures big and small
that captured somuch attention, including
his use of an economy car, a Fiat, a humbler
choice that stood out amid the hulking SUVs
of his security detail.
“Over the long haul, there are connec-

tions,” Kupke said, “and with Francis, in so
many ways, he’s saying things that people
here like.”

Thepowerof thepapacy

By Douglas Kindschi
and Katie Gordon
Kaufman Interfaith Institute, GVSU

Last week’s visit of Pope
Francis saw hundreds of
thousands of people turn out

to see and hear from a religious
figure. It was unusual, but per-
haps, a sign of hope for a world
andmedia that too often seem
fixated on violence.
For me, the most moving event

took place at the site of the vio-
lent deaths of nearly 3,000 inno-
cent people on 9/11. The pope not
only met with many of the family
members of the victims, but also
led amulti-religious service at
theMemorial Museum.
The service, called “AWitness

to Peace,” included alternating
reflections from a rabbi and
an imam, both from New York.
Rabbi Elliot Cosgrove from Park
Avenue Synagogue quoted
St. Francis, as well as the dec-
laration “Nostra Aetate,” which
was issued 50 years ago by Pope

Paul VI as the Catholic Church’s
first statement addressing other
religions.
ImamKhalid Latif, a New York

University Muslim chaplain,
quoted from the Qur’an that “one
life lost is like all mankind, one
life saved is like all mankind.”
In contrast to the “the worst

of humanity who sought to
take life,” he honored the first
responders as the best of human-
ity who selflessly risked their
own lives and safety to save life.
Pope Francis’ prayer included:

“God of peace, bring your peace
to our violent world; peace in the
hearts of all men and women and
peace among the nations of the
earth. Turn to your way of love

those whose hearts andminds
are consumed with hatred and
who justify killing in the name of
religion.”
Meditations on Peace were

read from the Hindu, Buddhist,
Sikh, Christian andMuslim
scriptures.
The Jewish prayer in honor

of the deceased wasmovingly
sung in Hebrew by Cantor Azi
Schwartz. The service concluded
with a youth choir surrounding
the platform singing “Let There
Be Peace on Earth.”
If you didn’t get a chance to

experience this service I recom-
mend watching at: youtube.com/
watch?v=hrkcjf-E2Fc

UPCOMINGEVENTS
Katie Gordon, Kaufman

Institute programmanager pro-
vides and introduction to next
week’s interfaith events in Grand
Rapids:
On Oct. 8, Grand Rapids

will welcome one of the most
dynamic and well-respected

leaders of the interfaith move-
ment in Eboo Patel.
As founder and president of

Interfaith Youth Core (IFYC),
he and the IFYC teammobilize
college and university campuses
and student leaders to promote
interfaith cooperation as a social
norm.Wemust come to not
only understand the differences
that often divide us, but we also
must learn to appreciate and
become enriched by them. It’s
not just tearing down the barri-
ers between our traditions, but
building bridges of cooperation
because of our traditions.
Being an interfaith leader

comes down to the ability to
do three things: voice, engage
and act.
First, one must be able to voice

the values and visions for com-
ing together. What is it in your
belief-system or tradition that
motivates you to advocate for
interfaith engagement?
Next, one must engage across

differences, rooted in one’s voice

while being open to other voices
as well. This is done through
reading about different tradi-
tions or building relationships
from other communities. We not
only engage across differences,
but encourage others to do so,
as well.
Finally, an interfaith leader

must act. Using our voices,
relationships and knowledge,
we can act toward the common
good together. We have seen the
power of this firsthand with our
Year of Interfaith Service and
continue to see a ripple effect
throughout the city of what this
bridged social capital can do for
a community.
To learnmore about this

movement, join us as Eboo
Patel speaks on “Interfaith
Leadership: Engaging Religious
& Philosophical Diversity in the
21st Century” on Oct. 8.
Visit interfaithunderstanding.

org to reserve your seats at the
3 p.m. Aquinas College lecture
or 8 p.m. GVSU lecture.

Interfaith last week with the Pope; next week with Eboo Patel
INTERFAITH INSIGHT
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Michigan native

named director of

VaticanObservatory
Pope Francis appointed a

Metro Detroit native as direc-
tor of the Vatican Observatory.
The pope named Jesuit

Brother Guy Consolmagno to
the position during an obser-
vatory symposium prior to his

visit to the U.S.
last week.
The obser-

vatory, which
dates back to
1582, accord-
ing to the
Vatican, is
based outside
Rome, with

additional facilities and tele-
scopes in Arizona.
Born in HarperWoods,

Consolmagno attended
University of Detroit Jesuit
High School before study-
ing astronomy at the
Massachusetts Institute
of Technology and the
University of Arizona, teach-
ing at Harvard, serving in the
Peace Corps, taking vows as
a Jesuit brother in 1991 and
being assigned to the Vatican
Observatory in 1993.
“I am honored and humbled

that Pope Francis has appoint-
ed me to this position,” he said
in a statement.
Consolmagno is sched-

uled to speak Nov. 18 at the
Cranbrook Institute of Science
in Bloomfield Hills.

MECCA, SAUDI ARABIA

Muslims in Saudi
start hajj pilgrimage
More than 2million

Muslims have started the first
rites of the annual hajj pilgrim-
age in Saudi Arabia, which
draws people from around the
world to the holy city of Mecca
to perform a series of rituals
and prayers aimed at erasing
their sins.
Islam requires all able-

bodiedMuslims to perform
the hajj at least once. It is
said to trace the steps of the
Prophets Abraham, Ishmael
andMuhammad.

NEW YORK

Evangelist has new book

Billy Graham has released
what is expected to be his
last book. The 96-year-old
evangelist’s latest book is
called “Where I Am: Heaven,
Eternity, and our Life Beyond.”
The Rev. Franklin Graham

says the book took about two
years to complete, and his
father doesn’t have the energy
to take on anymore projects.
—The Associated Press
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Above, Pope Francis acknowledges faithful as he parades on his way to celebrate Mass
Sunday in Philadelphia. Below left, a parishioner takes time to reflect during the Mass.
At right, Anna Pizzica and Chris Blundy celebrate Mass along with hundreds of thousands
on the Benjamin Franklin Parkway. (James Robinson/PennLive.com via AP)


